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President’s Corner

Reflections from Our League President
What a strange new world we live in today. As terms like ‘shelter in place’ and ‘social
distancing’ become our daily language, we are learning to adapt to a new normal.
I hope that you, League member, are feeling safe and comforted
in these uncertain times. In this new, vulnerable chapter of our
lives, I have been thinking deeply about the nature of resiliency.
In Salem earlier this month we celebrated the League’s 100th
birthday. The stage was shared throughout the day by inspiring
women leaders who spoke to the transformation they have
witnessed of women and people of color in government and
leadership. We heard Labor Commissioner, Val Hoyle, speak about
her commitment to hiring diverse teams, and OR Chief Justice
Martha Lee Walters reflect on the radical evolution on the Supreme
Court, where women now hold a majority of the seats.
What stood out to me in these stories was the running narrative of resilience. Speaker
and past Governor Barbara Roberts once said it best “Hardship. Endurance.
Persistence. Bravery. Strength. Tenacity. Scar tissue. This is our history. These are our
role models.”
The theme of endurance and fortitude is one that speaks to us today, in this moment
ripe with unknowns. What gives me faith is that for the League of Women Voters our
entire history is founded on these principles. Our battles for voting rights, reproductive
rights, environmental protection, and health care have not been an easy road. We will
get through this, together.
As we spend time close to home, here are a few actions that you can take today to
continue to support the League’s work:
• Take the 2020 Census online! www.my2020census.gov
• Visit the League’s election website to learn more about local and national
candidates and platforms: www.vote411.org
• The LWVOR recently published a
new study on Cybersecurity:
www.lwvor.org/studies
• Call a fellow League member to
check in on how she/he is doing.
Here’s to you, League friend. Thank you
for being a part of the League’s story of
resiliency! I look forward to connecting
in-person once safe.
Please reach out – I would love to
connect by email or phone: jessicammcdonald@gmail.com
In community,
Jessica McDonald, President
League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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Housing Committee

Revised Housing Position on Hold

Housing Facts
73 hours/week - the number of hours a worker at minimum wage would
have to work to afford a 2 bedroom apartment in Benton County
For every 100 low-income families, there are 14 affordable units in
Benton County. 5 out of 6 renters in Benton County spend more than
50% of their income on rent.
Source: Oregon Housing Alliance

LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302

Our revised housing position statement is on hold. We thank those of you who
provided us with feedback. Because of the current restrictions on gatherings,
we have postponed our consensus discussions. We will reschedule, perhaps
through video conferencing or smaller sessions.
Sadly, we also cancelled our program: Housing in Corvallis - Don’t We Have
Enough? We hope to reschedule. The program committee, chaired by Beverly
Hobbs, arranged a stellar group to present on this very timely topic. Our report
Homelessness in Corvallis and Benton County will be updated and ready for
publication very soon. Shawn Collins with the HOPE Advisory Board,
described our report as an “authoritative view of the of the total number of
homeless in the Corvallis area.”
The Housing Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, 2:003:30. Because of the uncertainty surrounding the Coronavirus, we will be
looking for alternative ways to meet in order to continue to move forward on
issues of homelessness and affordable housing.
Karyle Butcher, Housing Chair
✔✔✔

Primary Election Update
The League of Women Voters will not be hosting any candidate forums in
advance of the primary election. None of our local County offices are
contested at the primary level, although there are some races at the State level.
We encourage everyone to look for candidate
information on VOTE411.org and to look for
our Voter’s Guides both in print and online as
we get closer to the election.
The last day to register to vote or to update your registration is April 28th. You
can check your registration status by searching for My Vote Oregon or visiting
the elections office in the basement of the courthouse. You can make changes
to your address or party affiliation online, but will need to visit in person and
provide a new signature to change your name.
Camille Freitag, Voter Services

503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis, which

is produced nine to ten
times a year.
Contact Ann Schauber,
ann@caracolores.com, with
suggestions, comments,
submissions, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. A membership form is
on the last page.
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Housing and the Cost of Parking

In February, our League co-sponsored with the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition’s Land Use
Action Team, a meeting entitled “Parking in Corvallis: Exploring Solutions”. Our goal was
to educate community members so that they are prepared to comment on any suggested
changes that may be proposed to Corvallis’ parking management as a result of a parking
audit currently underway. Below is a summary of the “Housing and Mandated Parking”
presentation given by the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development’s Land Use and
Transportation Planner Evan Manvel. This summary can be found at
http://oregonstate.edu/instruction/anth481/LUAT/Manvel.html
Summary
Those making a car trip have come to expect a 10 by 20 foot parking place next to the destination of every trip.
Providing free parking is expensive and that expense is passed on to taxpayers, renters, workers, and those who
do not use cars.
The person making a car trip is not aware of the costs for providing parking. The cost of the land, the expense of
building and maintaining parking, and the foregone opportunities for the use of land on which the car is stored
are bundled with the overall cost of a commercial building, apartment house, or residential unit. Data show:
•
•
•
•
•

The cost of mandating parking increases housing costs 15-30%. In Corvallis, the market rate for parking
averages $89 per space/month for outside; $224 per space for inside parking,
The cost of a parking structure is $20,000-$100,000/space,
The cost of housing usually increases 10-20% with parking included. The range can be as much as 531%,
Parking requirements mean less housing, and less housing that is affordable. Mandatory parking lowers
wages and raises prices,
Much of the mandated parking goes unused.

Overall, these are hidden costs to everyone, but parking also adds to the climate crisis, housing unaffordability,
more people experiencing homelessness, the physical inactivity epidemic, and the city’s declining property tax
revenues.
Manvel provides data about Corvallis’ mandated parking and the experiences of cities elsewhere. He finds that
cities are shifting to
•
•
•
•
•

more careful study of their parking storage requirements and supply.
using parking management and pricing to more effectively and adequately use parking.
more shared parking and eliminating excess unused parking.
eliminating mandatory parking rules.
adopting policies for the beneficiaries of parking to pay more of the costs, i.e., reduce subsidies to car
storage.
Shelly Murphy, Community Planning Chair
Welcome to our Newest Members!

Our League is growing. We welcome new members:
Tabitha Ciulla, Lucinda & Thomas Ebert, Linda Fayler, Barbara Forrest-Ball, Ermal Griswold, Beverly Hobbs,
DeAnn & Del McCluskey, Janet Morlan, Mariah Robillard, Michael Schuyler, Courtland & Linda Smith, Richard
Staggenborg, Aurora Weller, Nancy William, Margie Trifari, and Vicki Wilderman.
Laura Lahm Evenson, Membership Chair
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P.O. Box 1679
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Join us on Facebook
LWVCorvallis

LWV Calendar

Join the League of Women Voters
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________

April All programs have been cancelled for this month.
Wed

1 Board Meeting, 4:30-6:00 pm,
Video Conference

May All events are tentative.
Wed 6
Tue-Wed
Wed 19
Wed 27
June
25-27

Board Meeting, 4:30-6pm
16-17 LWVOR Council, Newport
Primary Elections
Annual Meeting and Dinner 6pm,
Library
LWVUS Convention, Washington DC

City, Zip+4digits_______________________________
Phone ______________________________________
Email ______________________________________
____ $60 Individual Membership ____ $90 Household
____ $15 Student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Dues half price beginning April 1 for this year.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

