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All League Events are on Zoom.  
For link go to https://lwv.corvallis.or.us/events/  

 

Fall Kick-Off Meeting 

Threats to Our Democracy 
Thursday, September 30th 6 pm 

Join us for this year’s kick-off meeting of the League of Women Voters of Corvallis. 
We’ll discuss priorities for action in the year ahead and hear from a guest speaker on the 
urgent threats to our democracy and how important your voice is in upholding voting 
rights for all!  
 

 Mixed Use*  
Is it Coming to a Neighborhood 

Near You? 
Tuesday, September 14th 7 PM 

 

*Neighborhoods that blend residential, commercial and 
retail uses, and dining and entertainment options. See page 3 
for details.  
 

Benton County Justice Center Improvement Plan 
 Monday, September 20th 6 PM 

League members are invited to join in a conversation with Benton County about the 
Justice System Improvement Plan. The County and consultants are gathering ideas from 
the public about the need and location for new proposed buildings to serve Benton 
County residents for the next 40 years and beyond, including: Crisis Center, Courthouse, 
Correctional Facility, as well as Sheriff and Emergency Operations. 

Join us as we learn more about these future plans, and provide your feedback on how to 
build an equitable, effective, and safe justice system for all Benton County residents. 
More info on the project here: www.co.benton.or.us/justice 
 

No More Mailed LWV Corvallis Newsletters… 
         unless… 
This is our last newsletter you will find in your mail box. Next month, you will receive 
our newsletter by email. If you want to receive a mailed newsletter, you will need to 
send an email (or call 503-550-2156) with your current mailing address to 
annschauber@gmail.com by October 1. We will then print and mail you your 
newsletters through first class mail.  



LWV of Corvallis 
PO Box 1679 

Corvallis OR 97339-1679 
541-753-6036  

www.lwv.corvallis.or.us 
Facebook – LWV Corvallis 
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United States 
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Washington DC 20036 

202-429-1965 

FAX 202-429-0854 
www.lwv.org 

______________________________ 
 

This is the newsletter of 
the League of Women 
Voters of Corvallis, which 
is produced nine to ten 
times a year.  

Contact Ann Schauber, 
annschauber@gmail.com, 
with suggestions, comments, 
submissions, or story ideas.  
We welcome your input.  

Submissions are due no later 
than the 15th of the month.  

Members subscribe through their 
dues.  Membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis is open to men and 
women of all ages and 
includes membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Oregon and the League of 
Women Voters of the United 
States. A membership form is 
on the last page. 
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President’s Corner 
Strengthening Our Democracy  

 
 Every year the League takes a little time off from programs and 
meetings over the summer to refresh and re-orient ourselves to 
a new year of advocacy and education. In June the board held a 
retreat to build out a framework for our work between 
September, 2021 - June, 2022. I wish you all could have been 
there with us! We are moving forward with exciting and inspired 
actions, including adopting a Socially Responsible Investment 
Policy to guide our financial management goals, launching an 
internship program to support emerging leaders in voting rights, 
and outlining an impressive calendar of programs for the year 

ahead. 
 
While we had hoped to be transitioning to in-person programs this fall, we are 
adapting to the ongoing concerns of the Delta variant, and will be hosting virtual 
programs and meetings until it is safe to incorporate in-person gatherings. And to kick 
things off, I hope that you join me for the League’s launch program for the new 
year on September 30th at 6pm. Our theme for this program is one that is front and 
center in all of our minds … Threats to Our Democracy. 
 
Every day it seems like the red flags are mounting, alerting us to issues at the heart of 
the League of Women Voters - from bills focused on voting suppression to the 
rapidly-moving redistricting process without guaranteed protections against 
gerrymandering. I know that we are all tired, likely exhausted, by the unending struggle 
for democracy. Whether you have been at this work for 5 or 50 years, it may seem like 
a Sisyphean struggle to secure and expand voting rights for all. And yet, there is light. 
 
I see hope here in Oregon, where the 2021 session saw a variety of bills to further 
expand voting access to incarcerated persons, extend automatic voter registration to 
Oregon Health Authority and state agencies, and creating same-day voter registration. 
I see hope at the federal level, where the LWVUS and so many others are working 
tirelessly to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Act and the For the People Act. 
 
And, mostly, I see hope in each of you. Reflected in your faces and actions I see a 
commitment to democracy that stands the test of time and struggle. From steadfast 
leaders like Peggy Lynch who tracks the comings and goings in Salem like none other, 
to emerging voices like Susan Melero whose role as a self-advocate for disabled rights 
has taught our League so much … we are surrounded by talented individuals whose 
efforts are making meaning and progress amidst uncertain times. 
 

Here’s to democracy,  
Jessica McDonald 

 

    Welcome to our Newest League Members 

We would like to welcome our newest members John Lear-Konold, Paul 
and Nancy Shaffer, Katrina Wirth, Andrea Myhre, Karen Skjel, and 

Catherine Biscoe. 
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Mixed-Use: Is it Coming to a Neighborhood Near You? 
 

 

League members and the public are invited to 
participate in a program about a type of 
development that is expected to become more 
prevalent in Corvallis in the coming years: mixed-
use. This event will take place on September 14, 
2021, at 7:00 pm, and can be accessed online at 
https://lwv.corvallis.or.us/events/.  
 

Mixed-use neighborhoods blend residential, 
commercial, and retail uses, and dining and 
entertainment options. They hold the promise of 
creating a more compact, walkable community 
requiring less driving and, therefore, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. Mixed-use neighborhoods 
also offer a wider variety of housing types, and 
facilitate interactions among neighbors. There are 
already mixed-use zones in Corvallis and a few 
projects exist, but the real promise has yet to be 
realized.  
 

For the last two years, a Departmental Advisory 
Committee (DAC) composed of Corvallis community 
members has been providing feedback to the Corvallis 
Community Development Department as it simplifies 

the mixed-use zoning requirements. The DAC’s 
discussions involve identifying appropriate locations, 
building heights and types, dwelling density, 
nonresidential uses, green space and common areas, 
parking, and associated land uses.  
 

At the September 14th event, Corvallis Senior Planner, 
Rian Amiton will give a brief presentation of the 
proposed mixed-use requirements. Then a panel 
comprised of local builder Alan Ayres, Corvallis 
commercial real estate broker Alan Wells, and others 
will discuss examples of successful mixed-use in 
Oregon and the benefits and challenges of this type of 
development. They will also address the community’s 
concerns. Audience members will be invited to pose 
questions to panelists. 
 

As it is anticipated that additional areas throughout 
Corvallis will be zoned mixed-use, this event provides 
an important opportunity for community members to 
begin giving feedback. In addition, the City will be 
asking for public comment on Land Development 
Code amendments to mixed-use zones in the very near 
future, so stay tuned. 
 

Interested in the Community Planning Committee? Email or 
call Shelly: shellym@peak.org or 541-760-9906. 

Event sponsors are the League of Women Voters of Corvallis 
and the Land Use Action Team of the Corvallis Sustainability 
Coalition.

Housing Committee 
Exploring Options for Transitional Housing 

 
Each agenda for the Housing Committee includes updates by those committee members who are actively working to 
improve the situation for our unhoused population.  While they do report progress - more micro shelters and of course the 
big news was the purchase of the Budget Inn by Corvallis Housing First.  The plan is to create options for transitional 
housing for those ready to move from houselessness. Our current project is a study of mobile/manufactured home parks 
in Benton County.  The committee working on this, Penny York, Shelley Reis and Lynn Jarvis, are still in the information 
gathering stage but the goal is to present to the city a report discussing the current state of mobile/manufactured homes in 
Corvallis and Benton County, a look at land use policies, national trends, current services and, ultimately, recommendations 
to both governmental entities.  
 
Nancy Evenson and Karen Rockwell are finishing up work on their program on ways to retrofit homes that are low cost 
and energy efficient. Housing Committee member Tabitha Ciulla is the committee’s liaison with the local group, Sunrise 
Corvallis.  Sunrise Corvallis is preparing a resolution for the Corvallis City Council urging them to enact the Green New 
Deal Act of 2021. The Housing Committee welcomes new members and/or guests who simply want to hear our 
discussions.  We meet virtually the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month.  Interested? Contact Karyle Butcher at 
karyleb@gmail.com  



Join the League of Women Voters 
 

  Name _______________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________ 

City, Zip+4digits_______________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email   ______________________________________ 
____ $60 Individual Membership   ____ $90 Household 

____ $15 Student   ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the  

  League of Women Voters  
I would like to be considered:  

   Active ____      Inactive Member / Supporter ____ 

I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place). 
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?  
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.  

 
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  

LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or 
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible. 
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Join us on Facebook 
LWVCorvallis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LWV Corvallis Calendar 

   All Meetings are on Zoom 
https://lwv.corvallis.or.us/events 

 
September 

Wed 8 Board Meeting, 6 pm 
Tues 14 Mixed Use Neighborhoods, 7 pm (pg 3)  
Mon 20  Benton County Justice Center (pg 1) 
Thur 23  Housing Committee Meets (pg 3) 
Mon 27   Community Planning Committee  

 Meets 4:30 (pg 1,3) 
Wed 30 Threats to Democracy, 6 pm, (pg 1) 
 
 

October 

Wed 13 Board Meeting, 6 pm 
TBD  State study on Pesticides and Other 

Biocides: one public program and two 
consensus meetings.  

TBD  Voting Rights 
 
	

NOTE:  Next month’s 

newsletter will be emailed 

to you unless you opt to 

choose a mailed copy!  


