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SAVE THE DATE
9/20 - LWV Corvallis
General Meeting:
Protecting Our Rights
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
As I was thinking about what to include in the president’s letter
for September, I looked back at last year’s letter. Two words
stood out—Threats and ZOOM! Last year, the topic of the Kickoff
Meeting was ‘Threats to Our Democracy’. This years’ topic is
‘Protecting Individual Rights in America’; with panelists discussing
threats to personal freedoms. As with the meeting last year, we
will be meeting via ZOOM. This meeting will be September 20
from 7-8:30pm. The panelists are not quite finalized, but it is
shaping up to be an interesting and diverse group prepared to
talk about what the recent SCOTUS decisions might mean for
individual liberties in our country. Please plan to attend this
event! We hope at some time to be able to utilize a hybrid format
for our programs, but the library doesn’t have the capability
currently. We will decide the format of each program on a caseby-case basis as we move forward.
The LWV in Corvallis has a busy program season planned. We are
headed into the midterm election season, so included are
candidate forums and a subsequent analysis of the elections. In
addition, we will have a presentation on Climate Change and
Electrification Policies; all of this before the end of 2022. Each of
these programs requires volunteer efforts on the part of our
committees to produce. Our five very active education/advocacy
committees are always looking for members interested in getting
involved. These committees and their associated positions are
Climate, Community Planning, Housing, and Voter Services. The
Membership Committee is essential to on-boarding new
members. In addition we have a reactivated Social Policy
Committee currently following the Benton County Community
Justice Project, contact Karen Nibler (niblerk@comcast.net) to get
involved. Lots of areas in which to engage! Anyone is welcome to
attend committee meetings, just contact the chair for date and
time. Committees are mostly meeting via Zoom. We'll share other
opportunities to get involved in the newsletter as they come up.
By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have already had
our ‘bring your own picnic’ membership gathering. I hope to have
met many of you there!
Connie Bozarth, President
League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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PROTECTING OUR RIGHTS

A Program to Explore Threats to Our Collective Freedoms & How to Respond
7:00 - 8:45 PM | TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
JOIN ONLINE VIA ZOOM
With so many of our basic rights increasingly under attack, how can we effectively respond?
Please join us for the first League program of 2022-23 to explore this important topic!

PANELISTS
Kelly Simon (invited) - ACLU of Oregon
Rebecca Nelson - Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon
Marge Easley - League of Women Voters of Oregon
Carly Werdel - Sunrise Corvallis
Panelists will address a broad range of rights, such as freedom of speech, reproductive
rights, voting rights, LGBTQ+ rights, freedom from violence, and the right to a livable future.
The program will begin with a brief presentation by each panelist, followed by audience
Question & Answer.
The League of Women Voters has long been an outspoken advocate of our basic rights. We
invite you to explore current threats to these rights – and effective responses.
Don’t miss this important event!

TO JOIN
Visit Zoom.us, click "Join."
Use Meeting ID: 816 8933 0870 | Passcode: 761141
Or call in at: 1-206-337-9723

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR CLIMATE FRIENDLY
COMMUNITIES TASK FORCE
Oregon is off track in its work to meet goals and policies to reduce climate pollution, particularly
pollution from transportation. To course correct, the Land Conservation and Development
Commission adopted new administrative rules on July 21, 2022. Referred to as Climate Friendly and
Equitable Communities Rules, they will strengthen Oregon's transportation and housing planning in
regions with populations over 50,000 people, including Albany and Corvallis.
Various League members have served on advisory groups or watched the development of these
rules. Now it is time to get involved in their implementation in Corvallis. The Climate Change,
Community Planning, and Housing Committees of the Corvallis League are forming a Task Force to
look carefully at the rules and design a strategy for how we will respond. We expect to complete our
work in three to four zoom meetings.
If you are interested in participating in this effort, please contact Katherine Bremser, 541-758-1034.
For more information visit: Climate-Friendly and Equitable Communities Overview at
www.oregon.gov/lcd/CL/Documents/SixPageOverview.pdf
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MIXED USE - WHY NOW?

By Katherine Bremser, Chair, Community Planning Committee
Early American cities developed with few planning regulations. Residents lived, worked, shopped, and
recreated within a walkable neighborhood. Merchants lived above their stores. Folks lived in multifamily, multi-generational buildings.
Industrialization brought health hazards and quality-of-life issues when mixed with housing. The poor
were most impacted. New land use planning and regulations separated industry and housing to
protect residents and improve sanitation.
With the advent of the car, demand for housing after World War II, American’s wish for home
ownership, and a desire to limit accessibility for some populations, our land-use regulations evolved
into single-use areas. Industry, business, and housing were segregated into their own zones, in some
cases making historical development illegal. Housing was moved to the suburbs where folks could
have yards and fences. Transportation and development became focused on the single automobile.
Neighborhoods were structured around driving and storing vehicles. Citizens became accustomed to
driving to shop, work, and recreate. Owning a vehicle became almost essential.
Since the 1980’s we’ve realized the impact of vehicles on climate, our sense of isolation, and safety.
Communities have begun to recognize the advantages of the early mixed-use design – sense of
belonging, walkability, efficiency, and density that makes mass transit, cultural events, and a variety
of commercial spaces more viable.
Corvallis has had mixed use zones since the 1980’s. Now, the existing zones have been condensed
into five new ones, simplifying and incentivizing development. For information, see the City of
Corvallis website: Mixed Use Zones Project (corvallisoregon.gov/cd/page/mixed-use-zones)
Note: The Community Planning Committee meets the second Monday of each month at 4:30 pm. If
you are interested, contact Katherine Bremser, 541-758-1034.
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WANTED: TWO VOLUNTEERS TO COORDINATE FRUIT SALE
Here’s a great opportunity to support our League – and to work with a terrific team of funloving fellow League members!
We’re looking for two volunteers to share the job of managing this year’s Fruit Sale
Fundraiser. This fundraiser doesn’t require you to ask anyone for a donation. Instead,
you’ll find people are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the order form that arrives in the
mail each fall. Since the Fruit Sale has been our League’s primary fundraiser for nearly
20 years, we’ve come to rely on it to help fund our activities – and people love it!
We have a well-established corps of volunteers who help with various tasks, and we
need two people sharing oversight of the process, just a few hours each month from
September through January. Louise Marquering, who has coordinated the Fruit
Sale for many years, is ready to mentor and work alongside those who are
willing to step up to the plate.
Please contact Louise at lwvclouise@aol.com or Katrina Wirth at
knlblair@msn.com if you’d like to volunteer or learn
more about this opportunity.
It’s a winning proposition – for both
YOU and the League!

MEMBER DUES ARE DUE OCTOBER 1
Submitted by Sara Ingle, Treasurer
October 1 is the renewal date for your league membership. Membership forms will be mailed
in September. Your prompt payment is much appreciated because sending out reminders
takes time. Also, immediate reply will reduce your clutter and nagging guilt (if any)! You can
renew online at lwv.corvallis.or.us/join/.
The Corvallis League depends heavily on contributions to meet our budget. We are always
grateful to our generous donors. Contributions can be made directly to LWVC
(nondeductible) or to League of Women Voters Education Fund (deductible) or to the League
of Women Voters of Oregon (deductible). Your checks are credited to our per member
payments (national or state dues). Send checks to us at PO Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339.
Note: LWVC contributions can be combined with your dues payment.
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