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A Virtual Gathering 
From our home to yours 

1. Go to www.zoom.us/join 
2. Enter the Meeting ID: 852-9382-2197 
3. Enter Password: 954294 
4. Enter your Name and Email 
5. If you do not have a computer, you can call in: 1(669) 900-9128 

 
5:00-5:30pm: Introductions and Overview 

5:30-6.00pm: Guest Speaker 
6:00-6:45pm: Business Meeting 

 
Women’s Suffrage in Oregon: Why Did It Take So Long? 

Dr. JoAnne Trow, 50 year League Member 
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/oregonsocialjustice/jo-anne-trow/ 
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Ann Brodie, JoAnne Trow, Laura Evenson, Camille Freitag, Kate Mathews 
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The League of Women Voters believes  
In representative government and in the individual liberties established in the Constitution 
of the United States.  
 
That democratic government depends upon the informed and active participation of its 

citizens and requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate notice of 
proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public records accessible.  

 
That all powers of the U.S. government should be exercised within the constitutional framework of a 
balance among the three branches of government: legislative, executive, and judicial. 
 
That responsible government should maintain an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote the 
conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest, share in the solution of economic and 
social problems which affect the general welfare, promote a sound economy, and adopt domestic policies which 
facilitate the solution of international problems.  
 
That efficient and economical government requires competent personnel, the clear assignment of 
responsibility, adequate financing, and coordination among the different agencies and levels of government.  
 
That cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world problems, and that the 
development of international organizations and international law is imperative in the promotion of world peace. 
 
That every citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that every person should have access to free public 
education which provides equal opportunity for all; and that no person or group should suffer legal, economic, 
or administrative discrimination. (Principles of League of Women Voters) 
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2019-2020 President’s Report 

Celebrating LWV As A Beacon of Democracy 
As we came into 2020, the 
League of Women Voters was 
already prepared to celebrate 
this year as one for the history 
books. The 100th anniversary of 
women’s right to vote and the 
100th anniversary of the 
founding of the League stand 
out as beacons of democracy, 

determination, and equity. This year we have 
celebrated this hard-fought victory, sang the songs of 
suffrage, and committed ourselves to another century 
of voting rights for all. Even as our celebration plans 
have been postponed due to a world of physical-
distancing, the momentum and joy of the year 
continues to live and breathe within our work. 
 
In the program report, Annette Mills walks us 
through an impressive array of educational activities 
from the last year, and our Committee reports 
showcase a wide range of research and advocacy on 
issues from affordable housing to climate change. I 
am so proud of all that YOU helped us to accomplish 
this last year. Together, we stand as a respected voice 
in our community, asking hard questions to our 
elected leaders, and supporting creative solutions to 
our most complex problems. As I reflect on a year of 
good work, a few projects stand out to me: 
 
Homelessness in Corvallis and Benton County 
Report 
When this report was launched in 2017, it was the 
first data set that compiled and analyzed data across 
our community on the extent of our unhoused friends 
and neighbors. This report provides a platform for 
regional agencies and nonprofit partners to track the 
cause/effect of policies on impacted communities, 
and assess changes in demand for critical services. 
With this report, the League continues to set a high 
bar for research, data analysis, and partnership-
building. I thank Sara Ingle and Lynn Jarvis for their 
leadership, and the Housing Committee for 
spearheading this project. 
 
A Celebration of 100 Years of the League 
Where would we be this year without Paula Krane? 
This year Paula went above and beyond to co-
coordinate the statewide celebration of the League’s 

100th birthday in Salem, and host a rousing local 
celebration as well. Due to her leadership and 
exhaustive hours spent planning, we enjoyed 
festivities across the state. As I reflect on our 
February celebration at the library, the joyful 
celebration and study of our suffrage past brings a 
smile to my face. Thank you, Paula! 
 
New Voices and Leadership 
We kicked off this year with a presentation by 
LWVOR’s Redistricting Campaign coordinator, 
Candalynn Johnson, speaking as a millennial about 
the path of engagement for future generations in the 
political process. This is a call to action that sits close 
to my heart - not only the call to pass the baton to 
future generations, but also the voice calling over the 
loudspeakers of our society to establish cultural 
bridges and acknowledge those whose voices have 
been silenced in our work. It is imperative that we, 
the League, embrace new ideas, different voices, and 
form alliances that may lead to a disruption of 
traditional approaches to our work. I hear Candalynn. 
I see youth marching for climate. I speak with leaders 
of color in our community. Theirs are the powerful 
voices carrying our country forward. I am inspired, 
and excited to help the League adapt to a new future, 
while honoring the people and work that are our 
foundation today. 
 
Speaking of a new future… I look forward to 
launching the first virtual Annual Meeting of the 
League with you all! Thanks to JoAnne Trow, we will 
have a lively presentation on the history of suffrage in 
Oregon, and thanks to you all, we will be able to 
move the annual League business forward. 
 
One year ago I stepped into the role of President, not 
knowing what I might face. Fortunately, I had a deep 
bench of leaders on the Board to help in every way 
and keep me on track as I learned the ropes of the 
League. I am so grateful for the friendships and 
support of my fellow Board members, our Committee 
members, and the investment of each and every one 
of our members. Thank you for a stellar year for the 
League of Women Voters of Corvallis! 
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Agenda of the Business Meeting 
Jessica McDonald, Presider 

5:00 pm 

Call to Order 

Welcome and Introductions  

Guest Speaker 

Review of the Year  

Introduction of Parliamentarian 

Appointment of Committee to Review Minutes 

Quorum Determination  

Adoption of Agenda 

Treasurer’s Report  

Presentation of the 2020-2021 Recommended Program 

Presentation of the Budget 

Discussion and Adoption of Program 

Discussion and Adoption of the Budget 

Report of Nominating Committee  

Election of Board Members 

Recognition 

Directions to the Board from Members 

Announcements and Adjournment 

Guest Speaker: Dr. JoAnne Trow,  

Vice Provost of Student Affairs, OSU 

Women’s Suffrage in Oregon: Why Did It Take So Long? 

Join us as we celebrate the League’s 100th celebration year with a 50-year 
League member, Dr. Jo Anne Trow, telling stories of how women in 
Oregon got the vote. Learn about the origins of the movement right here 
in Oregon and the inspiring individuals who won hard-fought battles in the 
suffrage movement. Dr. Jo Anne Trow moved to Oregon in 1965 to take a position as Dean of Women at 
OSU. She was promoted to Vice President of Student Affairs in 1983, the first female vice president at OSU. 
She became Vice Provost for Student Affairs in 1993, helped to form the OSU Women’s Center and loosen 
social restrictions on women at the University. She retired in 1995 from OSU to dedicate herself to 
community service. 
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Fruit Sale Fundraiser Report 

Fruit Sale 2019 was most successful ever. We sold more boxes (500 total) and made a 
larger profit (over $5,000) than we have ever made before!  Some of that was due to 
Jim Day putting the information about the sale in the paper week after week. The 
other factor is word of mouth when people keep telling other people about the 
wonderful grapefruit LWV sells. 

Louise Marquering, Chair 

LWV of Corvallis Treasurer’s Report, 2019 – 2020 
Balance Sheet with Previous Year Comparison 

Sara Ingle, Treasurer  
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The budget committee recommends, and the board concurs, that individual dues, last raised in 2012, remain at $60, 
household dues at $90 and student dues at $15. Our current dues do not cover our per member payments (PMP) to 
LWVOR, $30.50 and LWV, $32.  You can help us meet our local operating budget by making a tax-deductible donation to 
the League of Women Voters of Oregon or to the LWVUS Education Fund.   By sending a check made out to either of 
these organizations to our League (PO Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339) for forwarding by the treasurer, our League can use 
your donation as a direct, dollar for dollar, offset to reduce our PMP.  Our grapefruit sale and money donated to our 
League cover our operating expenses. 

Our year closed with receipts exceeding expenditures by $4,214.73. Members are encouraged to apply for funds for action 
by the LWV of Corvallis and for special project funds that are available.   

Budget Committee:  Connie Bozarth, Ann Brodie, Sara Ingle, and Shelly Murphy 
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Nominating Committee Report 
At our League Board meeting on Wednesday, April 1st, the Nominating Committee of Laura Lahm Evenson, 
Marsha Feldman, Lynn Jarvis, Louise Marquering and Mary Youmans, chair, offered the following slate of 
officers for election:  

NOMINEES FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM, 2020-22 
2nd Vice President: Connie Bozarth   Treasurer: Sara Ingle 

Directors: Marsha Feldman, Claudia Keith, and Laura Lahm-Evenson 

NOMINEES FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM, 2020-2021 
Nominating Committee: Lynn Jarvis Louise Marquering, and Shelley Ries 

CONTINUING BOARD MEMBERS, 2019-2021 
President: Jessica McDonald  1st Vice President: Annette Mills 

Co-Secretaries: Ann Brodie and Nancy Rosenberger  
Directors: Karyle Butcher, Cathy Frischmann, and Camille Freitag 

The slate was approved by the Board for submission to the membership for a vote. The Nominating Committee 
expressed its deep appreciation to those nominated for their willingness to serve in the named positions. The 
Corvallis LWV could not exist without the voluntary extra involvement of its members in taking on these 
responsibilities.  

By-Laws 
There are no proposed by-law changes for this year. 

At the Centennial Celebration of the League of Women Voters of Oregon 

LWVOR 2020 Distinguished Service Awardees 
Awards were presented at the 100th year celebration in Salem on March7, 2020 

Congratulations to our awardees; 
Laura Lahm Evenson, Louise 
Ferrell, Paula Krane. Peggy 
Lynch, Kate Mathews, Annette 
Mills, Shelly Murphy, Karen 
Nibler, Barbara Ross, JoAnne 
Trow. They were honored for 
their many years of service to the 
League, our state, and our 
community. 

Pictured on the left are the pamelists at the March 7 celebration: Ellen Rosenblum, Oregon Attorney General; Val Hoyle, Oregon Commissioner of Labor and Industry; 
Barbara Roberts, former Governor of Oregon; Lynn Peterson, Metro Council President; and Martha Walters, Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court. Pictured on the right 
are Merilyn Reeves, winner of the LWVOR Carrie Chapman Catt Award, Norma Jean Germond, winner of the LWVOR Distinguished Service Award and Paula Krane. 
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LWV of Corvallis Recommended Program, 2020-21 
With input from the membership at January’s program planning meeting, the Board of the League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis recommends that we adopt a two-year study of the Corvallis City Charter (scope below).  
A City Charter Study Committee proposed the scope of the study. The City Charter Committee consists of Laura Lahm 
Evenson, Paula Krane, and Louise Marquering. We welcome you to join this committee. Please contact Louise Marquering 
at lwvclouise@aol.com or call at 541-753-0012. 

The Board also recommends that we retain the following Local Positions and take action on issues, as needed: 
At Risk Youth 
Community Planning 
Corrections 
Housing  
Know Your Schools  
Benton County Charter 

Financing the Public Library 
Local Food  
Child Care in Benton County  
Health Services in Benton County 
Prevention of Violence  
Special Taxing Districts

Scope of Proposed New Study: 
Corvallis City Charter 

Pictured below are Paula Krane and Jessica McDonald 
As the citizens of Corvallis and the Corvallis City Council have 
initiated a discussion of potential changes to the city charter the 
League of Women Voters of Corvallis would like to be able to be 
part of the discussion. In order to do this we need to have a 
position on which to base our testimony. League positions are 
determined through study and consensus. Therefore, we propose 
a study of the Corvallis city charter. The first year of this study 
we will explore those issues being discussed by community 
members and City  
Council. The second year of this study we will look at other 
forms of municipal government that are being discussed in 
Oregon and nationally in order to be ready for future discussion 

and possible changes. A two-year study that will address these issues is described below. 

GOALS: 
1. A better understanding of the existing city charter and whether and how it is currently functioning.
2. A new position on the Corvallis city charter and city government that will allow us to advocate in this arena.
3. A study of alternative forms of city government and whether they might be appropriate for Corvallis.

SCOPE:  This will be a two-year study.  The first year will be a review of our current city charter to determine if changes 
are needed. The second year will be an investigation of current and new trends in city governments. 

The scope of the study could include: 
(a) The length of a City Council term
(b) Size of the City Council
(c) Ward versus at-large representation
(d) Compensation - paid/all volunteer
(e) City manager vs. mayor form of government
(f) Other changes as proposed by the Council
(g) Various methods that are in use in other Oregon cities and states.

Everymember material could be produced for each year.  Consensus questions will be formulated for both years in order to 
have a new position or make changes to existing positions.  
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Recap of Our Year’s Programs, September 2019 – May 2020 
September: “Engaging the Next Generation in the 
Political Process”  Our year kicked off with a 
presentation by Candalynn Johnson, a first generation 
college graduate from Sweet Home who has embraced her 
role in leadership and civic engagement. Candalynn led our 
audience in a conversation about igniting the next 
generation of political advocates. 

October: Election Forum and “Parking in Corvallis: A 
Community Conversation”  
 Our Voter Service Committee organized a program to 
give community members an opportunity to hear from 
candidates for the vacant City Council seat in Ward 7. 
Later that month, the League’s Community Planning 
Committee co-sponsored a workshop to identify issues 
related to parking in Corvallis. A follow-up program in 
February exploring potential solutions featured Jeff Petry, 
Parking Manager, City of Eugene; Meredith Williams, 
Director, OSU Transportation Services; and Evan Manvel, 
Land Use and Transportation Planner, Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation and Development.   

November: “Process of Impeaching a President” 
Three OSU Professors, Dr. Steve Shay, School of History, 
Philosophy and Religion; Dr. Rorie Solberg and Dr. 
Christopher Stout, School of Public Policy, joined us to 
explain how impeachment works just as this process was 
unfolding at the US capital.  We learned what will happen 
in the Senate after the House drafts Articles of 
Impeachment; what are "high crimes and misdemeanors”;  
more about the history of federal impeachment process; 
and, of course, what the  impact on Election 2020 might 
be.  
.  
December: “Carbon Pricing in Oregon” Led by 
panelists Tera Hurst, Executive Director of Renew 
Oregon, and Dr. Grant Jacobsen, a University of Oregon 
Economist, we explored the benefits and challenges of 
putting a price on carbon, as well as prospects for 
adoption of a Cap and Invest bill during the Oregon 
Legislature’s 2020 Short Session.  

January: “Preparing for the United States Census” 
and Annual Soup Social/Program Planning  As 
partners in the 2020 Census, we organized a panel of 
experts to explain why we have the census and why an 
accurate count is so important. Kirstin Stein, Partnership 
Specialist for Benton-Linn-Marion Counties of Oregon; 
Mark Shepard, Corvallis City Manager; and Kelly 
Volkmann, Benton County Health Navigation Manager 
and 2020 Census Liaison, covered a range of issues, 
including a little of the history and highlights of the Census 

from the last 200+ years; how the City of Corvallis, 
Benton County and school districts use the census and 
why they depend on an accurate count; and, most 
importantly, how we can help. The week following that 
program, we gathered for soup and warm camaraderie, 
then discussed issues that could benefit from our study or 
action at the national and local levels. Our 2nd Know Your 
City Series focused on Public Safety finished the month. 

Mayor Biff Taber reading Proclamation with Paula Krane in the background. 

February: League of Women Voters’ 100th Birthday  
The celebration of our 100th birthday opened with a 
proclamation presented by Corvallis Mayor Biff Taber, 
followed by a panel featuring Mina Carson, OSU Professor 
of History, Philosophy and Religion; and Kimberly Jensen, 
Western Oregon University Professor of History and 
Gender Studies.  We learned about the history of the 
League in Oregon and the US, as well as the suffragist 
movement in Oregon. We closed the celebration by 
singing “Happy Birthday” to ourselves, socializing, and 
enjoying our birthday cake. 

March & April Due to the coronavirus pandemic, we 
cancelled programs that we had planned for these months. 
However, the LWVOR 100th birthday celebration was held 
in the nick of time!  Just a week prior to Governor 
Brown’s “Stay Home. Stay Safe” order, a busload of our 
local League members traveled to Salem to attend a 
remarkable event that featured women leaders from 
Oregon: former Governor Barbara Roberts, who served as 
moderator; Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum; Labor 
Commissioner Val Hoyle; Metro Council President Lynn 
Peterson; and Supreme Court Chief Justice Martha 
Walters.  

May: “Women’s Suffrage in Oregon: Why did it take 
so long?”  Our 70th annual meeting speaker, JoAnne 
Trow, is making an online presentation that will bring to 
life the stories and people that steered Oregon’s leadership 
in voting rights for women. 

 Annette Mills, 1st Vice President, Program Chair, and 
Paula Krane, Governance Chair 
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League Committee Reports 
Climate Change 

The Climate Change Committee supported 
the LWVOR Climate Emergency 
resolution. “Be it resolved that we as delegates of 
Oregon local Leagues assembled at the 2019 
LWVOR Convention call upon the LWVOR 
Board, Action Committee and local Leagues to 
advocate for consideration of “Climate Emergency 
Declarations” for the state and all county and local 
municipalities (governments).” 
http://lwvor.org/convention-resolution-
climate-emergency/ Subsequently, League 
letters were sent to Corvallis City Council 
and Benton County Commissioners 
addressing the issue. Both responded with 
approved climate crisis resolutions.  

Climate marchers: Cathy Frischmann, Shelley Murphy, Claudia Keith, and Camille Freitag 

In June 2019 many members advocated at the capitol for HB2020, the cap and trade/clean energy jobs bill. The 
League approved and submitted a Letter to the Editor supporting HB2020.  

On September 20th we supported the global Student Strike and Climate Action Week, by walking in solidarity 
with hundreds of Corvallis high school students and climate 
supporters to City Hall to demand justice and an emergency-scale 
response to the climate crisis. The December program “Carbon 
Pricing in Oregon” brought a panel of experts to give insights 
into Oregon passing a cap and invest bill during the 2020 short 
session. 

Our committee spent significant time partnering with the local 
Citizens Climate Lobby and OSU School of History, Philosophy 
and Religion to host a ‘Price on Carbon’ program planned for 
April 2020 at OSU. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, this 
major program was cancelled mid-March.  

Annette Mills moderates as Tera Hurst and Dr. Grant Jacobsen discuss carbon pricing. 
Claudia Keith, Chair 

Legislative Updates

Two Legislative Updates were scheduled (Feb 22 and the canceled March 14) during the short Legislative Session. At 
the updates, each of the four invited legistlators, (Senator Sara Gelser, Representatives Dan Rayfield, Shelly 
Boshart Davis and Mike Nearman) gave a ten-minute introduction. Then the meeting was open for questions, 
moderated by Peggy Lynch.  We had 50 attendees. The event was held at the Corvallis Benton County Library  

 Kate Mathews, Organizer 
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Community Planning 

The main activities of the Community Planning Committee for the year are: 

• Completing a restudy of the local Community Planning Position passed in 1970 to ensure its
relevancy in 2020. Following member discussion meetings, an updated position was adopted by the League Board
in March. The new position is found after this report.

• Organizing a two-part program on Parking in Corvallis in collaboration with the Corvallis Sustainability
Coalition’s Land Use Action Team: a workshop to identify parking problems in October and a presentation of
possible solutions by a panel of experts in February.

• Inviting City Staff to participate in a 2nd annual Know Your City Series with two Thursday evening sessions
focused on Public Safety. January 23rd featured Corvallis Fire Chief Ken McCarthy, Fire Marshall Jeff Prechel, and
Emergency Disaster Planner Dave Busby. On January 30, Captains Nick Hurley and Jason Harvey, and Lieutenant
Joel Goodwin of the Corvallis Police Department covered operations, law enforcement, and community livability.

• Preparing and staffing a table display for a free community workshop, Your Downtown: What’s Next? in
November, and preparation of a different display for the Sustainability Town Hall scheduled for March 12th but
cancelled due to the pandemic.

• Sending a letter to City Council in April supporting a Road Diet (two travel lanes and a center turn lane with
enhanced bicycle lanes) on Circle Boulevard after repaving to improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

The Community Planning Committee held monthly evening meetings. At these meetings, LWVOR Natural Resources 
Coordinator Peggy Lynch has continued to report on the implementation of state legislation addressing the affordable 
housing shortage and other legislation of interest. Committee members also continue monitoring and observing the 
Corvallis Planning Commission, City Council Work Sessions and City Council meetings to keep abreast of community 
development issues.  

Active committee members: Connie Bozarth, Katherine Brenmser, Charlyn Ellis, Laura Lahm Evenson, Peggy Lynch, 
Ruby Moon, and Shelly Murphy, Chair.  

LWV CORVALLIS COMMUNITY PLANNING POSITION 
(Originally Adopted 1970, Last Update 2020) 

League supports healthy, diverse, and inclusive communities where people can live, work, shop and play. This is 
accomplished through comprehensive planning, urbanization policies, local transportation, and open space with 
opportunities for community input in all decision-making.  

Comprehensive Planning (County and City) 
League supports:  

1. Long term comprehensive planning which involves consideration of social, cultural, and aesthetic factors, as well
as land use, utilities and transportation facilities.

2. Extensive, representative community (city, county, region) participation in the development of comprehensive
plans.

3. Measures to insure effective, impartial, prudent, and lawful or legitimate enforcement of the implementation of
comprehensive plans.

4. Emphasis on livability, sustainability and environmental quality in the development and implementation of
comprehensive plans.

5. Citizens’ right to determine by ballot the expansion of municipal limits resulting from proposed annexations,
delayed or otherwise, excepting only state-mandated annexations. (Adopted April 1997)

6. Development impact fees, such as Systems Development Charges (SDC), which require new development to pay a
fair share of the costs of development impact on the community. (Adopted April 1997)
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7. A strong central core of urban and governmental activity, including commercial, residential and recreational
facilities while protecting the riverfront and historic structures, and maintaining the vitality of downtown.

8. Encouraging energy conservation through promotion of an efficient transportation system.

Urbanization  
League supports: 

1. Development that maintains and enhances community livability and protects resource lands.
2. Efficient use of land.
3. Prevention of urban sprawl by concentrating development utilizing infill, redevelopment, and other compact

development forms while taking into consideration protection of the livability of existing neighborhoods.
4. Integration of multi-modal transportation planning and implementation with emphasis on connectivity and

pedestrian orientation.
5. Provision of opportunities for a variety, range, and mix of housing densities, types, and prices.
6. A range of land uses for all community needs, i.e. residential, institutional, commercial, industrial, etc.
7. Provision of public areas, parks and open space (see also Parks and Open Space).
8. Provision of public services in an orderly, economic and efficient manner.
9. Assurance of opportunities for public participation in all decision-making processes.

Transportation (Originally adopted 1974) 
League supports:  

1. Planning and management of multi-modal transportation systems that promote good land use, conserve natural
resources, and maintain environmental quality. The transportation system should

a. include safe and efficient right-sized streets, walkways, bikeways, and parking facilities.
b. ensure safe bikeways for transportation as well as recreation.
c. ensure safe and convenient pedestrian facilities.
d. ensure connectivity between various modes. (Adopted 2020)
e. include an adequate public transit system

2. Adequate public transit systems
a. should be funded by the government whether operated by the government or by private entities with

government contracts.
b. provide access to places of employment, education, shopping, medical and social services, and recreational

and cultural facilities during the day and evening seven days a week.
c. provide special services to overcome inequities of access for particular groups such as the disabled, elderly,

low income.
d. are required by local government to have adequate operational standards, particularly with regard to

qualifications of drivers, public safety, and frequency of service.
e. are coordinated by local government with all local and regional transit systems.

3. Encouraging ride-sharing to help decrease reliance on single occupancy vehicles.
4. Adoption of a comprehensive parking management system. (Adopted 2020)
5. Promotion of non-fossil fuel transportation choices. (Adopted 2020)

Parks and Open Space (Originally adopted November 1991) 
League supports:  

1. Protection through identification, regulation and/or preservation of areas of critical concern, such as rare
and valuable ecosystems, wetlands, borders of rivers and streams, unique scenic and historic areas, and
significant wildlife habitat.

2. Regulation of natural hazard lands where development could endanger life and property, such as flood
plains and areas of unstable geologic formations.

3. Acquisition of land to provide green belts around urban areas in Benton County
4. Provision of open spaces for active community recreation. (Adopted 2020)
5. Access to parks in all neighborhoods for recreation and nourishment for the soul. (Adopted 2020)

Shelly Murphy, Chair 
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Housing 
The LWV Corvallis Housing Committee has 
had a stellar year, both in terms of our 

advocacy and our educational work. Some of our major 
accomplishments include: 

1. We updated our housing position statement. This effort
has been led by Sara Ingle, Lynn Jarvis, Camille Freitag
and Jessica McDonald and when completed will provide
us with a clear path forward as we work to address
affordable housing issues in Corvallis. The Committee is
assessing our options for conducting member meetings
to review the position.

2. We updated our 2017 report, Homelessness in Corvallis
and Benton County. This is a major undertaking that
includes gathering data that is often difficult to track
down from service providers in Benton County and
presenting it in a manner that is useful to our
community. Led by Sara Ingle and Lynn Jarvis, the
report has been approved by the board and is now on
our website.

3. We continued to advocate for an exemption of System
Development Charges for developers who are building
affordable housing units.

4. We took part in a quarterly Joint Housing Partners
meeting to align efforts for housing advocacy across the
region.

5. The committee has joined forces with other advocates
to urge the city to increase the number of bathrooms
and hand-washing facilities available to those in our
community without shelter.

6. Committee member Beverly Hobbs completed her
research on what types of property tax relief are available
to low income individuals and where they might learn
more about their options for taking advantage of these
programs.

7. Reflecting the spirit of the holidays, Penny York suggested
that committee members might want to help prepare gift

bags to share with those members of our community 
lacking basic supplies. The committee wholeheartedly 
embraced this idea and Penny was able to present 25 gift 
bags to Corvallis Housing First to be distributed to those 
most needing them. 

8. Much work went into the preparation of our annual
program only to have it canceled because of coronavirus
concerns. The program, ‘Housing in Corvallis - Don’t
We have Enough?’ was planned by committee members
Beverly Hobbs, Penny York and Tabitha Ciulla. The
committee assembled an impressive array of speakers
who could address with first-hand knowledge the
difficulty of finding affordable housing in our
community.

Karyle Butcher, Chair 
______________________ 

Membership   
Our membership is the reason the League has had such a 
positive impact on our democracy and on our local 
communities. Thank you for your active participation in our 
organization! 2019-2020 was a great year for membership. 
We now are 161 strong! This year we had one New 
Member Welcome event at Ann Brodie’s home.  Due to 
the quarantine we have had to delay a second one.  We 
continue to try to find ways to engage all members. 

Bouquets of thanks to our committee members Ann Brodie 
and Connie Bozarth; our treasurer, Sara Ingle, who 

processes membership payments; 
and Shelly Murphy who has 
maintained all of the lists for many 
years. Long time active member, 
Marolyn Welch Tarrant passed away 
in March. She lives on in our 
memories. 

Laura Lahm Evenson. Chair 

Voter Service

The fall election in odd numbered years is typically pretty quiet, but we did have 
one City Council seat to fill and a ballot measure to create a special taxing district 
for 911 emergency communications services. We hosted a well-attended forum for 
the candidates (pictured here are candidates Linda Gearhart, Bradley Longman, Susan 
Watenza, and Paul Shaffer) seeking to fill the Council Ward 7 seat and prepared a pro 
and con sheet on the 911-district measure. The 2020 primary has been a challenge. 
With no local candidates opposed, the inability to hold a forum was not too great 
of a loss. The lack of any place to distribute printed voters’ guides was a challenge. 

We instead advertised in local papers and online to get the word out about the League’s voter information database, 
VOTE411. We hope you were able to find the information you needed to make your decisions.   Camille Freitag, Chair 
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Communications

LWV Website  www.lwv.corvallis.or.us.  This site has
the month’s activities on the home page and has links to the 
League’s history, newsletters, positions, and advocacy. It also 
has links to elected officials, local and state government and 
more. In other words, it is a quick way to find the contacts or 
information you are looking for. Kris Paul designed the 
website and continues to be our resource when we have a 
problem or need something added. It is updated monthly by 
Shelly Murphy. Names of others who would like to work 
with the website would be most welcome - email 
shellym@peak.org         Shelly Murphy  

List Serve  Each month I send between ten and 
thirty email messages.  These are 
reminders about League and 
sometimes non-League events, 
action alerts from LWVUS, 
LWVOR, governmental agencies, 

and occasionally local League and other 
announcements. Because of Covid 19 this spring I have 
sent more in order to keep our members connected. 
Again this year I was faced with problems with those 
members who have a Comcast address (Comcast has 
been blocking these messages).   And because I changed 
computers and programs there were many bugs that 
needed to be corrected and I appreciated everyone’s 
patience with me as I worked through all this to get 
back to a smooth sending of the email messages.  If 
you’re not on the list, and would like to be, please 
contact Paula Krane, list serve coordinator.   

Paula Krane 

Newsletter Nine issues of the local League Newsletter
and this Workbook were published this year.  League Board 
members provide copy; Ann Schauber edits copy and does 
layout for the newsletter. Jessica McDonald, Paula Krane, 
Annette Mills, Shelly Murphy and Beth Thoennes proofread; 
Shelly prints address labels; Louise Marquering distributes 
electronic versions to members and others; and Alvin Eshe 
and Janet Wolfe-Eshe do the mailing.  

 Ann Schauber, Editor 

Publicity Monthly League
meetings, an election forum, two 
legislative update meetings, two 
events for the Know Your City 
Series, annual citrus fruit fundraiser, 
and the League’s 100th Year 
Celebration were publicized in a 
variety of ways. Notices were 
submitted to the Gazette Times, the 
Advocate, Corvallis-Benton County 
Library, Paula Krane for the League’s List 
Serve and Claudia Keith for social media. 
Flyers were placed, as appropriate, at 
the Corvallis-Benton County Library, 
New Morning Bakery, Grass Roots 

Books, Squirrels Tavern, First Alternative Co-ops, Old 
World Deli, Osborn Center, Timberhill Athletic and Tennis 
Clubs, Fitness Over Fifty, Imagine Coffee, Sam Fit, Bodhi 
Bakery and various departments at OSU (as appropriate). 
For some events, as appropriate, publicity was submitted to 
the Sustainability Coalition and other organizations.      

Marsha Feldman, Chair 

Facebook  Our social media reach continues to grow!
LWV of Corvallis became active on Facebook in late 2014. 

Since then, we have accumulated 487 followers 
and 428 Likes.  

Corvallis League’s Facebook page is a source for 
the League event calendar, periodic shares from 

the Oregon or U.S. League of Women Voters, content of 
special interest submitted by the local League’s membership, 
and on-the-spot photographs and reporting from League 
community fora. The page is carefully moderated to avoid 
content that is blatantly partisan or otherwise in conflict with 
League positions. 

If you haven’t joined us, please do so today. It’s easy: 
• To find our Facebook page, search for “League of

Women Voters Corvallis” or enter “LWVCorvallis”.
• To get League updates on your own Facebook timeline,

just LIKE the League’s page, and set Notifications ON
(desktop) or FOLLOWING (mobile).

• To spread the word about the League and its events,
please INVITE your friends to view or LIKE the
League’s page also.

And don't forget to SHARE posts that you find interesting 
and useful. 

Claudia Keith 




