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Voters, a nonpartisan
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understanding of major
public policy issues and
• influences public policy
through education and
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State Study

Explore Issues of Hard Rock Mining in Oregon
Thursday, March 21, 7:00 pm
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
Consensus Meeting, Friday, March 22, 1-3 pm
Home of Ann Schauber, 4180 NW Canary Pl
park with headlights facing into house and woods

“Technology, transportation, construction, energy, and more – our modern society is
dependent on the minerals we mine from the earth. Examples are: nickel, the key to
making stainless steel; copper, silver, and gold, used in electronic devices; and zinc, a
critical component in galvanized metals.” (Excerpt from LWVOR Study, Hard Rock
Mining in Oregon: Environment, Economy, and Laws)
Although we use many
tools and products that
require minerals in their
manufacture, mining for
these minerals has the
potential to cause severe
impacts to the
environment that many
Oregonians cherish. The
League of Women
Voters of Oregon has
recently completed a
study of hard rock
mining in Oregon, with
an eye toward developing
a position on which the
League can base
testimony. In order for
our members to make
informed responses to the consensus questions (see page 4) and to educate our
community, we are offering our March program to explore this issue. This program
will be followed the next day with a consensus discussion among League members.
Thursday’s program is open to the public and is co-sponsored by Corvallis-Benton
County Public Library. Our Consensus Meeting on Friday is for League members only.
To review the study and an executive summary, go to http://lwvor.org/studyarchives/lwvorstudyarchivelibrary/.
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President’s Corner

State Legislature is in Full Swing
Attend Oregon Mining Consensus Meeting

Our state Legislature is now in full session and the League’s
Legislative Updates are back on. One Saturday a month,
our locally elected officials take time out from their busy
schedules to update us on what is happening in Salem, one way to provide
voters with government transparency. I encourage everyone to bring a friend
or neighbor to these informative meetings at the library. Thanks are due to
Kate and Chris Mathews who organize the events and make the coffee! If you
would like to provide a sweet bread or snack, please let Kate know. Check the
calendar for which Saturday of the month the meeting will be held.
All League members should have received the latest LWV of Oregon study
Hard Rock Mining in Oregon. Our March general meeting will focus on the issue
and will be followed by a consensus meeting the following day. Please take
some time to read the study and formulate some questions in preparation for
our meetings. This is a great example of how a local League identified a
problem, did a study and is now educating the rest of the state on the issue. In
this bulletin you will find the questions we will cover when coming to
consensus on hard rock mining. If consensus is reached, the LWVOR can
adopt a position on mining in Oregon. Your participation is important. Please
make these meetings a priority in your busy life.
On Saturday, March 28th, 2020, Leagues from all over the state will be gathering
in Salem to celebrate the 100th birthday of this great organization. Block this
date out on your calendars! More information on the gala event will be
coming. Our local League will also have some events to celebrate this
landmark. If you have any information or pictures of events the League has
participated in locally, please send them to me. Have you got any ideas for our
local birthday celebration? Let the Board know.
Laura Lahm Evenson, President
v
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State Legislative Update Meeting
Saturday March 9, 10 – 11:30 am
Corvallis-Benton County Library
Meet and converse with your state legislators. Hear about their work and ask
your questions. League member, Jessica McDonald, will be our moderator.
Oregon Legislators who are invited to participate:
• Senator Sara Gelser
• Representative Shelly Boshart Davis
• Representative Dan Rayfield
• Representative Mike Nearman
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www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508
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______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis, which

is produced nine to ten
times a year.
Contact Ann Schauber,
ann@caracolores.com, with
suggestions, comments,
submissions, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. A membership form is
on the last page.
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Toward All People Having a Place to Live

Housing Committee Focuses on K-20 Homelessness
Affordable Housing and Tiny Houses Also on Agenda

The Housing Committee is putting final touches on
the April program K-20 Homelessness. Speakers
are Nicole Hindes, OSU Office of Student Life and
Chris Hawkins, 509J. They will have stories of how
homelessness affect students, statistics on the
number of homeless students at OSU and 509J and
what can we do. The number of K-12 and OSU
students who are lacking permanent shelter and
cannot count on regular meals is much larger than
you might imagine. Presenters will share ideas on
what each of us can do to change the dynamics of
this situation.
Benton Habitat for Humanity, with the support of
the Housing Committee, is putting together an
Affordable Housing Toolkit to address what steps
could be taken to increase affordable housing for
first time home buyers, current home owners and
renters. We will be sharing a booth with Benton
Habitat for Humanity at the March Sustainability
Town Hall.

Committee member Nancy Evenson continues to
monitor the city's actions on tiny houses.
Our committee is putting together a list of invited
speakers for our future meetings. All of this is to
continue our education on what local jurisdictions
can do to increase their stock of affordable housing
and how we might help move some of these
initiatives forward. We are particularly interested in
the merger of Willamette Neighborhood Housing
Services with NEDCO - Neighborhood Economic
Development Corporation.
Housing Committee meetings are the second and
fourth Thursday at Benton Habitat for Humanity 2:00- 3:30. If housing is an interest of yours, please
come to our meetings.
Karyle Butcher

⌘⌘⌘⌘

Learn About Sustainable Efforts of Local Businesses and Organizations
11th Annual Sustainability Fair and Town Hall
Thursday, March 7 (5-7 pm Fair and 7-9 pm Town Hall)
CH2MHill Alumni Center, 725 SW 26th St., OSU Campus
More than 50 hands-on exhibits will highlight the sustainability efforts of local businesses, organizations, and
Sustainability Coalition action teams. Once again this year, the Sustainability Fair and Town Hall will itself be a
sustainable event, featuring zero waste, low energy and water use, and local food. Attendees are encouraged to add to
the sustainability focus of the event by using energy-efficient transportation to get to the event: walk, bike, carpool, or
take the bus. Learn more online https://sustainablecorvallis.org
Both events are organized by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, a network of more than 350 partner organizations
and hundreds of individual volunteers working together to create a sustainable community. The League of Women
Voters of Corvallis is an “Engaged Partner” of the Coalition.
Annette Mills

In 1920

President Maud Wood Park called LWV's first adopted program "a kettle of eels" with broad subject areas--child welfare,
education, the home and high prices, women in gainful occupations, public health and morals, and independent citizenship
for married women. It set up classes for volunteer teachers in citizenship schools and organized institutes to study our
system of government, candidate forums, and "get out the vote" campaigns.
Beth Thoennes

Page 4

League of Women Voters of Corvallis

March 2019

Bring this page with you to consensus meeting March 22

Hard Rock Mining Consensus Questions

Comments and areas of concern are welcomed for each consensus question.

1. What factors should be included in the regulation and oversight of hard rock mining and processing?
a. Clear, comprehensive permitting process that includes adequate opportunities for public input
b. Environmental and health impacts on local communities (e.g., water quality, air quality, soil quality, wildlife
preservation)
c. In-depth cost/benefit analysis that includes economic benefits to the local economy (e.g., increased jobs &
wages, higher tax revenues) vs. cost to taxpayers (e.g., increased revenue needed for roads & other infrastructure,
public safety, long term monitoring)
d. Impacts on other industries (e.g., agriculture, fishing, tourism, hunting, recreation, foraging, timber harvesting)
e. Public Safety (i.e., mine worker safety; impact from natural disasters, such as earthquakes, landslides, floods)
f. Long term monitoring and restoration costs

2. What changes, if any, should be considered in the reform of federal hard rock mining laws?
a. Re-evaluate the historic directive that hard rock mining takes precedence over other uses of public land
b. Charge royalties for metal extraction on federal land to help pay for enforcement and monitoring
c. Place limits on ownership of hard rock mines by foreign companies
d. Ensure that hard rock mining operations, not taxpayers, bear the costs of mining clean up, reclamation, and
long-term monitoring
e. Hold former owners of mining companies financially liable for reclamation costs
f. Strengthen protection of areas of critical environmental concern
g. Ensure that areas with special designations such as National Wild and Scenic Rivers, BLM Areas of
Environmental Concern, forest Service Research Natural Areas, and Botanical Areas are off limits to mining
h. Streamline leasing, permitting, and oversight process

3. What changes, if any, should be made to Oregon mining laws?
a. Make it mandatory for mining operations to provide security or an annuity for post-reclamation monitoring.
b. Make bonding requirements sufficient to cover long-term site care and monitoring needs.
c. Take a more regional approach when crafting Oregon mining regulations to account for variations in
population density, topography, climate conditions, and economic need.
d. Ensure that all Oregonians have a say in the use of public land

4. To promote economic development in parts of Oregon, should some taxpayer money be used to
mitigate the high upfront costs of mine development, such as mapping, chemical analysis, and
exploratory drilling?

5. Should the state of Oregon develop programs to encourage recycling of metals and their alloys? (e.g.,
an initiative similar to the E-cycling program for electronic devices; grants or subsidies to encourage
local companies to process, use, or manufacture products using recycled metals)
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Community Planning Report

Requests for More Know Your City Series
January Series Available Online

Our Know Your City Series was a great success. The meeting room at the library was full each of the three
nights. There were requests for meetings on other topics such as city policing, where our water comes from and
where it goes. We shall follow up on all of the suggestions.
We want to thank our speakers: retired City Councilor Hal Brauner, Central Park Neighborhood Association
Leader Courtney Cloyd, City Manager Mark Shepard, City Finance Director Nancy Brewer, Community
Development Director Paul Bilotta, Neighborhood Coordinator Tracy Oulman, and Parks Planner Jackie
Rochefort. They each delivered an informative, concise, and interesting presentation. Their presentations can be
found on the League’s website (lwv.corallis.or.us) under Know Your City.
Committee member Ruby Moon received requests for videos of the event. Arch Drinnen from the Majestic
Theatre volunteered to video each meeting. City Public Information Officer Pat Rollens has made the videos
available on the City’s Vimeo site:
• For the Budget talk - https://vimeo.com/315280928 .
• For Land Use - https://vimeo.com/315285687 .
• Unfortunately, the City Charter talk is not available on video.
Thank you to Ruby Moon and to all
committee members: Connie Bozarth
(moderated, made nameplates and did
set-up), Charlyn Ellis (wrote press
release, moderated), Laura Lahm
Evenson (recruited speakers, made
refreshments), Prasanthi Pavuluri
(designed flyer), and Ann Scheerer,
chair of co-sponsor Land Use Action
Team of the Corvallis Sustainability
Coalition (moderated and helped
distribute flyers).
December Board Meeting: pictured are Karen Nibler, Sara Ingle, Laura Evenson, and Mary Youmans

If you are interested in joining the
Community Planning Committee, email shellym@peak.org.

Shelly Murphy

LWV Corvallis Welcomes the Following New Members:
• Mary Austin-Seymour and Doug Seymour
• Carolyn Mayers
• Izzie Elliott and Lawrence Johnson
• Pat and Betty Malone
New members bring new ideas and energy to our organization.
We look forward to meeting each of you at our future meetings.
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Join us on Facebook
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Join the League of Women Voters

LWV Calendar
March 2019

Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4digits_______________________________
Phone ______________________________________

Tue
Thu

5 Board Meeting, 11:30-1pm
7 Sustainability Fair & Town Hall, 5-9 pm,
OSU (pg.3)
Sat
9 Legislative Town Hall, (pg.2) 10-11:30am,
Library
Thu 21 General Meeting: Hard Rock Mining,
(pg 1) 7 pm, Library
Fri 22 Hard Rock Mining Consensus Meeting,
(pg 4) 1-3 pm, 4180 NW Canary Pl.

Email ______________________________________
____ $60 Individual Membership ____ $90 Household
____ $15 Student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____

April 2019

I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
____________________________________________

Tue
Sat
Wed
Mon

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679

2
6
17
29

Board Meeting 11:30 - 1 pm
Legislative Town Hall: 10-11:30 am, Library
General Meeting: Housing 7 pm, Library
League Day at the Legislature

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

