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The League of Women 
Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization 
• encourages the informed 
and active participation of 
citizens in government;  
• works to increase 
understanding of major 
public policy issues; and  
• influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy. 
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Add your signature  

Redistricting Ballot Measure in Oregon 

Oregon voters should be choosing their representatives; representatives should not get 
to choose their voters. See the redistricting insert in this newsletter. Have you signed 
initiative petition 57 to get a fair and transparent redistricting process on the ballot in 
November? This petition calls for an independent, citizen-led redistricting commission. 
Read and sign the petition: https://www.peoplenotpoliticiansoregon.com/sign-the-
petition/lwvor/ 
 

Update Our LWV of Corvallis Housing Position 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020    5:00 – 6:00 PM 
– or – 

Thursday, June 18, 2020   3:00-4:00 PM 
 

League members are invited to come to one of the two online Member Discussion 
Meetings regarding the proposed update of the LWV of Corvallis Housing Position. 

     1. Go to www.zoom.us/join 
     2. Enter the Meeting ID: 862 5040 9157 
     3. Enter your Name and Email 
     4. If you do not have a computer, join us by calling:  1 (346) 248-7799 

Our League cannot support or oppose legislation or 
executive action unless it has a position that has been 
agreed upon by the League members. The LWV of 
Corvallis Housing Committee is proposing an updated 
Housing Position because housing in Corvallis is in 
crisis, with thousands of Corvallis workers living in and 
daily traveling to and from outlying towns because 
housing in Corvallis is unavailable.  That shortage of 
housing drives costs to buy or rent beyond the means 
of ordinary people and contributes to dislocation and homelessness among lower-
income residents of our community.  It has created the daily commute of workers, with 
its attendant environmental pollution and waste.  Conversely, Corvallis is losing the 
citizen input and participation of those workers, along with the economic and social 
benefits of their presence in the community as householders.  Our updated position 
emphasizes objectives to deal with the housing issues our area now faces and will 
enable League members to advocate for such objectives. 
 
Your input will help to determine the final restatement of the housing position. Our 
current LWV of Corvallis position and the proposed updated position are on page 3. 
Members are urged to provide their thoughts regarding whether the updated version 
should be adopted as prepared or modified in some way.   
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______________________________ 
 

This is the newsletter of 
the League of Women 
Voters of Corvallis, which 
is produced nine to ten 
times a year.  

Contact Ann Schauber, 
ann@caracolores.com, with 
suggestions, comments, 
submissions, or story ideas.  
We welcome your input.  

Submissions are due no later 
than the 15th of the month.  

Members subscribe through their 
dues.  Membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis is open to men and 
women of all ages and 
includes membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Oregon and the League of 
Women Voters of the United 
States. A membership form is 
on the last page. 
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President’s Corner 

 Great Annual Meeting: Now Our Work Ahead 
 

While I missed seeing you in-person at our 70th Annual Meeting, I was delighted to 
visit with so many of you in a virtual format. Thank you to all who attended and 

navigated this online world with us all. Some of the takeaways 
that I am left reflecting on from the Annual Meeting: 

• Dr. Jo Anne Trow’s rousing presentation on the history 
of the suffrage movement in Oregon had me realizing that I had 
some big gaps in my education about the movers and shakers 
within the state’s suffrage story. I marveled at the jolt of 
campaign energy that Esther Lovejoy brought to a lagging 
movement, using creative marketing to effectively turn the tide 
and gain Oregon women’s voting rights in 1912. 

• With many new faces at the Annual Meeting, I continue 
to think about how we welcome new voices to the League of Women Voters 
table. How do we open the door of volunteerism even wider for those ready 
to invest time and expertise? 

• As we near the half-year mark on the 100th Anniversary of the League and the 
19th Amendment, our focus shifts to the century ahead of us. The inequities 
within voting rights, immigration policy, housing, and climate change are all 
around us. While still honoring our past, I feel a shift in focus to the path 
before us. 

• It takes a village! As we looked back 
over a year of work towards a more 
perfect democracy, so many individuals 
stood out as leaders, rabble-rousers, and 
dedicated servants to the League. As an 
all-volunteer organization, every one of 
us (including you!) shoulders the weight 
of this work. I am in awe of our 
collective accomplishments! 

This summer we will be thinking deeply about what the next year will bring for the 
League. Among other things, we will be planning on how we can support a 
Redistricting Ballot Measure, how we can increase voter turn-out and education 
leading into fall elections, and how we can be an ally for human service organizations 
emerging from the pandemic to address systemic homeless and housing issues. This is 
important work, and we are going to need your help more than ever. 
 
Lastly, this week our country has spoken loudly and clearly against the systemic racism 
that pervades every layer of our lives. With the names of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and Breonna Taylor echoing through our communities, I also want to share 
that we will be discussing our own commitment to racial justice at the League of 
Women Voters. This is a heart wrenching time. Know that we are listening and 
stepping forward. Please join us.         Jessica McDonald, President 

 
Welcome to new members Ermal Griswold, Heath Keirstead, Xan Augerot and 
Josiah Fisher. We sadly say good-bye to long time member Marolyn Welch Tarrant, 
93. Marolyn was on this year’s Nominating Committee; was also president and a long-
time membership chair. Donations in her name can be made to the Boys and Girls 
Club of Corvallis. Though not a member of LWV, we also honor the memory of 
Betty Johnson, 97. Among many of her endeavors, Betty set up our area’s Dial-a-Bus, 
Meals-on-Wheels, and hospice services, and was one of Oregon's leading advocates 
for universal health care on the state and national level.   
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Current Housing Position 
 
 
 

1. The LWV believes that local government should exercise leadership in promoting partnerships between 
public and private entities to establish shelter for homeless families, emergency shelter for single women 
and men and low-income housing units.  

2. The city and county should do such things as include funds for emergency shelter in their regular 
budgets. They should apply for any federal and state funds available for this purpose. Successful shelter 
programs in other parts of the country should be explored.  

3. Emergency shelter should be available year round in our community for both women and men. 
Volunteer organizations should be given support for their efforts to meet this need through city and 
county leadership and some allocation of dollars to help stabilize private programs.  

4. The city and county should aggressively support the development of low income housing units. Every 
effort should be made to secure funds from state and federal sources to expand the supply of low rent 
units either by new construction or renovation of existing housing stocks. Contributing land, addressing 
zoning barriers, adjusting transit routes and working closely with the community are ways in which 
government can aid in creating more low-income housing.  

 
Proposed Housing Position 

 
LWVC believes the goal of equity should drive our housing policies in Benton County and Corvallis.   There is a 
housing crisis with an inadequate housing supply, expensive homes and high rent burden.  For many, there is no 
way to attain housing.  Our housing policies need to provide equity by creating housing opportunities that are 
available to all, regardless of economic status.  Inclusion of all people is needed for a vibrant community.  
 
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis believes that city and county governments should: 
 

1. Promote housing for all: 
a. Make zoning and code changes that allow less expensive housing  
b. Improve ease of permitting through code clean-up and staff organization  
c. Expedite and coordinate development of land use plans  
d. Increase density 
e. Develop less expensive annexation processes  
f. Provide adequate transit routes  

 
2. Aggressively support development of low-income housing:  

a. Secure funds from state and federal sources 
b. Do parcel assembly and banking of developed lands dedicated to low-income housing 
c. Reduce or eliminate zoning barriers, delays and development costs, such as system development 

charges  
d. Work closely with community partners 

 
3. Support year-round shelter for the homeless:  

a. Partner with public and private entities 
b. Include shelter funds in their regular budgets 
c. Apply for state and federal funds available for shelters 
d. Explore development of publicly owned shelters 

 
4. Support and prioritize funding for volunteer organizations in 

their efforts to meet housing needs of all. 



Join the League of Women Voters 
 

  Name _______________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________ 

City, Zip+4digits_______________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email   ______________________________________ 
____ $60 Individual Membership   ____ $90 Household 

____ $15 Student   ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the  

  League of Women Voters  
I would like to be considered:  

   Active ____      Inactive Member / Supporter ____ 

I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place). 
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?  
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.  

Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or 
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible. 
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U.S. Postage  
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Join us on Facebook 
LWVCorvallis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LWV Calendar 
 

  June 
 
All events are virtual.  
 
Tues  16 New Housing Position, online, 5-6 pm 
 
Thur 18 Repeat, Housing Position, online, 3-4 pm 
 
Thur-Sat  25-27 LWVUS Convention, online 
 
Paula Krane says you have an amazing opportunity to 
be an observer at the national convention since the 
entire convention is virtual.  
See the schedule and how to be a non-voting observer 
at https://www.lwv.org/2020Convention 
Let Jessica know if you want to be an observer. Your 
League will pay your registration fee. 
 

The first
 Constitu

tional 

Amendment to give women the 

right to vote was presented to 

Congress in
 1878. 


