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You won’t want to miss

Our Annual Soup Social & Program Planning
Tuesday, January 15, 6:00 – 8:30 PM

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 2945 NW Circle Blvd.
Dinner is on us! Your board provides delicious soups, breads & desserts.
Please bring your own bowl, plate, cup, and table utensils.
This gathering is our League members’ opportunity to set the coming year’s program,
our basis for education and action. Please review our state and local positions in
preparation for this meeting (pg 6-7). Reflect on community issues that might benefit
from our study or action. What new studies or directions at state and local League
levels might address these issues? What practical considerations might be involved?

Know Your City

Thursdays in January, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
Have you ever asked: What does the Corvallis mayor do? How can citizens change the
city charter? What do my taxes pay for, exactly, and can that money
be redirected? How can I weigh in on local planning?
If the answer is yes, then come to the League’s Know Your City Series. In three
sessions—one focusing on the city charter, one explaining the city budget, and the last
considering citizen engagement in proactive city design—we will answer all of these
questions and more.
Jan. 10 –

Charter: How is the City Structured?
Presenters: Hal Brauner, Retired City Councilor
Courtney Cloyd, Central Park Neighborhood Association

Jan. 17 –

Budget: How do we pay for City services?
Presenters: Mark Shepard, Corvallis City Manager
Nancy Brewer, Corvallis Finance Director

Jan. 24 –

Land Use: How do we design our City?

Presenters: Paul Bilotta, Community Development Director
Tracy Oulman, Housing and Neighborhood Coordinator
Jackie Rochefort, Parks Planner
Light Refreshments Provided
Co-Sponsors: Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Land Use Action
Team, and City of Corvallis
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President’s Corner

Add Your Voice to Issues for Study

The LWV of Corvallis put on some superior and informative
programs last year and we are planning more for 2019.
January’s meeting is our Soup and Program Planning
evening. Warm up on a cold winter night by supping on
delicious soups provided by your Board members. Tell us,
what would you like to see the League do? This is the opportunity for League
members to direct the focus for the upcoming year. Please give a little thought to
the pressing issues as well as ignored issues in our community that the League
could be addressing. If you don’t like to drive at night, we have people happy to
carpool. Email any of our board members and we will find a ride for you. Hope to
see you there!
Our Community Planning Committee will be presenting our first program of the
year Know Your City Series with an informative three part series in January. You can
attend one or all of the evenings. Bring a friend or neighbor with you.
Legislative Town Halls will begin in February. Come have a cup of coffee on
Saturday mornings and listen to our local representatives discuss what is happening
in the legislature. If you are willing to provide some baked goods, please contact
Kate Mathews.
We would like to thank Norman Turrill, LWVOR President, and Candalynn
Johnson for coming to Corvallis to explain Redistricting in Oregon. To learn more
go to RedistrictingMatters.org or LWVOR.org/redistricting-in-Oregon.
And finally, we would also like to thank our own Louise Marquering and her
elves for another successful fruit sale! This is our only fund raising event of the
year and provides the resources for all of our local events. Louise makes this
complex event run as smooth as silk.

Laura Lahm Evenson, President
Thanks to our Speedy Fruit Unloaders and Deliverers
People have been tasting fruit offered by family and friends and then calling to buy
a box of their own! A huge thank you to everyone who helped out including three
wonderful husbands: Dave Evenson, Dennis Marquering and Harvey Thoennes
who unloaded one last pallet on a rainy Sunday at 6:30 p.m. The Thoennes family
again offered their garage and grandsons to unload the boxes of fruit. Bart Bolger
and Steve Ferrell were a wonderful help on Saturday morning.
Thank you to the people who made our fruit sale happen, the Deliverers! This year
everyone picked up the fruit on Saturday and the Thoennes' garage was cleared out
by 4:00 p.m.! That was impressive. Thanks Charlain Beschta, Connie Bozarth, Ann
and Doug Brodie, Joan Canan, Marcia Cutler, Charlyn Ellis, Steve Ferrell, Sara
Ingle, Dagmar Johnson, Paula Krane, Fred Hughes, Bob Joyce, Peggy Lynch,
Carolyn Madsen, Kate Mathews, Steve McLaughlin, Karen Nibler, Jo Overton,
Patricia Parcells, Suzy Pelican, Alice Rampton, Ann Smart, Janet Throop, Mary
Youmans and the husbands who also helped.
Louise Marquering, Fruit Dispatcher
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______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis, which

is produced nine to ten
times a year.
Contact Ann Schauber,
ann@caracolores.com, with
suggestions, comments,
submissions, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. A membership form is
on the last page.
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Only 12 Years Left to Act to Avoid Drastic Climate Consequences
Corvallis League members Cathy Frischmann and Claudia Keith have just returned from the United Nations COP24 Climate
Change Conference in Katowice, Poland where they represented LWVUS as UN certified NGO observers. Pictured here are Cathy
Frischmann (right) and Rebecca Boyd from LWVIL. The following is Cathy’s reflections:

After 13 hours at the UN COP24 venue waiting for the wrap up plenary to commence and literally as the
eleventh hour approached, we decided our need for sleep wouldn’t influence the results. What did the 197
countries decide to do? In October, these countries received an urgent climate crisis alert from the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on 1.5 degrees C. (The report spelled out the
need for slashing greenhouse gas emissions by nearly 50 per cent by 2030 to cap global warming at 1.5 degrees C
in order to avoid drastic consequences. Developing countries are already reeling from climate extreme weather
and sea level rise).
The general view is that the global political community failed to seize an opportunity to take the urgent action.
The parties, including the United States, did agreed on a Paris Climate Agreement rulebook, which calls on the
world's nations to keep global warming significantly below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees F),and transparent rules
for ensuring that countries could monitor each other’s greenhouse gas emissions and measure their impacts.
They also agreed to increase their greenhouse gas reduction commitments by 2020, and to provide more
financing for vulnerable nations. However, as Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, leader of WWF's Climate and Energy
Practice stated, "What we've seen in Poland reveals a fundamental lack of understanding of our current crisis. We
need all countries to commit to raising climate ambition before 2020. Environmental and human justice language
is inconsistent in the agreements and their inclusion is essential.”
Mohamed Nasheed, the former president of the Maldives, noted “One of the most striking things about this
conference of the parties was the presence of energized young people in far greater numbers than I have ever
seen them at a COP before,” shared. Take a moment to watch Greta Thunberg, a 15 year old Swedish
activist, give her concise address to the COP24 plenary session December 12th
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1znxp8b65E
Historical Context: The League of Women Voters was invited by President Harry Truman to serve as a consultant to the U.S.
delegation at the United Nations Charter Conference in 1945. The League expressed support for the UN, the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. To this day, the League has continued its presence at the United Nations through its one official and
two alternate observers.
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LWVUS Sends Delegates to UN COP24 Climate Change
Conference
As the fourth day of the United Nations COP24 Climate Change
Conference gets underway in Katowice, Poland, LWV of Oregon
members, Cathy Frischmann and Claudia Keith, are traveling to Poland
representing LWVUS as UN certified NGO observers. They will meet
up with two League members one from California and one from Illinois.
Most of their time will be spent advocating for Our Children's Trust
(#youthvgov) which proposes a 'Climate Recovery Plan' based on
current science that reduces atmospheric carbon to 350 ppm before
2100 and staying below 1.5C warming, and putting a price on carbon
emissions.
Policymakers at the Paris climate talks in 2016 directed the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to conduct research
on the impact that global warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels
would have on the planet. In October, the IPCC released their alarming findings: we only have twelve years to
significantly curb carbon emissions in order to ensure that global warming does not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius.
“Even a half degree above 1.5 degrees Celsius would considerably worsen droughts, flooding, fires, and other
extreme weather events, which in turn would exasperate global poverty, harm public health, damage the
economy, spur large migration flows, and cause massive environmental damage that may not be reversible.”
Claudia and Cathy were instrumental in the passage of 4 of these 5 LWVUS resolutions.
2016 LWVUS Climate Change Resolutions:
1. Signer- Our Children's Trust Federal Amicus Brief (‘Juliana v U.S. Government’)
2. Support ratification- UN COP 21 Paris Agreement
3. Support update- LWVUS should continue push to fully implement the EPA Clean Power Plan, starting
at state levels, and call on the White House to implement an updated science-based Climate Action
Plan, stabilize global warming by reducing CO2 levels to no more than 350 ppm by 2100.
2018 LWVUS Resolutions Support:
1. Efforts to price carbon emissions by cap-and-trade, carbon tax/fee, or other viable pricing.
We do not espouse any single method of pricing carbon over another, do not have a position on using
generated revenue. We will evaluate all proposed methods for effectiveness to successfully implement
and abate emissions.
2. Climate assessment criteria to ensure energy policy alignment with current climate science. These require
using the latest climate science to evaluate proposed energy policies and major projects in light of
globally-agreed- goal to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees C, inspired by the successful spirit of
global cooperation at the UN COP 21 Paris agreement.

Did you find a red dot on the cover of your newsletter?
This is our way of reminding you, your dues are overdue.
Use the form on the back page and renew with us today.
We miss you!
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LWV Housing Committee

Committee Submits Report to Board
Focuses on Affordable Housing

The housing committee continues to focus on the need for affordable housing. Particularly noteworthy is a
handout from the Housing Opportunities Coalition that states that a minimum-wage worker would need to
work 77 hours/week to afford a two-bedroom apartment or earn $42,800 to pay $1,070 for rent and utilities on
that apartment.
We submitted our report on System Development Charges (SDCs) to the league Board. The report shows that
other cities have used full or partial exemptions of SDCs to encourage the growth of affordable housing. The
report, prepared by Jessica MacDonald, Karen Rockwell, Sara Ingle and Karyle Butcher, summarizes data
gathered from cities comparable to Corvallis on how they are using SDC exemptions/waivers to fund affordable
housing.
The league has two positions related to housing. One is on charging developers for SDCs and the other is on
support of low-income housing. You can read about these positions on our website: https://lwv.corvallis.or.us
Funding Traditional Housing
Housing Committee members Lynn Jarvis continues her liaison work with the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition
and other groups to find creative ways to fund transitional housing for low income and homeless individuals and
families. If you have interest in this topic, please connect with Lynn and/or attend a meeting of the LVW
Housing Committee.
Property Tax Relief to Help Low Income Residents
The housing committee is beginning to gather information on those cities and states that are using property tax
relief to help low income individuals remain in their homes. Committee member, Erin Kanzig is taking the lead
on this project.
Proposed City Code Changes for Tiny Homes
Our committee, with the guidance of housing committee member, Nancy Evenson, is monitoring the code
changes the city staff is considering vis a vis tiny homes.
For 2019, housing committee meetings are the second and fourth Thursday of each month – 2:00- 3:30 in the
conference room of Benton Habitat for Humanity.
Karyle Butcher, Housing Chair

One Easy Way to Financially Support Corvallis League
Our league can use your donation to the LWV of Oregon (yes, this is tax-deductible) or to the LWVUS Education
Fund as a direct, dollar for dollar, offset to reduce our state and national dues payments, known as “per member
payments”. Your dues to our league do not cover our required “per member payments” to our state and national
organizations. You can help us meet our local operating budget by making a tax-deductible donation to the
LWV of Oregon or the LWVUS Education Fund and send us (PO Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339) the check
made out to either of these organizations for forwarding. Gifts mailed directly by you to the organizations do
not reduce our PMP but do support important state and national work. Of course, we are always happy to
receive your non-deductible donations to the LWV of Corvallis.
Sara Ingle, Treasurer
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For Program Planning: Local Positions
League of Women Voters of Corvallis - Current Positions
For more details, see https://lwv.corvallis.or.us/about/where-we-stand/
COMMUNITY PLANNING Support of:
Comprehensive Planning which involves consideration
of social, cultural, and aesthetic factors, land use, public
facilities, and major streets; Urbanization policies which
fosters healthy and diverse communities where people
can live, work, shop and play; Open Space; and energy
conservation through an efficient, local Transportation
system. (Adopted 1974)

AT RISK YOUTH Support of programs addressing
needs of children with educational, health, family,
substance abuse, socioeconomic or legal problems that
contribute to leaving school early. Prevention and early
intervention programs should be available from early
childhood to emancipation and should be
comprehensive, coordinated and community based, with
adequate, consistent funding to insure continuity.

CORRECTIONS Support the provision of adequate
corrections, with emphasis on appropriate alternatives
and diversionary services facilities for adults and
juveniles.

PRIMARY PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE IN
LINN AND BENTON COUNTIES Support for
comprehensive and integrated violence prevention and
intervention programs that involve all sectors of the
community, including but not limited to education on all
aspects of societal violence, programs to foster physical,
mental and emotional health of individuals of all ages
and groups. (Adopted 1996)

HEALTH SERVICES IN BENTON COUNTY
Public Health. Support for public health services including
dissemination of public health information adequate
personnel and facilities in the County Health Dept.,
family planning information and techniques, and Health
Care of the Elderly, (Adopted 1967). Recognition of drug
abuse as a health problem in Benton County, (Adopted
1971).
KNOW YOUR SCHOOLS Support rules, notification,
and procedures for citizen participation in all Corvallis
School District board and committee meetings. Support
a policy for handling citizens’ complaint and
commendations letters concerning teachers. (Adopted
1983)
FINANCING THE CORVALLIS-BENTON
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY Support adequate and
stable funding that provides free access to quality library
services for all Benton County residents. (Adopted 1985)
BENTON COUNTY CHARTER Support inclusion
in the Charter provisions that give responsibility for
policy and communications to the Board of
Commissioners and specified administrative duties to an
appointed County Manager. Support for an appointed
Assessor and a Sheriff that is a nonpartisan office.
Support for required public hearings by the Charter
Review Committee. (Adopted May 2000)
CHILD CARE IN BENTON COUNTY Quality,
affordable child care for all children. Support for
enforced standards for childcare facilities, government
programs to train providers, referral services, and lowincome subsidies. Promote the consideration of childcare
issues in policies and benefit packages of employers.
(Adopted April 1987)

HOUSING Promote partnerships between public and
private entities to establish low-income housing units and
year-round homeless shelters. Include funds for
emergency shelter in county and city budgets, applying
for federal and state funds to do so. County and city
should support of efforts of volunteer organizations to
meet emergency shelter needs and aggressive support
development of low income housing units through use
of state and federal funds, contributing land, addressing
zonal barriers, adjusting transit routes, and working with
the community.
LOCAL FOOD Access to safe, local, nutritious,
affordable and culturally appropriate food, with
convenient access to grocery stores, food service
businesses, food banks and soup kitchens. Encourage
preservation of space for food production, local
agricultural businesses, and sustainable farm practices.
Local agencies should be responsible for enforcement of
food safety and disease prevention. Support education
for all ages in food production, preparation, preservation
and in food choices for health. (Adopted 2010)
SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICTS Formation of
Special Taxing Districts and Urban Renewal Districts
may be desirable in certain situations. The formation of
any such district must be considered only after an
informed, transparent planning process and thorough
analysis of the implications to all government provided
services. See the criteria list at website above. (Adopted
May 2016)
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Program Planning: State Positions
LWVOR Legislative Action Team Priorities for 2019 Session
The League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) is a 99-year-old grassroots nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed
and active participation in government. We envision Oregonians participating in a fully accessible, responsive, and transparent government to
achieve the common good across rural/urban and party divides. We encourage respectful civil discourse. The League never supports or opposes any
individual candidate or political party. We do advocate on policy issues. LWVOR Legislative Action is always based on advocacy positions
formed through studies and member consensus.
ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE by supporting Clean Energy Jobs legislation to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions
fast enough to avoid serious damage to the global climate ecosystem. The League has been at the forefront of national
efforts to protect air, land and water resources. The League’s position is to “Preserve the physical, chemical and biological
integrity of the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public health and the environment” with a focus on demanding
pollution prevention.
INCREASE REVENUE because the State of Oregon has insufficient income to support its current responsibilities in
education, human services, environment, criminal justice, elections, and health care without significant tax changes
resulting in stable increases in Oregon's revenue. LWV believes tax policy should provide adequate and stable funding for
essential services while promoting equity and progressivity. Any tax proposal should be evaluated with regard to its effect
on the entire tax structure and the tax system should recognize responsibility for government services by broadly sharing
the tax burden.
ADVOCATE FOR ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS AND HEALTH CARE REFORMS to help low-income
people move toward financial stability and assure Oregonians have access to adequate and affordable health care. This
session we will advocate for: adequate Medicaid funding, increased housing to address rising homelessness, help for
working families, paid family leave and additional gun safety. The League has a long-standing national position on meeting
basic human needs, which promotes self-sufficiency for individuals and families and invests in social programs designed to
prevent or reduce poverty.
PROTECT DEMOCRACY with gerrymander-free redistricting, small donor elections, secure and efficient election
processing, from candidate filing to voting hardware using contemporary technology, and the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact. The League has been guided by its core principles, including the cherished belief that every citizen's
voting rights should be protected.
The LWVOR Legislative Action Team follows both Policy Committees and Ways and Means budgeting. For a complete
list of state League positions: http://lwvor.org

Corvallis League Welcomes Fourteen New Members
We are delighted to welcome the following new members to our league:
Stephanie Heindol and Lorie Bailey
Lauren Johnson
Elizabeth and Doug Bateman
Carol Klamkin
Gretchen Dursch
Gwenda Rice
Anne Filson
Amy Spangler
Leslie and Bill Glassmire
Shelby Sprague
Lynn Jarvis
We hope to meet you at our soup and planning meeting on January 15.

In Memoriam
Three of our members have recently passed away. They are Edward Heath, Patty McClintock and Bob Ozretich. Their
presence in our world is missed.
Briar Bullock, Membership and Sara Ingle, Treasurer`
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Join us on Facebook
LWVCorvallis
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Join the League of Women Voters
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
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City, Zip+4digits_______________________________

Tue
8 Board Meeting, 11:30-1pm
Thur 10 Know Your City Charter, 7pm, Library
(pg. 1)
Tue 15 Program Planning, 6 pm, Unitarian
Fellowship (pg. 1,6 &7)
Thu 17 Know Your City, Budget, 7pm,
Library (pg.1)
Thu 24 Know Your City, Land Use Process, 7pm,
Library (pg.1)

Phone ______________________________________

February 2019
Sat
Tue
Wed

2 Legislative Town Hall, 10-11:30, Library
5 Board Meeting, 11:30-1pm
13 General Meeting: Hard Rock Mining
7 pm, Library
Thu 14 LWV 99th Birthday
TBD
Hard Rock Mining Consensus

Email ______________________________________
____ $60 individual membership ____ $90 household
____ $30 student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

