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Join the Community Planning Committee of the League of Women Voters of Corvallis
as we discuss a webinar addressing the question: How can Buffalo (NY), and similar
cities across North America, put mobility innovations to work and unlock a new era of
opportunity, access and equity? Can these ideas apply to Corvallis?
This is a discussion, not a presentation. To get the most out of the discussion,
please review the webinar before the meeting at the link shown above. Get the
discussion’s Zoom link at: www.lwvcorvallis.or.us/events

Membership

Laura Lahm Evenson

Voter Service

Camille Freitag

At Large

Marsha Feldman

Events

Off Board

Joan Canan

Fruit Sale

Louise Marquering

Legislative Updates

Kate & Chris Mathews

Newsletter Editor

Ann Schauber

Newsletter Mailing
Janet Wolf-Eshe

Nominating Committee
Lynn Jarvis
Louise Marquering
Shelley Ries
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan

political organization
 encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government;
 works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues; and
 influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.



Statewide Townhall Webinar

Paying for Universal Healthcare in Oregon
Wednesday, May 19, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Link: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events

SPEAKERS
Warren George, Industrial Engineer, Management and Technical Consultant
Marty Wilde, Oregon State Representative, District 11 Eugene
Charles Gallia, Former Oregon Health Authority Senior Policy Advisor
Doug Boysen, President and CEO of Samaritan Health Services
Questions to be addressed may include, but are not limited to:
 What types of financing options is the SB 770 Task Force on Universal Health
Care considering?
 What are the possible taxation options (definitions of the type of taxes being
considered, and who does/does not pay them currently)?
 How would the various options financially impact specific groups such as people
on the Oregon Health Plan, those on Medicare, people/businesses who currently
pay for insurance through the "marketplace", public employees, those who are
uninsured, etc.
 How would the various options impact the state of Oregon financially?
 How is the Task Force considering equity when looking at financing options?
 How would the cost, choice and quality of your health care be affected?
Sponsored by Mid-Valley Health Care Advocates and co-sponsored by LWV of Corvallis and LWV
of Oregon
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President’s Corner

League Members Step Up in 2020
Oh, Spring! Isn’t this time of year just the best? This time
of nature’s renewal and growth compliments the
reemergence of life out of a COVID world. I push aside
the eyes red from allergies, and tromp around my yard,
soaking in the greens, pinks and purples of plantings
bursting in bloom.

LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon

I also celebrate today how many people stepped up in 2020
to become a member of the LWV of Corvallis! Amidst a
time of reflection on 100 years of women’s right to vote, facing hard truths on
histories of racial oppression and police violence, grappling with the
catastrophic impact of wildfire in the West, and elections marred by violence,
many of you found a home for your voice and your advocacy within the
League. I see your membership as a rallying cry for community and hope
amidst an era of darkness. I am reminded of the words of feminist and activist
Angela Davis, “It is in collectivities that we find reservoirs of hope and
optimism”.

1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

As we wrap up the League’s year of programs, service and leadership, I invite
you all to attend our May Annual Meeting. I can’t wait for you to hear from
League leaders about how our committees, board, and volunteers have pivoted
in 2020/21, embracing change and rising to meet the challenges of a virtual
world. Did we let up on our programs and advocacy? No! If anything, the last
year has strengthened our communications and clarified our vision for the
future. I make a special appeal to you, new members, to join in this
conversation and explore ways to jump into the League’s work. Here’s to a new
season of hope and community.
Jessica McDonald, President

Washington DC 20036

Nominating Committee Report 2021 - 2022
The following candidates are offered for election by the Nominating
Committee of the League of Women Voters of Corvallis:
Nominees to be elected for a two year term 2021-2023
President: Jessica McDonald
First Vice President: Annette Mills
Co- secretaries: Molly Engle, Nancy Rosenberger (only one vote)
Directors to be elected for a two year term 2021-2023
Susan Melero-Tripp (Diversity)
Rachael Ozretich (Climate Change)
Heath Keirstead (Publicity)
Officers and Board Members with one year remaining 2021 - 2022
Second Vice President: Connie Bozarth
Treasurer: Sara Ingle
Laura Evenson (Membership)
Claudia Keith (Climate Change)
President may appoint six additional members for a one-year position.

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1233 20th Street NW,
Suite 500
202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis, which

is produced nine to ten
times a year.
Contact Ann Schauber,
annschauber@gmail.com,
with suggestions, comments,
submissions, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. A membership form is
on the last page.
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Help us close out our year and plan for our next year

Join us for our Annual Meeting
Wednesday, May 26
6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Join the League as we take the Annual Meeting online this year! From the comfort of your home you can engage
in a lively agenda that includes a presentation from Andrea Myhre, Director of Corvallis Housing First, on
an exciting new community project to transform motels into transitional housing. Project Turnkey is an
initiative that is using $65 million in legislative appropriations for acquiring motels and hotels to house the
homeless, those at risk of homelessness and those displaced by last fall's wildfires.
Your voice is also needed in the business portion of our Annual Meeting. Today you can help to League
continue our work in these trying times by attending and helping us to adopt an annual budget, programs, and
board leadership.
The Annual Meeting Zoom link can be found on our website at: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events or
through the information below:
1. Go to www.zoom.us/join
2. Enter the Meeting ID: 873 2614 2990
3. Enter Password: 426343
4. Enter your Name and Email
5. If you do not have a computer, you can call in: (206) 337-9723

ELECTION INFORMATION YOUNEED

Get nonpartisan
candidate
information from a
trusted source at
VOTE411.org

An inform ed
voter is a
pow erful voter .
Find more from the League of Women
Voters of Oregon at lwvor.org

Page 4

League of Women Voters of Corvallis

May 2021

Housing Committee Update

Reasons for Corvallis’s Lack of Affordable Housing

The reasons for Corvallis’s lack of transitional, affordable and
smaller homes are extremely complicated. To get a better
understanding of this complexity, the Housing Committee met
with City Council members, members of local organizations and
City Staff. Most recently, we met with City Councilors Hyatt
Lytle and Gabe Shepherd to understand actions our elected
officials could take to address these issues.
Two issues stand out from these conversations. The first is that
Corvallis has a shortage of buildable land, thus, housing prices
will be high. Since the 1990’s the acreage of land annexed into
the city has declined while the population of Corvallis has
increased. Scarcity means high cost. This leads to a second
issue for the city - the lack of transitional housing for those community members seeking to move from
homelessness to having a place to call home. The issue here is both social in that some in our city do not support
this type of housing in their neighborhood and again a shortage of land makes housing unaffordable.
The committee also met with Affordable Housing Planner Daniel McKenna-Foster who provided us with a
series of data points that further explained our shortage of available housing. Simply to meet the needs of state
population projections, Corvallis would need to add 177 new homes each year until 2036. If we were to
accommodate those individuals/families who are commuting to Corvallis and who want to reside here, we would
need somewhere around an additional 3,663 homes. These are staggering figures that represent losses for the city
in terms of tax dollars, sales, and community participation, while at the same time increasing greenhouse gases.
McKenna-Foster also talked about attitudes that influence housing. Citing a classic study on the
social/economic implications of home ownership (Everything In Its Place; Social Order and Land Use in America by
Constance Perin), he noted that when home ownership is viewed as an equity opportunity, there is a great
incentive to support high prices. This in turn can make it difficult for first time homebuyers, especially those
with low incomes, to be able to share in this investment opportunity. He also talked about parking and how
parking requirements can drive up the cost of housing especially for non-single family homes. Code
requirements that apartment complexes include parking for each bedroom acts as a penalty for those who do not
drive cars, since rents typically include paying for a parking space costs whether it gets used or not. Parking
requirements also mean that land that could be used for housing people is instead used for housing cars. This is
not necessarily good or bad, just a question of which values a community wishes to prioritize.
What our committee is learning is that if our community truly wants to provide housing opportunities for all
incomes, we need to have deep discussions about the future of our community and what we each can do to
move us towards that future.
Consider Attending
LWV of Oregon
Convention
From the comfort of your home
https://www.lwvor.org/lwvorconvention-2021
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Budget Committee Meets

Proposed Budget for 2021-2022

The budget committee presents to the League of Women Voters of Corvallis the proposed budget for fiscal year
2021-2022. Members may discuss, debate, and amend the budget at the annual meeting on May 26, 2021.
The total proposed budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 is $26,270. We expect our grapefruit sales and contributions
from members and non-members to continue to cover our operating expenses, as has been the case in years
past. For 2021-2022, we have budgeted $2,708.43 for League Action. This amount is more than double what was
budgeted ($1,200) and more than 8 times what was spent ($300) on Action in fiscal year 2020-2021. League of
Women Voters of Corvallis has two roles: 1) Voter Service and Engagement; and 2) Action and Advocacy. Our
goal is to expend our income by providing robust opportunities for voter engagement and action. Members are
encouraged to apply for action funds. We also have special project funds available. Help the League fulfill our
roles and meet our budgetary goals with your proposed action projects!
The Budget Committee recommends, and the board concurs, that individual dues, last raised in 2012, remain at
$60, household dues at $90 and student dues at $15. These rates represent a great value to our members, as they
do not cover our per member payments of $30.50 to LWVOR and $32 to LWVUS.
Your tax-deductible donation to the League of Women Voters of Oregon or to the LWVUS Education Fund
helps us meet our local operating budget. By sending a check made out to either of these organizations to our
League (PO Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339) for forwarding by the treasurer, our League can use your donation
as a direct, dollar for dollar, offset to reduce our PMP.
Respectfully submitted by the League of Women Voters of Corvallis’ Budget Committee:
Heath Keirstead (chair), Sara Ingle, Lynn Jarvis, and Paula Krane
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Oregon Legislative Update
Saturday, May 8, 9:30-10:30 am
Get zoom link: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events
Learn what is happening with the 2021 Legislative Session. Senator Sara
Gelser and Representatives Dan Rayfield and Shelly Boshart Davis have
been invited.
Ask your questions privately from the comfort of your own home.
Co sponsored by Corvallis/Albany Branch of NAACP

Current Positions of LWV of Corvallis for 2021/22
The Board recommends that we retain the following Local Positions and take action on issues, as needed:
At Risk Youth
Financing the Public Library
Community Planning
Local Food
Corrections
Child Care in Benton County
Housing
Health Services in Benton County
Know Your Schools
Prevention of Violence
Benton County Charter
Special Taxing Districts

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
P.O. Box 1679
Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us 541-753-6036

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Join us on Facebook
LWVCorvallis

LWV Corvallis Calendar
All Meetings are on Zoom

Join the League of Women Voters
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4digits_______________________________

May
Wed 5 Board Meeting, 4:00 pm
Wed 12 Community Planning, Mobility, 5-6 pm
(pg 1)
Sat 8 Legislative Update, 9:30-10:30 am
Mon-Sun 10-16 LWV Oregon Convention (pg 4)
Wed 19 Universal Health Care, 7-8:30, (pg 1)
Wed 26 Annual Meeting, 6-7 pm (pg 3)
Find zoom links at:
https://lwv.corvallis.or.us/events

Phone ______________________________________
Email ______________________________________
____ $60 Individual Membership ____ $90 Household
____ $15 Student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

