
  

 
                                                                                                                                                
 
 
July 27, 2020 
Benton County Planning Commission 
 

Testimony to Benton County Planning Commission re: Micro-shelter Conditional Use Permit 

The League of Women Voters of the United States has a strong position on “Meeting Basic Human 
Needs” that includes the need for shelter. In addition, our local League position on Housing states, in 
part, “Emergency shelter should be available year-round in our community for both women and men. 
Volunteer organizations should be given support for their efforts to meet this need through city and 
county leadership.” 
 
In keeping with our position on sheltering those who lack housing, the League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis supports a Conditional Use Permit for Land Use File No. LU-19-091 as filed by the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ. This 2-year approval creates a needed opportunity to advance 
the coordination and planning of micro-shelters as one tool to get Benton County closer to providing 
housing for all. 
 
We support the County staff’s opinion that the use outlined in the application meets the conditional use 
criteria, and urge the Planning Commission to approve the application submitted. 
 
By providing safe, sanitary shelter, and access to wrap-around services, we can help to uplift the lives of 
those unhoused in our community. It should be noted that 10 individuals who have entered SafeCamp 
have transitioned into permanent supportive housing since the project began in 2019. 
 
We appreciate the due diligence and planning that the First Congregational UCC and service 
organizations have put into meeting the demands of our unhoused community members, and support 
this trial for a potential long-term plan for Benton County and Corvallis in rising to meet the challenge of 
supporting the unhoused in our community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jessica McDonald, President 
League of Women Voters of Corvallis 
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