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This year’s kick-off meeting will begin with an overview of League programs for
2017-18. Come and learn what exciting programs the League is working on and
how you can become involved.
At 7:30 pm, we’ll shift our attention to our featured program on First Amendment
Rights, with a focus on hate speech and hate crimes. Our presenter, Lauren
Regan, is the founder and Executive Director of the Civil Liberties Defense Center
in Eugene, where she also serves as CLDC’s staff attorney. CLDC defends and
upholds civil liberties through education, outreach, litigation, legal support, and
assistance. Their staff educates people about their rights and why their rights are
important, defends front line activists, and exposes and confronts the erosion of
our civil liberties and the Bill of Rights.
Following Lauren’s presentation, there will be plenty of time for audience
questions.
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The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization
encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government,
works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues and
influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for this dynamic and informative
presentation. Invite your friends and colleagues to come with you – and introduce
them to the League and to a timely exploration of hate speech and hate crimes
within the context of First Amendment rights.
Co-sponsored by the LWV of Corvallis and the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
______________________

The LWVUS Update
August 17, 2017

Dear League Members,
Last weekend we were all
horrified to see self-identifying
white supremacists, white
nationalists and neo-Nazis march
in Charlottesville. The League condemned this hateful demonstration, but as leaders, we must
do more to stand up to hate and racism, strive to unite our communities and (continued p. 4)
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President’s Corner – Laura Lahm Evenson
The solar eclipse is just a few days away as we prepare this
month’s bulletin. By the time you receive this, all of the hoopla
will have faded away. Hopefully the world will have reverted back
to its usual rhythms.
One of the definitions of eclipse is, “Falling into obscurity or
decline”. The good news is that LWV is not falling into obscurity
or decline! LWV of Corvallis grew by 20+ members last year. I hope all of you have
had an opportunity to review the May annual meeting workbook. In the workbook you
will find an impressive accounting of the volume and quality of work you have
accomplished. Kudos!
During the summer our board has met twice. We had a retreat in June to help us focus
on goals for this coming year. In August we met to set the calendar and gear up for
September. Thanks to all of the board members who work for the League even during
the summertime.
We have several positions that still need to be filled. Most of these are short term or
small commitments. Please consider helping out. Here are some of our needs:
Two people to help with the setup/closing for our monthly meetings;
Someone to maintain the nametags (small job that can be done at home);
Someone to make the coffee for legislative update meetings (only two Saturdays in
2018).
September 26th is our first public meeting of the year. This is a good meeting to
introduce people to LWV and all of the work it does. So bring a friend or neighbor
with you.
Looking forward to seeing you!

LWV of Corvallis
members, we have the
unique opportunity of
joining people in our
community who feel
called to act for positive
change by spending a
day learning tools and
strategies to carry it out.
Our League is a major
sponsor. The keynote
speaker, Walidah
Imarisha, is an educator,
writer, public scholar &
spoken word artist.
It costs $20,
scholarships are
available. Sign up today by going to the website above.
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LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis which is
produced nine or ten times a
year.
Contact Cathy Frischmann or
Louise Marquering with your
suggestions, submissions,
comments, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. A membership form is
on the last page.
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density housing.

“COMMUNITY
CONVERSATIONS ON
LAND USE”
Last year, the City received the results of the 2016
Urbanization Study. The study looked at the inventory of
buildable lands within the City and the Urban Growth
Boundary and made a determination of whether or not
there is enough vacant land to meet all of the City’s needs
for various types of uses. The study found that there is a
deficit of high-density residential lands, as well as a
deficit of land zoned for commercial and professional
office use.
In order to make up the shortfall in high-density
residential lands, it may be necessary to re- zone some
properties. Thus, the Community Development
Department is holding “Community Conversations On
Land Use” to learn what is important to residents in
various parts of the City and where to place high

The League is a co-sponsor of the first “Community
Conversation” on September 11th from 4-8 pm at the
library. These are public discussions with a Council
member and staff.
The other meetings for the first round are:
Sept. 16th from 10-12 at Lincoln School
Sept. 25th from 4-8 at Walnut Community Room
Sept. 28th from 4-8 at Cheldelin Middle School
More information and a survey can be found at
www.corvallisoregon.gov/landuse.
Your opinion is important.
– Shelly Murphy, Community Planning Chair
Please join us at the next Community Planning
Committee Meeting, 4 PM on Wed., Sept. 13. To
receive the agenda, email shellym@peak.org.

_____________________

Voter Service Committee

Climate Change Committee

The Voter Service Committee will be
meeting on Monday, September 11th at 4 pm, at
Natural Grocers meeting room (Beca & 10th).
Join the committee to plan for the Beaver Community
Fair and the November 7th Special Elections.

Join or visit our next Climate Change (CC) committee
meeting, Tuesday, September 19 at noon at Claudia
Keith’s home. We are currently following Corvallis
City Council's Climate Action Plan (CAP) advisory
committee proposal and exploring how the city could
improve funding it. A number of Oregon cities
provide good budgeting examples which we are
checking into. Many cities all over the country have
committed to 100% renewable energy/zero
greenhouse gas emissions before 2050. We will plan
for the December monthly meeting. Contact: Claudia
Keith, ca.keith@comcast.net.

The revised Think Before You Ink flyers from
LWVOR are be available in English and Spanish.

Membership Committee
A member survey will soon be sent to you via email.
Our membership grew by 27 new members this past
year.

CONGRATULATIONS ! Claudia Keith was selected to be one of six LWVUS observers to the 23rd
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 23) to the UN Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
She will attend the first week of the conference November 6-12, 2017 hosted at the headquarters of the
UNFCCC Secretariat in Bonn, Germany.
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(Continued from page 1) The LWVUS Update: welcome all of our neighbors to safely and peacefully
participate in our democracy.
Tomorrow marks the 97th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment. Reflecting on
women’s suffrage, it remarkable that today we are still fighting for equal access at the ballot box.
Between the so-called “Election Integrity” Commission’s work and last week’s reversal by the Justice
Department on the Ohio voter purge, we are seeing attacks on voting rights continue to escalate.
Now more than ever the League’s work to register voters in underrepresented communities is essential to ensure their
voices are heard at the ballot box. As this work continues, we must stand with our brothers and sisters from all
backgrounds, to unite and continue to fight against hate and those who seek to oppress.
I am so proud of the work the League is doing to counter these wrongful messages and reminding the public that voting is
what brings us together as Americans.
Chris Carson, President LWVUS

Housing Legislation Requires the City to Make Changes in Development Rules
Some of the bills passed in the 2017 Oregon Legislature will require changes to local comprehensive plans, and the codes
and ordinances implementing these plans. One such bill is the Housing Supply Bill (SB1051). Although some requirements
are very specific, there is some flexibility allowed. The League encourages your participation in the code changes, and for
more information: www.oregon.gov/LCD/Pages/publications.aspx#Director_s_Office. This bill:
Requires a city with a population greater than 5,000 or a county with a population greater than 25,000 to review
and decide on applications for certain housing developments containing affordable housing units within 100 days.
(Now all reviews have 120 days.)
Establishes standards of review for a city or county decision on an application for certain housing developments
located within urban growth boundary. (Becomes operative July 1, 2018.)
Amends definition of "needed housing."
Prohibits a city or county from denying an application for a housing development that complies with clear and
objective standards.
Prohibits a city or county from reducing density or height of application if density or height applied for is at or
below authorized density for zone.
Permits local government to apply clear and objective standards, conditions and procedures regulating
development of housing that regulate density or height of development.
Prohibits a city with population greater than 2,500 or a county with population greater than 15,000 from
prohibiting building accessory dwelling unit in area zoned for single-family dwellings. (Becomes operative July 1,
2018.)
Requires a city and county to allow a nonresidential place of worship to use real property for affordable housing.
Requires local government to annually report to Department of Land Conservation and Development certain
information relating to applications received for development of housing containing one or more units sold or
rented below market rate as part of housing program.

Testimony on Hollingsworth & Vose and Cleaner Air Oregon
Our local League approved submittal of testimony supporting former City Councilor Tony Howell’s comments to the
Planning Commission August 3, 2017, on the question of granting a permit request to replace pollution control equipment
at Hollingsworth and Vose’s Glass Plant 1 located in the Willamette River Greenway. On August 16, the Planning
Commission approved the request with this caveat: “This approval does not provide authorization to increase air, water or
noise emissions limits established by previous land use approvals for this site (LDC 3.21.30.d) and does not obviate the
need to comply with established conditions of approval associated with prior approvals.”
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In Oregon do we want cancer risk regulations of 100 people in a million or 1 in a million? Environmental groups following
the hearings of the State’s Regulatory Advisory Committee (RAC) to the Cleaner Air Oregon (CAO) initiative are hoping
to reduce the health risks. The Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) will hold a public comment period on the final
Draft Air Quality Rules document from October 13 to December 15, 2017. We will publish contact information and
talking points in October.
The EPA is sponsoring a free training meeting for public testimony to government bodies, specifically to the EQC. It is
tentatively set for the afternoon of Sat. Sept. 23 in Corvallis. More information will be sent out on the League list-serve.
– Marilyn Koenitzer, LWVOR Air Quality Portfolio

PLAINTIFFS IN LANDMARK CLIMATE
LAWSUIT JULIANA v. U.S. ANSWER
TRUMP’S MANDAMUS PETITION
Attorneys representing 21
youth plaintiffs in the
landmark climate case
Juliana v. United States
which LWVUS and LWVOR filed an amicus brief, filed an
answer to the Trump administration's mandamus petition
August 28, 2017 with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
In their answer, attorneys make clear that the U.S.
government already admitted that its actions imperil youth
plaintiffs with "dangerous, and unacceptable economic,
social, and environmental risks," and that "the use of fossil
fuels is a major source of [greenhouse gas] emissions,
placing our nation on an increasingly costly, insecure, and
environmentally dangerous path.”
Before the Trump administration filed the mandamus

petition, the District Court had issued an order for trial to
begin on February 5, 2018 in Eugene, Oregon, with Judge
Ann Aiken presiding.

New Oregon Clean Energy Jobs Bill:
How It Came Out
A top legislative priority for LWVOR in the 2017 Oregon
Legislative Session was to pass the “Clean Energy Jobs Bill”
to put a price on greenhouse gas emissions and create a
“cap and invest” program. Both the Senate and House
versions of the bills died at the end of the session. Senator
Dembrow since stated that he will work diligently to have a
bill with the best chance for success for the start of the
2018 session in February. Governor Kate Brown declared:
"We must pass the Clean Energy Jobs bill in 2018. The
world should know, Oregon and the rest of the nation are
going to keep moving forward to tackle climate change.
– Claudia Keith, Climate Change Committee, Chair

_____________________

Civil Discourse
The dangerously divisive political rhetoric we’ve been hearing lately underscores the importance of the state League’s
decision to focus on civil discourse in the coming year. Here’s the first in a series of articles on the topic.
Congressional Town Halls: Town hall meetings provide one of the few opportunities to directly pose questions to elected
officials. Yet they are becoming increasingly rare, because many are fearful of the media optics of being confronted by
angry constituents. Did you know that 167 members of Congress have not held a single in-person town hall this year?
Some are turning to virtual or online town halls, while others are forgoing them completely. This does not bode well for
civil discourse in our country. Please make sure you’re on the mailing lists of your elected officials, turn up to town halls,
ask probing questions, and take a leadership role in encouraging thoughtful and respectful dialogue.
Getting a Balanced Perspective on the News: Our political biases often give us a one-sided look at issues, since we tend to
choose media sources that reinforce our world view. This can fuel anxieties and increase the “us vs. them” mentality. One
of the ways to get a more well-rounded perspective is to step outside our media bubbles on a regular basis. To do this I
highly recommend the website www.allsides.com, which provides stories on important issues from the left, right, and
center. Give it a try!
- Marge Easley, LWVOR Civil Discourse Portfolio
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First Admendment Rights
Sept 26, 7 PM - Library

Join us on Facebook
LWVCorvallis

LWV Calendar
September 2017
Wed
Mon

6 Board Meeting, 12-1:30 PM
11 Community Conversation on Land
Use, 4-8 PM, Library
Voter Service Committee Mtg, 4 PM
Wed 13 Community Planning Committee Mtg,
4 PM
Tue 19 Climate Change Committee Mtg,
Noon-1:30 PM
Wed 21 Beaver Community Fair, Noon-4 PM
OSU Memorial Union Quad
Tue 26 Monthly Meeting: First Amendment
Rights, 7-8:45 PM, Library
National Voter Registration Day
October
Sun
1 We Are the Change Makers
Conference, 8 AM-6 PM, CH2M
Wed 4 Board Meeting, 12-1:30 PM
Tue 17 Monthly Mtg, 7-8:45 PM, Library

Join the League
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4digits_______________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Email _____________________________________
____ $60 individual membership ____ $90 household
____ $30 student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

