League of Women Voters of Corvallis
WORKBOOK
67th Annual Meeting
May 24, 2017
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
645 NW Monroe Avenue

Dinner Buffet 6:00 PM
Music by Spartacapella, CHS

Business Meeting 7:00 – 7:30 PM

Guest Speaker 7:30 – 8:45 PM

Lorena Reynolds, “Empowering Women as Leaders”

Victoria Woodhull

Ida B. Wells

Anita Pollitzer

Alice Paul unfurls a banner for the 19th Amendment’s
ratification, Aug 18, 1920 - one star for each ratifying state.

Komako Kimura
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The League of Women Voters believes

In representative government and in the individual liberties established in the Constitution of the
United States.
That democratic government depends upon the informed and active participation of its citizens and
requires that governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate notice of
proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public records accessible.
That responsible government should maintain an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote the conservation
and development of natural resources in the public interest, share in the solution of economic and social problems which
affect the general welfare, promote a sound economy, and adopt domestic policies which facilitate the solution of
international problems.
That efficient and economical government requires competent personnel, the clear assignment of responsibility,
adequate financing, and coordination among the different agencies and levels of government.
That cooperation with other nations is essential in the search for solutions to world problems, and that the
development of international organizations and international law is imperative in the promotion of world peace.
That every citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that every person should have access to free public education
which provides equal opportunity for all; and that no person or group should suffer legal, economic, or administrative
discrimination.
Cover Photos – Early Suffrage Leaders

Victoria Woodhull (1838-1927) In 1872, Woodhull ran for President of the United States. She and her sister were the first
women to operate a brokerage firm on Wall Street; and, in 1870, were among the first women to found a newspaper. Woodhull
was the candidate from the Equal Rights Party for the United States presidency in 1872, supporting women’s suffrage and equal
rights; her running mate was abolitionist leader Frederick Douglass.
Ida B. Wells (1862-1931) was an African-American journalist, newspaper editor, suffragist, sociologist, and an early leader in the
Civil Rights Movement. She was one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) in 1909. Later, Wells documented lynching in the United States in the 1890s, showing that it was used to control or
punish black people who competed with whites, rather than being based on criminal acts by black people. She was active in
women’s rights and the women’s suffrage movement, establishing several notable women’s organizations. Wells was a skilled and
persuasive rhetorician and traveled internationally on lecture tours.
Anita Pollitzer (1894-1975) Pollitzer, her sisters and aunts were active in South Carolina’s suffrage movement. After college she
worked for the National Woman’s Party (NWP). Pollitzer traveled extensively to participate in picketing, speak, and organizing.
Co-workers and NWP head Alice Paul praised her for her sunny disposition and effective fund-raising and speaking. In August
1920, the night before a special session of the Tennessee legislature voted on the 19th amendment, she dined with legislator Harry
T. Burn. The next day, Burn cast the critical vote to make Tennessee the 36th and decisive state to ratify the 19th amendment.
Komako Kimura (1887-1980) was a Japanese suffragist, actress, dancer, theatre manager, and magazine editor. In 1913, she
cofounded “The Real New Women’s Association” and edited its journal Shin shin fujin. In 1917 she was in a New York suffrage
march, studied English and American suffragists’ strategies, and raised funds for Japanese suffrage efforts. Komako Kimura
acted most of the female roles in Shakespeare (in Japanese), and managed two theatres in Tokyo. “I am told that a dancing
suffragist is something America does not quite understand,” she commented in an interview in 1917. “We all have to have some
means of a livelihood while we fight for our ideals.”
Alice Paul 1885-1977. Paul led and strategized the campaign for the Nineteenth Amendment to give women the right to vote.
Paul advocated using militant tactics to achieve a suffrage amendment to the Constitution. In 1912 she became chairman of the
congressional committee of the National American Woman Suffrage Association but soon differed with what she considered its
timid policies. In 1913 Paul and a group of like-minded militants founded the Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage, which
became the National Woman’s Party. In her fight for suffrage Paul was imprisoned three times. After ratification she continued
her activities on behalf of equal rights for women. In 1923 she introduced into Congress the first equal rights amendment to the
Constitution. Eventually, Paul turned her attention to an international forum, concentrating with considerable success during the
1920s and ‘30s on. She was chairman of the Woman’s Research Foundation (1927–37). She maintained that many of the world’s
troubles resulted from women’s lack of political power; a view she reiterated when World War II broke out.
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Lorena Reynolds: “Empowering Women as Leaders”
Our Annual Meeting speaker is a key organizer of a women’s leadership conference to be held at OSU next
fall. The focus of that event will be empowering and mentoring women—especially younger women—to
move into leadership positions.
Lorena was named “Junior First Citizen” of Corvallis in 2014. She has become known as a regional leader in
the fight against domestic abuse and sexual assault, and serves on the board of the Center Against Rape and
Domestic Violence.
Lorena is the managing attorney of The Reynolds Law Firm, PC, in Corvallis, where she focuses her practice on family law. For
almost 20 years, she has been litigating high-conflict cases, with an emphasis on representing survivors of domestic and sexual
violence. She also teaches classes about intimate violence at Oregon State University and is a frequent public speaker on a variety
of topics. Over the past 12 years, Lorena and her firm have provided over $750,000.00 worth of pro bono legal services to
survivors of domestic and sexual violence, stalking, and child abuse and to help children who are negatively impacted by the drug
or alcohol abuse of a parent.
__________________

President’s Report, 2016-2017 by Laura Lahm Evenson
Oh, what a year this has been! We won’t
soon forget Election 2016. But, when you
review the program report, I think you will
be impressed with what our local League has
accomplished this year.
Special thanks to:
Dick and Doris Waring, who are hanging up their spurs at
the end of May. These two are the epitome of dependability.
For years now they have quietly ensured that our meetings are
a success. They reserve the dates at the library, get the keys,
set up the room for the event, ensure that the audio and visual
equipment and computers are working, clean up the room,
lock the doors, and return the keys. We have come to rely on
their steadfast presence. Thank you Doris and Dick for years
of commitment to the League!
Beth Thoennes, who is retiring as our bulletin wizard. Since
2009 she has edited the Bulletin, and has served on the board
since 2011. Her insights and patience made her a joy to work
with. Thank you, Beth!
More Kudos:
Every member of League makes us stronger. I would like
to thank other members who have gone above and beyond
their membership.
Program: Annette Mills, our program chair, has been able to
conjure up a speaker on almost any topic. Throughout the
year we have had anywhere from 40-120 people attending
League meetings—a very successful program year.
Legislative Town Halls: Kate and Chris Matthews
organized and produced our Saturday Legislative Town Halls,
as well as providing coffee and treats for this important
community event.
Voters Service: Cathy Frischmann had her hands full with a
general election in November and a special election in May.

A lot of preparatory work has to be done to pull these voter
service events off successfully. Thanks, Cathy!
Financial: Sara Ingle has been our outstanding League
Treasurer for many years now. She is highly valued!
Active Committees: Community Planning (chair Shelly
Murphy), Climate Change (chair Claudia Keith), Housing
(chair Karyle Butcher), Local Foods (chair, Annette Mills),
Corrections/Social Policy (chair Karen Nibler), Nominating
(chair Mary Youmans), and Membership (Patricia Parcells).
Committees meet, research, and study local, state, and
national issues. They often write and present expert
testimony. Additional committees do the behind-the-scenes
work that makes the League run smoothly. Thank you!
Studies: This year we had TWO LWV of Oregon studies to
evaluate, present, schedule follow-up consensus meetings, and
file reports. Paula Krane and her outstanding committees
took on these enormous tasks as if they were routine.
Bulletin, Publicity, and Social Media: Louise Marquering
and Janet Wolf-Eshe ensure that the bulletin gets to and from
the printer and is mailed. Our experts in social media are
Paula Krane, list serve; Judy Ball, Facebook; and Shelly
Murphy, website. Marsha Feldman did an amazing job in her
first year as Publicity Chair.
Fundraising: This has been our best year yet, due to the
organizational skills of Louise Marquering, use of the
Thoennes garage, and the many members who delivered the
oranges and grapefruit.
The Board: Thanks to all of the Board members for
committing to meet once a month in order to manage the
League’s business. Every year we become more efficient and
productive!
And special thanks to YOU members who continue to
support the League of Women Voters and its work!
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Agenda of the Business Meeting
Laura Lahm Evenson, Presider
Call to Order

Welcome and Introductions
Review of the Year
Introduction of Parliamentarian
Appointment of Committee to Review Minutes
Quorum Determination
Adoption of Agenda
Treasurer’s Report, page 5
Presentation of the Proposed Program, page 5
Recommendation for the 2017-2018 Program
Presentation of the Budget, pages 6
Discussion and Adoption of Program
Discussion and Adoption of the Budget
Report of Nominating Committee, page 7
Election of Board Members
Recognition
Directions to the Board from Members
Announcements
Adjournment
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LWV of Corvallis Treasurer’s Report, April 1, 2016 – March 31, 2017
Balance Sheet with Previous Year Comparison
– Sara Ingle, Treasurer

March 31, 2017
ASSETS
Current Assets: Checking/Savings
Citizens Bank
Citizens Savings
Washington Fed CD 10/04/17 0.35%
Washington Fed CD 5/14/18 1.391%
Total Checking/Savings
Other Current Assets
Investments
Federated Prudent Global Inc.
Vanguard Inflation Prot. Sec. F
Total Investments
Total Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity
Opening Bal Equity
Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

March 31, 2016

$ 15,665.71
4,428.65
5,163.27
10,974.78

$ 14,074.97
4,427.76
5,145.30
10,892.63

$ 36,232.41

$ 34,540.66

8,668.38
7,169.09
$ 15,837.47
15,837.47
52,069.88
$ 52,069.88

9,226.15
7,075.45
$ 16,301.60
16,301.60
50,842.26
$ 50,842.26

$ 50,842.26
1,227.62
52,069.88

$ 48,471.23
2,371.03
50,842.26

$ 52,069.88

$ 50,842.26

Recommended Program, 2017-2018
With input from the membership at January’s Program Planning Meeting, the Board of the League of Women Voters of
Corvallis recommends that we restudy our Housing position—i.e., review the position in order to potentially change it—and
consider a study on Financing Local Government. The Board also recommends that we retain all other positions for 2017-18.

At Risk Youth

Corrections

Know Your Schools

Benton County Charter

Financing the Public Library

Local Food

Child Care in Benton County

Health Services in Benton County

Community Planning

Housing

Prevention of Violence
Special Taxing Districts

– Annette Mills, 1st Vice President, Program
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Proposed Budget, 2017-2018
Again, the Budget Committee recommends no increases in membership dues. This budget relies heavily on members
making donations to the League of Women Voters of Oregon and to the League of Women Voters of the U.S. Education
Fund. These donations offset our local League’s per member payments to LWVOR and LWVUS. The 27% increase in
net income from grapefruit sales helped program promotion; our budget relies on this fundraising.
– Budget Committee: Cathy Frischmann (Chair), Sara Ingle, Louise Marquering

2016-2017
ACTUAL
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Annual dinner
Non-Member Contributions
Grapefruit Receipts
Interest
Member Contributions
Membership Dues
Thrift Shop, sale of LWV Merchandise
Total Income
Expense
Program PR
Action
Events offset by receipts
Grapefruit Expense
LWVOR Per Member Payment credit
LWVOR Per Member Payment
LWVUS Education Fund Per Member Payment
Credit
LWVUS Per Member Payment
Bulletin Postage/Printing
Website, e-communications
PO Box, Permit, Corp.
President, treasurer, secretary, board
Program PR, committee material
National Convention
State Convention/Council
Voter Education
Membership development
Insurance
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income (from unrestricted funds)
Income from Restricted Funds

(840.25)
3,392.00
1,395.54
659.76
392.00
4.00
413.07
3,477.91
720.57
27.65
10.50
0.00
$21,830.58
$ 1,691.75
(464.13)

Total Net Income

$ 1,227.62

2016-2017
BUDGET

$

664.00
1,360.00
12,829.15
101.01
1,295.00
7,226.64
46.53
$23,522.33
$

193.10
621.54
738.35
8,630.75
(1,231.29)
3,225.38

$

2017-2018
BUDGET

$ 600.00
700.00
11,400.00
135.00
500.00
6,500.00
100.00
$19,935.00

$ 700.00
700.00
13,000.00
100.00
1,300.00
7,020.00
50.00
$22,870.00

400.00
1,000.00
675.00
7,000.00
(625.00)
3,123.00

$ 400.00
1,000.00
$ 775.00
9,000.00
(1,250.00)
3,569.00

(1,303.00)
3,331.00
1,500.00
450.00
400.00
100.00
400.00
1,700.00
1,000.00

(850.00)
3,803.00
1,550.00
450.00
400.00
123.00
400.00
1,700.00
1,000.00
0.00
50.00
750.00
$22,870.00
-

34.00
750.00
$19,935.00
$
$
-
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Nominating Committee Report
The following candidates are offered for election by the Nominating Committee of the League of Women Voters of
Corvallis.
– Annette Mills, Shelly Murphy, Marolyn Tarrant, Doris Waring, Mary Youmans (Chair)
Nominees for two-year term, 2017-2019
President
Laura Lahm Evenson
1st Vice President Annette Mills
Directors Karyle Butcher, Camille Freitag, Cathy Frischmann
Nominees for a one-year term, 2017-2018
Secretary
Ann Brodie
Director
Bouquet Harger
Nominating Committee Marolyn Tarrant, Doris Waring, Mary Youmans (chair)
2nd Vice President Paula Krane

Continuing their 2016-2018 terms
Treasurer Sara Ingle
Directors Claudia Keith, Marsha Feldman
__________________

League Program Report, September 2016 – May 2017
August: “Contemplate Corvallis 2040” - This
special program provided community members
with an opportunity to review and weigh in on the
City of Corvallis draft 2040 vision.
September: “Climate Justice” Our year kicked off with an
overview of League programs by committee chairs, then
presentations by OSU’s Dr. Allison Davis White Eyes and Dr.
Robert Figueroa, focusing on social impacts of climate change.
October: Voters Service Forums Our three forums gave
voters an opportunity to meet and hear from candidates for
City Council, County Commissioner, and the Oregon
Legislature, as well as to learn about state and local ballot
measures.
November: “Housing Problem Hurts Everyone”
This program addressed how the lack of affordable housing is
harmful to our community and offered some possible
solutions. Speakers included Benton County Epidemiologist
Peter Banwarth and Portland developer Eli Spevak.
December: Program & Consensus: Oregon Election
Methods OSU’s Dr. David Bernell led us in a presentation
and discussion related to the LWVOR study on various
election methods. Later that week, League members met to
tackle the study’s consensus questions.
January: Annual Soup Social and Program Planning
We gathered for soup and camaraderie, then discussed issues
that could benefit from study or action at state and local levels.
Results were forwarded for state and local boards to consider.

February: Program & Consensus: Public PostSecondary Education in Oregon Our local study
committee presented a panel discussion on the challenge of
making higher education institutions the best quality at
reasonable cost and with maximum diversity. Two days later,
League members met to discuss consensus questions.
Also this month, we hosted the first of five Legislative Town
Halls, giving community members a chance to hear from our
state legislators.
March: “What’s in Our Air?” This program featured an
overview of air pollution and related state legislation, the latest
information on the local glass fiber plant’s new air quality
permit, and efforts to monitor and reduce air pollution in
Corvallis. Speakers included Marilyn Koenitzer, Lisa Arkin of
Beyond Toxics, and OSU’s Dr. Diana Rohlman.
April: The Neighborhood Puzzle: How can we add
needed housing AND maintain neighborhood livability?
In this hands-on workshop, participants grappled with how to
incorporate needed housing into neighborhoods.
This month we also hosted two Voters Service forums, one
featuring local school board candidates and the other one on
local ballot measures.
May: “Oregon’s Climate Change Policy” Speakers Trish
Weber of Oregon Climate Test Campaign and Shilpa Joshi of
Renew Oregon informed us about recent and current state
legislation related to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
– Annette Mills, 1st Vice President, Program Chair
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League Committee Reports
Climate Change

The charge of the Climate
Change Committee is to advocate, educate, and
aid League growth. Members of this committee contributed
to the following efforts:
League of Women Voters of Oregon 2016 Council Climate resolution:
“The LWVUS supports aggressive efforts to ensure net zero
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions globally by 2035, fast
enough to avoid serious damage to the ecosystem. This should
be accomplished by transitioning to 100% renewables to
replace fossil fuels and improving energy efficiencies so as to
ensure limiting the global temperature increase to 1.5 degree
Celsius above pre-industrial levels by 2100, while prioritizing a
just transition for all Americans.” This Council meeting was
jointly held with LWV of Washington.
LWVOR signed on to the Our Children’s Trust lawsuit in an Amicus
Brief State of Oregon in March 2016. In September 2016 the
LWVUS and LWVOR jointly submitted an Amicus Brief
related to the Climate Change Federal lawsuit.
Cathy Frischmann and Claudia Keith were Corvallis delegates to
the LWVUS convention and coordinated LWVOR Climate
Resolutions. They passed with a nearly unanimous vote to: 1)
Support signing on to Our Children’s Trust federal amicus
brief, 2) Support the ratification of the UN COP 21 Paris
Agreement, and 3) Promote an update of the 2013 White
House Climate Plan.
Annette Mills was instrumental in organizing the League’s “Climate
Justice” program in September, with Dr. Allison Davis-White
Eyes, Director of Diversity & Cultural Engagement and
Assistant Vice Provost of Student Affairs at Oregon State

University and Dr. Robert Figueroa, Associate Professor of
Philosophy at Oregon State University.
We organized an ‘Oregon Climate Policy’ legislative update in May,
which featured Shilpa Joshi from RenewOregon and Trish
Weber of Oregon Climate Test campaign. This program
focused on two critical bills: ‘Clean Energy Jobs’ (Cap/Trade
and Reinvest) HB2135A and Climate Test HB 3343.
Air Quality On March 14th, the Air Quality subcommittee of
the LWV Climate Change Committee presented a program on
“What’s in Our Air?” 65 people attended. Speakers were:
Marilyn Koenitzer, an LWV member and founder of Clean
Corvallis Air. She gave the big picture of Oregon air pollution
and the latest information about Corvallis’ glass fiber
manufacturing plant, Hollingsworth and Vose, which is on
track to receive a Title V federal emissions permit. Marilyn
also testifies on Air Quality issues for LWVOR. Lisa Arkin is
Executive Director of Beyond Toxics, a successful Eugene,
Oregon environmental advocacy organization. Lisa presented
how Beyond Toxics contributes to air quality improvement;
and reported on current legislation affecting air quality. Diana
Rohlman is a toxicologist in the OSU College of Public Health
and Human Sciences in the Department of Environmental
and Occupational Health. Diana discussed monitoring
projects for Corvallis neighborhoods, and gave an overview of
the health impacts of air pollution. (Marilyn Koenitzer)
Committee members: Jan Ames, Louise Ferrell, Cathy
Frischmann, Marilyn Koenitzer, Annette Mills, Patricia
Parcells, Nancy Rosenberger and Stephanie Russo.
– Claudia Keith, Chair

__________________

Community Corrections Our League
has formed a new Community Corrections
committee following the recent failed jail levy. The
committee interviewed the County Administrator Dennis
Aloia, County Commissioner Xan Augerot, and Sheriff Scott
Jackson. Adult Parole and Probation Supervisor, Justin
Carley, explained the adult supervision practices, and Jail
Commander Diane Rabago, spoke on the lack of capacity in
the jail. Judge David Connell described the daily decisions of
hold or release— in our local jail and/or transport to a rental
bed in other counties. We were impressed with the Benton
County staff and their management of the jail population.
County commissioners contracted for and received a study of
the condition of the Benton County Courthouse and options
to reinforce the structure to withstand an earthquake or
replace the building. They decided also to contract for a study

of jail options, since the future of the courthouse and attached
jail facility need to be considered together. The Oregon
Judicial Department surveyed the conditions of courthouses
throughout the state and developed a priority list of needs
within the state. So we will have options and studies to
consider. Loretta Reilly, a retired OSU librarian, has done a
literature search for the committee so we can be educated
already before we get the study results.
Corvallis residents need to learn the options and process the
possibilities before a decision is made. The League would like
to participate in the education and discussion process when
studies are completed and before decisions are made on a new
levy for repairs or replacement on the courthouse and jail.
Committee members: Phoebe Lansing-Lee, Karen Nibler, and
Mary Anne Nusrala.
– Karen Nibler, Chair (niblerk@comcast.net)
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Community Planning This year the City of
Corvallis updated its Vision for the next two
decades. League members, along with community
members, attended the initial workshops and took
the online surveys. The Community Planning Committee was
surprised in late summer when the draft vision “Imagine
Corvallis 2040” was issued, as there had not been an
opportunity for the public to discuss the document. The
committee spent a Saturday afternoon reviewing the draft and
submitted many suggestions for clarification for which we
received a letter of thanks from Community Development
Director Paul Bilotta. In August we held a community
conversation attended by 50 community members, in which
participants suggested ways to implement the many vision
statements. Suggestions were sent to the Vision Task Force.
Committee members continue to observe public meetings to
stay informed of local government activities in land use,
environmental quality, and community livability. We speak at
public meetings for or against policies, basing our testimony
on League principles, our national and state natural resources
positions, and our local community planning position.
Since May 2016, League has supported a health hazard
annexation in northeast Corvallis; urged Council to approve a
route for the extension of Kings Boulevard that would have
the least impact on natural features; and asked that the
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Corvallis Crustal Fault be placed on City maps. We supported
adoption of the City’s draft Climate Action Plan and urged its
prompt implementation. We asked that the City’s Strategic
Operating Plan include the creation of a Water Systems
Advisory Board as recommended in 2014 by the Public
Participation Task Force. We also testified in favor of a set of
OSU-related Comprehensive Plan Amendments.
Always a champion for involving the public in decisionmaking, on several occasions League asked the City to provide
more opportunity for citizen comment on the 2040 Vision. In
addition, we supported adoption of a Comprehensive Plan
amendment that will provide earlier public notice of large
development proposals that require public hearings.
In April, we facilitated a League General Meeting – a hands-on
exercise called “The Neighborhood Puzzle.” Thirty-five
community members sat in groups of five, and, using wooden
blocks and toy cars, tried to decide how to maintain
neighborhood livability when infill occurs, while adhering to
the zoning, and other land use code requirements.
Recommendations for some code changes were forwarded to
the City’s Community Development Department.
Committee members this year: Charlyn Ellis, Laura Lahm Evenson,
Marilyn Koenitzer, Peggy Lynch, Ruby Moon, and Marie
Wilson.
– Shelly Murphy, Chair

__________________

Governance “Snow, ice, snow and
ice”—are exactly what we had. We
participated in two LWVOR studies this winter and weather
was a big factor in both studies, with several canceled and
rescheduled consensus units and committee meetings.
Our Election Methods study started in December, and we had
the last consensus unit in January. We finally were able to
meet on “Public Post-secondary Education in Oregon in the
21st Century” in late January and presented it with a general
meeting, followed by consensus in mid-February.
State of Oregon Election Methods, League of Women Voters of
Oregon study. On Tuesday, December 13, we had a general
meeting with David Bernell (OSU Associate Professor,
Political Science Program School of Public Policy) as a
presenter. We had a very informative and lively discussion on
the election methods, using the state League’s Everymember
material. We met for consensus on January 3rd and 6th.
We had lively discussions at the consensus meetings, and used
practice ballots on the different methods. We concluded that
we do not know enough at this time about any of the
methods, except Instant runoff/Ranked choice voting, to

support their use in Oregon. We still need to study all the
methods – especially the multi-seat methods of electing our
officials – in more detail and with material that is easier to
understand before coming to any advocacy decisions.
Committee members: Joan Canan, Camille Freitag, Kate Mathews,
Mary Anne Nusrala, Tanya Shively, JoAnne Trow, and Paula
Krane (chair)
Public Post-Secondary Education in Oregon, League of Women
Voters of Oregon study. On February 14th, we held the third
general meeting on “Oregon Public Post-secondary Education
in the 21st Century,” the last in a four-year period. Of the
many lively and informative discussions over the years this one
was especially helpful in preparing us to answer the consensus
questions. Consensus meetings were held later in the same
week, with a full discussion of the material and insightful
questions that helped with our final decisions. We decided
that it is too early in the process to know if the new structure
of the state’s Higher Education Coordinating Commission
(HECC) or the new individual boards at all of the postsecondary institutions of Oregon are (Continued, page 10)

League of Women Voters of Corvallis - 67th Annual Meeting

Page 10

(Continued from page 9) achieving their goals. We also agreed
that too much emphasis and money are placed on athletics.
Committee members: Cathy Frischman, Carolyn Gardner,
Bouquet Harger, Jeff Hess, Sara Ingle, JoAnne Trow, and
Paula Krane (chair). Special thanks to Tony Van Vliet, who
generously gave his time to be a consultant.
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We sent our responses on the consensus questions from both
studies to LWVOR, which will compile all local Leagues’
responses, then write the state League’s positions. We are
waiting to see how our opinions compare with other League
members in Oregon, which should be available soon.

__________________

Housing

The Housing Committee had two
major projects during this past year.
In November, our committee presented a wellattended program on the social and economic implications of
housing and options for addressing them, with two speakers.
Benton County epidemiologist Peter Banwarth addressed the
complex economic and social problems resulting from lack of
affordable housing. If family income goes disproportionately
for housing, less is available for food and other essentials,
which can have adverse effects on health. Next, Portland
developer Eli Spevak, of Orange Splot LLC, showed how
Portland is increasing housing stock, especially through the
use of innovative building design on small lots.
The other major project was a report, “Homelessness in
Corvallis—Exploring the Numbers, Evaluating the Beliefs.”
The project was inspired by a question asked by a City
Councilor in a 2015 Council work session on homelessness:
“Just how many homeless people are in Corvallis?” The
answer is “We don’t know.” The yearlong research and report
examined data gathered from local social services agencies
with the goal of answering two questions: 1) How many
people in Corvallis are homeless? and 2) Do services offered
in Corvallis attract homeless individuals from elsewhere?
The answer to the first question varies, with a potential
maximum of more than 1200 homeless people in
Corvallis/Benton County at some time in a given year. Based
on the data available, we found no evidence to support the
notion that services in Corvallis attract homeless individuals
from areas beyond our city.
In addition to these major accomplishments, the committee
continues to testify at City Council meetings on issues related
to housing, to monitor implementation of the City Council’s
Housing Development Task Force recommendations, and to
serve on the governing board of the Housing Opportunities
Action Council (HOAC).
Another ambitious agenda is planned for the upcoming year:
review how other cities in Oregon increase housing stock;
look at ways to encourage the construction of more
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in Corvallis;
gain a better understanding of whether “tiny houses” could
be an option for increasing housing stock in Corvallis;

continue to advocate for timely implementation of
Housing Development Task Force recommendations.
Finally, we look forward to collaborating with other
organizations to look at the range of options that could
improve housing in Corvallis. Our advocacy will prioritize
those options that can be most effective to the citizens of
Corvallis and to our City Council.
I would like to thank the members of the committee for their
hard work and good humor as we move forward: Judy Ball,
Sara Ingle, Shelley Ries, Karen Rockwell, and Bob Stebbins.
– Karyle Butcher, Chair

Special Taxing Districts Supporters of an Extension
Service Taxing District asked the League to support a May 16th
ballot measure. We were able to do so with the position we
reached last year, using the criteria established for evaluation
of such districts. – Louise Marquering, Chair

Voters Service Voters Service
provides opportunities for citizens to become
better informed on ballot measures and
candidates running for local offices.
On September 27th, we partnered with ASOSU
students for National Voter Registration Day. Volunteers
registered many students in the Valley Library Quad for six
sunny hours. In October we sponsored—with Corvallis Benton
County Public Library, Corvallis Chamber of Commerce, and
City Club of Corvallis—two candidates’ forums: Benton
County Commissioners Position 3, Corvallis City Council, and
State Representatives District 16 and 23. We also held a
forum on ballot measures. 1200 Voters’ Guides from LWVOR
for the November Election, were distributed by members
throughout Benton County and in Albany. In April a
candidates’ forum was held for the Corvallis School Board and
a forum on the ballot measures.
Committee members: Jan Ames, Ann Brodie, Marsha Feldman,
Cathy Frischmann, Bouquet Harger, Paula Krane, Annette
Mills; with advisor Kate Mathews. Special thanks to Doris and
Dick Waring for their invaluable site assistance.
– Cathy Frischmann, Chair

League of Women Voters of Corvallis – 67th Annual Meeting

May 24, 2017

Fruit Sale

Profit from our fruit sale
finances the work of the Corvallis
League. (Member dues cover per-member-payments to state
and national LWV.) The sale also brought sizeable cash
donations. We ordered 476 boxes—335 grapefruit, 50 oranges,
and 91 orange-grapefruit combinations. Our profit was $4,190.18,
and $760 in donations. Members sent names of friends and
relatives to whom we sent order form fliers. We ordered with
Newport and Eugene Leagues this year to get a lower rate. Several
people paid for and donated 15 boxes of fruit to Jackson Street
Youth Shelter, Gleaners, Community Outreach and Linn-Benton
Food Share. This sale depends on the wonderful volunteers who
help unload and deliver the fruit after it arrives.
– Louise Marquering, Chair

Bulletin Nine issues of the local League Bulletin
and this Workbook were published this year. League
Board members provide copy; Beth Thoennes edits;
Laura Lahm Evenson, Paula Krane, Annette Mills and Shelly
Murphy proofread; Shelly prints address labels; Louise
Marquering distributes electronic copy to the printer,
members, and others; and Alvin Eshe and Janet Wolfe-Eshe
do the mailing. Cathy Frischmann will be the Bulletin editor
in the coming year – give her a hand! – Beth Thoennes, Editor
Facebook More Is Better! LWV of Corvallis
became active on Facebook in late 2014. Since then,
we have accumulated 197 LIKEs for our page, an increase of
more than 60 percent over last year.
Corvallis League’s Facebook page is the premier source for the
League event calendar, periodic shares from the Oregon or
U.S. League of Women Voters, content of special interest
submitted by the local League’s membership, and on-the-spot
photographs and reporting from League community fora.
If you haven’t joined us, please do so today. It’s easy:
To find our Facebook page, search for “League of Women
Voters Corvallis” or enter “LWVCorvallis”.
To get League updates on your own Facebook timeline,
just LIKE the League’s page, and set Notifications ON
(desktop version) or FOLLOWING (mobile app).
To spread the word about the League and its events, please
INVITE your friends to view or LIKE the League’s page also.
– Judy Ball

List Serve Members receive email reminders
during the month about League and League-related
events. If you’d like to receive these messages,
contact me—kranep@peak.org.
– Paula Krane
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Membership League’s members enable us
to make democracy work through education and
advocacy. Thank you for supporting the League
through your membership, donations, and participation in
programs and committees.
Cooperation and coordination this year came from: Treasurer
Sara Ingle, who processes payments; Shelly Murphy, who
maintains the mailing list; Patricia Parcells, our chair at the
beginning of the year; and all who encourage others to join us
and create a welcoming atmosphere at meetings.
New members this year: Bonnie Bailey, Connie Bozarth, Cindy
Bruce, Deborah Clark, Kayla Dunham, Josefine Fleetwood,
Katie Golan, Sarah Green, Bouquet Harger, Kathleen Harris,
Terese Keller, Ginny Lucker, Mariana Mace, Sarah Meigs,
Karen Rockwell, Nancy Rosenberger, Stephanie Russo, Karen
Salot, Maria Esther Scott, Kathy Seeburger, Barbara SellersYoung, Dorothy Sowell, Sue Trautwein, Joan Truckenbrod,
Therese Waterhouse, Trish Weber, Carl & Carolyn Wilhelm,
and Christy Wright.
Our sympathy goes to families of members who died this past
year: Norman Bishop, Bob Frenkel, and Patty McClintock.

Publicity This year’s League meetings and
Legislative Town Halls were publicized in a
variety of ways. Notices were submitted to
online calendars (Corvallis Calendar and Visit
Corvallis), to the Gazette-Times, the Corvallis Advocate, and the
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library. Four meetings were
listed in OSU Today (faculty e-mail newsletter). Fliers were
placed, as appropriate, at the Chintimini Senior Center,
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library (and on its electronic
bulletin board), Squirrel’s Tavern, First Alternative Co-op,
New Morning Bakery, Grass Roots Books, Old World Deli,
Osborn Aquatic Center, Timberhill Athletic and Tennis Clubs,
2nd Street Beanery, Imagine Coffee, Fitness Over Fifty,
and OSU department. The grapefruit fundraiser was also
publicized. – Marsha Feldman, Chair

LWV Website Find out about local League events, and
League positions. Read our monthly newsletter; and find links
to City, County, School District 509J, State of Oregon,
Oregon Legislature, elected officials, and other Leagues. You
can pay your dues, buy grapefruit online, and more.
LWV.corvallis.or.us – it’s a great resource!
Kris Paul has tended our website for the past few years, and
this year converted it to Word Press so that Shelly Murphy can
update it. We would welcome another League member skilled
in using Word Press to assist with this task.
– Shelly Murphy, Coordinator

Through the year with League, 2016-2017

Legislative
Town Halls –
Sen. Sara
Gelser; Rep.
Dan Rayfield,
Rep. Mike
Nearman
Benton County Commission candidates

2016 1018 Corvallis City Council candidates

In Memoriam: Norm Bishop, Bob Frenkel, Patty McClintock

Corvallis School Board Candidates

