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The League of Women 
Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization 
• encourages the informed 
and active participation of 
citizens in government;  
• works to increase 
understanding of major 
public policy issues; and  
• influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy. 
•  
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Community Planning Discussion:  
What Happens If Newspapers Cease to Exist?                          

 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021, 5 – 6 p.m. 
Get zoom link: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events 

 
With so many news outlets readily available and free, why 
do we need to support local newspapers? Who bears the 
brunt when nobody wants to pay?  Join the Community 
Planning Committee of the League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis as we discuss the podcast: 
 
Starving the Watchdogs 

https://hiddenbrain.org/category/podcast/?s=starving+the+watchdogs 
or Search for the Hidden Brain podcast on your device 

≈≈≈≈≈≈ 
Housing Committee Presents 

Barriers to Affordable Housing for People of Color 
 

Join us for this panel discussion to: 
• Explore financial barriers, code barriers and housing availability  
• Discuss steps to move forward with more affordable housing  

 
Wednesday, February 24, 7:00 

Get zoom link: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events 
 

Our speakers for this presentation represent the City of Corvallis, Linn-Benton Housing 
Authority and Willamette Community Bank 
This event is co-sponsored with the Corvallis/Albany Branch of the NAACP. 
Thanks to Housing Committee members for their work on this event: Tabitha Ciulla, Beverly Hobbs, Mariah 
Robillard and Penny York 
 

≈≈≈≈≈≈ 
Our first monthly update 

Legislative Updates Begin 
Co Sponsored by Corvallis/Albany Branch of NAACP 

Saturday, Feb 13, 9:30 am -11:00 am 
Get zoom link: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events 

 
Learn what is happening with the 2021 Legislative Session and ask your questions. 
Invited Legislators: Senator Sara Gelser, Representative Dan Rayfield and 
Representative Shelly Boshart-Davis       Moderator: Peggy Lynch  
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This is the newsletter of 
the League of Women 
Voters of Corvallis, which 
is produced nine to ten 
times a year.  

Contact Ann Schauber, 
annschauber@gmail.com, 
with suggestions, comments, 
submissions, or story ideas.  
We welcome your input.  

Submissions are due no later 
than the 15th of the month.  

Members subscribe through their 
dues.  Membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis is open to men and 
women of all ages and 
includes membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Oregon and the League of 
Women Voters of the United 
States. A membership form is 
on the last page. 
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President’s Corner 
Be a Shareholder in Our Democracy 

 
Insurrection. Impeachment. Inauguration. We’ve got a lot 
on our plates, people. 
 
Amidst the chaos, I am continually comforted by how the 
League navigates the turmoil by putting its head down and 
continuing to march forward to sustain our democracy. This 
month alone, LWVUS has stood up against the attacks on 
the US Capitol, advocated in support of the For the People 
Act (H.R. 1) for sweeping democracy reform and voting 

rights, and called for the immediate removal of President Trump. 
 
Nonpartisanship is a core tenet of the League of Women Voters, and some of 
you may be struggling to understand how a nonpartisan organization that does 
not endorse candidates can call for the removal of a sitting President. I am 
assured that the LWVUS board made this unanimous decision, not due to 
partisanship, but due to the serious threat that the President made to the future 
of American democracy. 
 
What can each of us do in this time of constant threat and upheaval? My call to 
each of us, and to our local League is to focus on education. The more we 
understand the issues, the better equipped we are to tackle them. And in 
Corvallis we’ve got education aplenty! Join us for one of our upcoming 
meetings or programs: 

• Discussion group on Community Newspapers (2/10) 
• Barriers to Housing for People of Color Program (2/24) 
• National Popular Vote Program (3/2) 

2021 is not easing up on us. Instead, it is demanding that every one of us 
double-down on our commitment to being a shareholder in the business of 
democracy. At every level of government, local, state, national - each of us is a 
watchdog, ensuring accountability to voting rights, access to health care, 
education, and housing. Let’s get to work!     Jessica McDonald, President 

 
★★ ★ 

 
Housing Committee Members are Deeply Engaged 

 
The Housing Committee works with other organizations to improve housing 
opportunities in our community. Committee member Lynn Jarvis is an active 
participant in the Housing Action Committee of the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition.  
As a result, Lynn helps our committee maintain its focus on influencing policy change 
through outreach and education. Penny York, not surprisingly, wears several hats.  Her 
six years of experience on City Council has provided insight on how our committee 
can best craft policy recommendations to present to Council. Currently, Penny is Vice 
Chair of the city’s Planning Commission and has been a great help in explaining 
complicated land use issues to committee members.  Penny is also the Planning 
Commission representative on the Highway 99W Corridor Study. Our committee 
meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday from 2:00-3:30.  Email Karyle for zoom link. 

Karyle Butcher, karyleb@gmail.com, Housing Chair 
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Update on County Jail and Courthouse 
The Benton County Community Investment Project has been considering the Criminal Justice needs in the 
county. Most citizens are aware that the Benton County Jail attached to the Benton County Courthouse is 
inadequate for holding adults pending court appearances and adults sentenced for less than a year in local 
facilities.  The Benton County Commissioners and staff have deliberated construction of a larger jail facility 
within the county. A prior levy proposal failed to pass.  The Commissioners returned to evaluate the conditions 
at the Courthouse, Jail and the Law Enforcement Building.  Two committees of law enforcement and 
community members are considering options to propose in a future election.   
  
The Benton County Courthouse has been found to be in danger in an earthquake and in need of structural 
renovation.  The District Attorney’s Office is located in the courthouse, has limited space, and could move to a 
different building.   The Elections Office in the basement could also be moved, leaving the Courthouse to its 
primary purpose.  The public is fond of its historic building and is likely not in favor of demolition or 
replacement.  Renovation is a more likely outcome. 
  
The attached jail space is in poor condition and inadequate for holding those charged with immediate court 
appearances.  Local police and sheriff deputies cite violators to appear in court in lieu of jail and as a result have 
a high record of Failure to Appear.  This undermines local police and court orders.  In addition, county deputies 
have to transport court ordered offenders to out of county jails, which has a time and financial impact.  The case 
for a local jail facility is well established. 
  
Both the jail and the hospital emergency room serve as holding facilities for substance abusers.  The possibility 
of a local Crisis Resource Center could provide services for those in contact with medical and law enforcement 
staff.  Many citizens attending meetings responded positively to this concept.  This could be included in a 
proposal. 
  
The Law Enforcement Center houses Corvallis Police and Benton County Sheriff offices and the Emergency 
Call Center for police, ambulance and search and rescue.  The number of employees and emergency calls have 
expanded but the space has remained the same.  The county owns the one block property so renovation is 
possible.                           Karen Nibler, Social Policy    

v v v 
 

Community Planning Discussion Groups Well Received 
 

Last fall, the Community Planning Committee launched a new League activity - group discussions of timely 
videos focused on urbanism topics via Zoom. We chose Dan Parolek’s Missing Middle Housing, Donald Shoup’s 
The High Cost of Free Parking, and The Walkable City by Jeff Speck, all asking us to think out-of-the-box about city 
design and growth.  

Of the three, the work of Shoup, known by city planners as a ‘parking rockstar’, stimulated the most discussion, 
so much so, that it required a second session. With a City parking audit in the works, consultants have proposed 
some of Shoup’s recommendations such as charging for parking in the center of downtown. Also, because land 
is such a valuable resource, Shoup is a proponent of letting the developer decide how much parking should be 
provided, rather than having land use codes require parking minimums. These videos are all on line—you can 
find them via google—and we encourage you to check them out.  

The Community Planning Committee welcomes all who are interested in land use, transportation and city infrastructure. Email 
shellym@peak.org and you will get our meeting announcements. Meetings are currently virtual. No commitment necessary, you can 
just drop in. 
 

  



Join the League of Women Voters 
 

  Name _______________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________ 

City, Zip+4digits_______________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email   ______________________________________ 
____ $60 Individual Membership   ____ $90 Household 

____ $15 Student   ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the  

  League of Women Voters  
I would like to be considered:  

   Active ____      Inactive Member / Supporter ____ 

I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place). 
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?  
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.  

Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or 
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible. 
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Join us on Facebook 
LWVCorvallis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LWV Calendar 
 

All Meetings are on Zoom 

 
February 

Wed 3  Board Meeting, 4 pm 
Wed 10 When Newspapers Cease to Exist, 5-6 pm 

(pg 1) 
Wed 13 Legislative Update, 9:30-11:00 am (pg 1) 
Thu 14 Oregon’s 162nd Birthday,  
  LWV 101st Birthday 
Wed 24 Barriers to Affordable Housing for People 

of Color, 7:00 pm (pg 1) 
 

March 

Tue 2 National Popular Vote Program, 6:00 pm 
Wed 3 Board Meeting, 4:00 pm 
Sat 13 Legislative Update, 9:30-11:00 am 

 
Find zoom links at: 
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/events 

*Welcome new members* 

Sue and Howard Korn 

Allison Hobgood 

Karen Rosenberg 

 


