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League of Women 
Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization  
 
 encourages the informed 
and active participation of 
citizens in government,  
 
 works to increase 
understanding of major 
public policy issues and  
 
 influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy. 
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General Meeting:  

Preparing Our Water Systems for 
Growth, Disasters, and a 

Healthy Environment  
 

Wednesday, April 11 – 7:00 PM  
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Avenue 

Corvallis and Benton County planners anticipate substantial increases in our population. At the 
same time, climate scientists forecast increased precipitation and flooding in the winters and 
increased heat and droughts in the summers. Both growth and disasters will place more stress on 
our streams, rivers, drinking water supply, wastewater treatment, and ground water. 

The League’s program on April 11th will provide a look at four projects that are underway to 
address our water quality and availability: 

 Laurel Byer (Benton County Public Works) will talk about daylighting a portion  

             of Dunawi Creek, associated with the 53rd Street Railroad Overpass. 

 David Eckert (Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Water Action Team) will speak  

             about the Dunawi Creek Headwaters Regeneration Project and the 3 Waters Project. 

 Ted Hart (City of Corvallis Public Works) will give an overview of the Mill Race  

             Riparian Restoration Project. 

 Michael Tasman (City of Corvallis Public Works) will present the Marys River  

             Tapwater Pipes Crossing Project. 

Water is basic to our well-being and our survival. Please join us for this opportunity to find out 
what’s happening locally with this life-giving resource that we tend to take for granted. 

Co-sponsored by the LWV of Corvallis, Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 
and the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Water Action Team 

  
  

Candidate Fair and Forum on Wednesday, April 25th 
                               at Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 

        Prepare for the May 15, 2018 Primary Election 

6:30-7:30 pm Candidate Fair All candidates who will appear on the Benton  
   County ballot were invited to have a table, provide campaign materials and speak     
   with attendees. 

7:30-8:30 pm Candidate Forum Benton County Commissioners Opening  
   statements, questions from the League and closing statements. 

8:30-8:45 pm Additional time to speak with all the candidates You are     
   welcome to  stay for the entire evening or attend the event that’s of interest to    
   you. 

Co-sponsored by the LWV of Corvallis and Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 
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This is the newsletter of 

the League of Women 

Voters of Corvallis which is 

produced nine or ten times a 

year.  

Contact Cathy Frischmann  

with your suggestions, 

submissions, comments, or 

story ideas.  We welcome 

your input.  

Submissions are due no later 

than the 15th of the month.  

Members subscribe through their 

dues.  Membership in the 

League of Women Voters of 

Corvallis is open to men and 

women of all ages and 

includes membership in the 

League of Women Voters of 

Oregon and the League of 

Women Voters of the United 

States. A membership form is 

on the last page. 
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President’s Corner – Laura Lahm Evenson 

Our numbers are growing!  The latest membership update shows we 
now have 149 members.  Welcome to all of our new members!  We plan 
a get-together where you can find out how to become more involved in 
League activities.  Details will be coming soon.                                                             

To all members, both old and new:  We need your help!  We have a very 
active Board with lots of energy and ideas, but we need YOU to help 

achieve our goals.  We have jobs large or small, frequent or occasional…you name it.  Please 
contact me if you have some time to help the LWV. evensonlahm@gmail.com 

Our programs continue to be well attended.  This month our public meeting will focus on 
water and emergency preparedness.  There are several concurrent projects going on that will 
impact our local response to a disaster in regards to water.  Join us to learn from our panel of 
water experts about future water quality and availability in the Corvallis and Benton County.   

Mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 23rd.  The May program 
always starts with a lovely dinner and is followed by our annual business meeting.  We are 
fortunate to have Marge Easley coming as the evening’s speaker.  Marge is a former 
LWVOR President and currently is on the LWVOR Action Team.  This event is marked by 
great food, an opportunity for socializing, annual business, and a great speaker…all in one 
night!  Watch next month’s bulletin for more details. 

__________________ 

Housing Committee Report 

The Housing Committee focused on two major issues in February: 
putting into place the program for the March 14 meeting with speaker 
Matthew Gebhardt from Portland State University, and completing our 
System Development Charges (SDC) study. 

Sara Ingle and Jessica McDonald are completing the SDC study. In it they have comparison 
data on how other Oregon cities have used, reduced and/or exempted SDC rates to 
encourage more affordable housing. This report is culmination of a series of events. 

In the 2016 final report, The City’s Housing Development Task Force recommended that 
the City waive SDCs for non-profits who are building affordable housing.  The report 
defined what is met by affordable. The report was referred to the Community Development 
and Housing Advisory Board who then forwarded three recommendations to the City 
Council.  These were the same recommendations that the Corvallis LWV Board approved: 1) 
implement the Construction Excise Tax (CET), 2) loosen the requirements on accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs), and 3) implement a temporary waiver of SDC for organizations 
building affordable housing.  

Two of the recommendations, CET and ADUs, were acted upon, but no work was done 
with SDCs. The report of the Housing Committee will provided needed data to the City 
Council that will help them agree to a waiver or exemption. 

The LWV of Corvallis Housing Committee is aware that the LWV of Corvallis has a position 
supporting SDCs, but we also have a position supporting low-income housing. I would posit 
that a trial period of SDC waivers does not violate the League position. 

The Housing Committee managed the League’s table at the annual Corvallis Sustainability 
Coalition Fair. Thank you to Sara Ingle and Nancy Eveson for organizing this event. 

                                                                                                -  Karyle Butcher, Housing Committee Chair 

  

http://www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/
mailto:lwvor@lwvor.org
http://www.lwvor.org/
http://www.lwv.org/
mailto:evensonlahm@gmail.com


Members: Welcome Peggy Joyce, 
Claire Long, and Prasanthi Pavluri.  
 

                      Are you a detail oriented person who likes to do work on the computer? League       
                     needs a Membership Secretary. This person will keep the membership database up to     
                     date, produce up-to-date membership lists, and prepare reminders to send to members 
when it is time to pay dues.  This is an ideal job for someone who doesn’t have a lot of time to spend. 
Interested? Please contact Treasurer Sara Ingle at saraingle@comcast.net .  
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COMMUNITY PLANNING COMMITTEE                                   
Are you interested in                                                                   

 Land Use 

  Transportation        

 Wetlands  

 Open Space 

 Urbanization 

 Community Livability 

 Public Participation 

If so, then why not join us on  
the Community Planning  
Committee? We meet monthly  
on the 2nd Thursday at 4 PM.      

seppo.net                   Contact Shelly at shellym@peak.org 
                                                   – Shelly Murphy, Community Planning Chair    

_______________________________________ 

Climate Change Report 

Oregon’s 2018 legislative session is over. While the Clean 
Energy Jobs Bill (SB 1507/HB 4001) did not pass, the good 
news is House Speaker Tina Kotek, Senate President Peter 
Courtney, and Governor Kate Brown made commitments to 
pass the bill in 2019, and several budget items passed that will 
help to implement the bill by 2021, as planned. 

If you didn’t make it to the 10th Annual Corvallis 
Sustainability Coalition Town Hall to hear Asher Miller, 
Post Carbon Institute Executive Director, he stated, “It’s 
inevitable that we are going to have to transition away from 
fossil fuels. But are we going to do it mindfully or will we do 
it kicking and screaming?” He shared three ideas for creating 
a resilient community in the face of climate change 
challenges: 1) Tackle mitigation and adaptation 
simultaneously; 2) Think in systems; and 3) Get at the root 
causes where 70% of our economy is consumption.  

As “conversation starters” he offered three implementation 
ideas: a locally owned and operated clean energy utility; a 
Corvallis food forest initiative that would use as much open 
space as possible like parking strips for local food 
production; and a carbon-free Corvallis first tariff “because 
we are going to need to put a price on carbon and incentivize 
the right kind of consumption.” More at 
http://www.postcarbon.org/press/asher-miller-speaks-at-
corvallis-sustainability-event/ 

On March 7, 2018 the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled in favor of 

the 21 Youth Plaintiffs and rejected Trump’s attempt to 
evade the youth’s lawsuit, which seeks a constitutionally 
compliant national energy system and science-based climate 
recovery action by the federal government. LWVOR and 
LWVUS issued a press release the same day supporting the 
youth and court’s decision. 
https://lwvor.org/2018/03/09/leagues-support-kids-
mandamus-denied-important-lawsuit-planet-heads-court/ 

With local endorsement Claudia and Cathy Frischmann 
submitted a caucus for the LWVUS 2018 convention titled, 
“The Most Important Lawsuit on the Planet Heads to Court 
– Leagues’ Amici and Positions Support the Kids”. The 
attendee takeaways are:  

 Recognition of the urgency to support youth working 
through legislative and judicial systems to secure the right 
to a safe climate.  

 Strategies to encourage Leagues to support local and 
state climate action initiatives.  

 Encourage Leagues to identify similar youth actions in 
their communities and state, and lend support. 

We are also working a Climate Test resolution to bring to 
Convention. http://www.climatetest.org/ 

Join us at our next meeting at noon on Friday, April 6 to discuss 
progress by the Corvallis Climate Action Advisory Board and 
a LWVUS resolution on Climate Test, and the Poor People’s 
Campaign. Contact Claudia at ca.keith@comcast.net.  

– Claudia Keith, Climate Change Committee Chair 

  

                   The Corvallis Still We Rise  
                   Planning Committee 

                       Thanked the League for being 
                       the first to sponsor its 
Women’s March. “…Your support made it 
possible to have 4,000 attendees…with an 
amazing array of diverse speakers…” 
 

 
 

mailto:saraingle@comcast.net
mailto:shellym@peak.org
http://www.postcarbon.org/press/asher-miller-speaks-at-corvallis-sustainability-event/
http://www.postcarbon.org/press/asher-miller-speaks-at-corvallis-sustainability-event/
https://lwvor.org/2018/03/09/leagues-support-kids-mandamus-denied-important-lawsuit-planet-heads-court/
https://lwvor.org/2018/03/09/leagues-support-kids-mandamus-denied-important-lawsuit-planet-heads-court/
http://www.climatetest.org/
mailto:ca.keith@comcast.net
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May 15, 2018 Primary Election Information and Dates 

Dates you should know: 

April 24 Last day to register to vote 
April 25 Local ballots mailed 
May  10 Last day ballots mailed 
May  15 Election day. Voted ballots must be 
RECEIVED by 8 PM. Postmarks do not count for deadline. 
 

Ballots may be returned by: 

Dropping it off at any official ballot drop site in Oregon. 
Mailing with postage.  

Check your ballot status and voter registration status at: 
www.oregonvotes.gov or Benton County Elections & 
Passports 541-766-6756, Email elections@co.benton.or.us 

Benton County Commissioner Candidates 

Commissioner Position 1 – Democrat (4-year term)            Commissioner Position 1 – Republican (4-year term) 
Vincent Adams       No candidate filed      
Joel Hirsch   
Christine Kramer       
Pat Malone        
Mark Page        
Nancy V. Wyse  

_________________ 

City’s Climate Action Advisory Board Begins Implementation Work 

The Corvallis Climate Action Plan was adopted by City Council in December 2016. The Plan covers six action areas: 

1. Buildings and Energy   4.   Land Use and Transportation 

2. Consumption and Waste   5.   Food and Agriculture 

3. Urban Natural Resources  6.   Health, Social Services and Community Well-Being 

Each area is divided into “Community” actions and “Municipal Operations” actions, and each of those sections includes the 
highest ranked climate mitigation and climate adaptation strategies and actions. 

Last October, the City Council adopted an ordinance that established the Climate Action Advisory Board (CAAB). CAAB’s 10 
members, chaired by City Councilor Charlyn Ellis, met for the first time in February. Their charge is to help Corvallis meet the 
City’s greenhouse gas emissions target through implementation of the Community Actions. This will involve engaging the 
Corvallis community – organizations, businesses, and individuals – in taking responsibility for specific actions. The CAAB’s 
first task is to develop a Work Plan, which is due to City Council by early July. 

The CAAB will meet on Monday, April 23, at 5:30 pm in the Madison Avenue Meeting Room. The public is invited to 
observe and to offer testimony during Community Comments.     

– Annette Mills, Project Manager, CAAB 

 

March 2018: Check out LWVOR work on Revenue 

and Tax Reform, Governance, Natural Resources, Social 

Policy, and Education Policy at http://lwvor.org/legislative-

report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/.  

 

                                                               REMINDER LWVOR 2018 Council will be held Friday-Sunday,                

                                                                May 4-6, 2018, Theme: “Watershed Moments” 

                                                                at the Curry County Event Center, 29392 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, OR.          
                                                                Early arrival is encouraged on Friday, May 4, as there will be a dine-around that                                               
evening. Council will begin on Saturday at 9:00 AM and will adjourn at around noon on Sunday to be followed by a state 
board meeting. If you would like to attend, contact Laura Evenson. 

 

 

http://lwvor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Vol-28-Num-5-Header.jpg
http://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:elections@co.benton.or.us
file:///C:/Users/CathyF/CAP/City%20of%20Corvallis_CAAB/Documents/Corvallis_Climate_Action_Plan.pdf
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#revenue
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#revenue
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#govupdate
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#nr
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#socialpolicyupdate
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#socialpolicyupdate
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/#educationpolicyupdate
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/
http://lwvor.org/legislative-report-volume-28-number-5-march-2018/
http://lwvor.org/


April 2018                            League of Women Voters of Corvallis                        Page 5 

The LWVUS Update:  Tell Congress to 

Pass Sensible Gun Laws 

To All Members of the League of Women Voters 

Today (March 24, 2018) students, parents and concerned 

Americans are marching in Washington D.C., and other 

cities across the country, to demand that their lives and 

safety become a priority and that we finally put an end the 

epidemic of mass school shootings. Across the country, the 

League of Women Voters is marching with them. We're also 

setting up voter registration tables to ensure those speaking 

out are heard at the ballot box this year. 

We are marching for the lives of America’s children. We are 

marching to urge Congress to enact common-sense 

solutions to the gun violence plaguing our nation. 

A recent Quinnipiac poll found that support for background 

checks is almost universal with 97-percent of voters in favor 

of background checks on all gun purchasers. This is the 

highest level of support ever measured by the independent 

poll. Congress should move common-sense legislation 

forward that supports universal background checks, 

bans military-style semi-automatic assault weapons 

and high capacity magazines, and funds research and 

reporting on gun violence in America. 

Curbing gun violence is a critical 

matter of public safety, public 

health and public confidence. It is 

about protecting our children and 

our communities from the 

senseless tragedies that plague our 

society. 

Join the millions of students, parents and concerned 

Americans today and call on Congress to pass common-

sense solutions to curb gun violence. Your action will add to 

the voices of those marching in Washington and around the 

country today. 

The League will keep fighting on Capitol Hill and in 

legislatures around the country to move reforms forward. 

Please add your voice and push Congress to act on these 

necessary reforms. Got to  

http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action4/commo

n/public/?action_KEY=13314&okay=true 

Yours in the fight,                Chris Carson, President, LWVUS 

 

LWVUS Convention 2018 
Thur, June 28 – Sun, July 1, 2018, Chicago 

Will you and other members from your League be joining us in 
Chicago for Convention next June 28 – July 1?  
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/register-2018-
convention 

 Convention registration opens. The Early Bird rate is 
$450.  After June 1st the cost goes up to $500. 

 Ticket sales begin for the “Second City” comedy troupe 
performance, the LWVIL fundraiser at Convention. 

 Applications for awards and workshop/caucus 
facilitation posted with due dates. 

 Two Webinars to help attendees prepare.  

 Proposed program, budget, bylaws amendments, and 
Report of Nominating Committee posted.  

 Hotel reservations and Convention registration close on 
May 28. Interested, contact Laura Evenson, LWVC President. 

 

  Mark Your Calendar!  LWV of Corvallis Annual Meeting, Wednesday, May 23, 6-8:30 PM 

Dinner, Business Meeting, & Speaker - Marge Easley, “Have We Turned the Corner on Gun Safety?” 
Corvallis Benton County Public Library Meeting Room 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FEAGzYwdFdC6Q9ddEJsSDEJGaEGSphk
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FEAGzYwdFdC6Q9ddEJsSDEJGaEGSphk
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=r%2FEAGzYwdFdC6Q9ddEJsSDEJGaEGSphk
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=aeT2QJxen2fnn%2BGrFG%2FvIDEJGaEGSphk
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=aeT2QJxen2fnn%2BGrFG%2FvIDEJGaEGSphk
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=aeT2QJxen2fnn%2BGrFG%2FvIDEJGaEGSphk
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=13314&okay=true
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=13314&okay=true
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/register-2018-convention
http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/register-2018-convention
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LWV Calendar 

            April 

Wed      4 Board Meeting, 12-1:30 PM 

Fri         6   Climate Change Committee, Noon 

Wed    11 Monthly Meeting, Water, 7 PM, Library 

Thur    12  Housing Committee, 2 PM, Habitat Ofc  

                  Community Planning Committee, 4 PM  

Sun     22   Earth Day 

Wed    25    Candidate Fair & Forum – Benton 

County Commissioners 6:30-8:45 PM, 

Library 

           May 

Wed      2    Board Meeting, 12-1:30 PM  

Fri         4    Climate Change Committee, Noon 

Fri-Sun  4-6 LWVOR Council, Gold Beach 

Thur   10    Housing Committee, 2 PM, Habitat Ofc 

                  Community Planning Committee, 4 PM 

Tue    15    Election Day, VOTE 

Wed   23    Annual Dinner, Meeting, & Speaker  

      Marge Easley, 6:00 PM, Library 

 

 

League of Women Voters of Corvallis 
P.O. Box 1679 
Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 
 541-753-6036 - www.lwv.corvallis.or.us 

 
  

  

Preparing Our Water Systems  
  for Growth, Disasters, and a  

               Healthy Environment 

              Wed, Apr 11, 7 PM - LIBRARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Join us on Facebook 
LWVCorvallis 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

    

 
  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join the League 

  Name _______________________________________ 
Address  _____________________________________ 

City, Zip+4digits_______________________________ 

Phone  _____________________________________ 

Email   _____________________________________ 

____ $60 individual membership   ____ $90 household 

____ $30 student   ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 

____  Dues assistance information to help you join the 
League of Women Voters  

I would like to be considered:  
   Active ____      Inactive Member / Supporter ____ 

I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place). 

What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?  

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
LWV’s membership year begins October 1. Those joining after 

March 31 pay half dues. 
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  

LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or 
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible. 

http://www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/

