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General Meeting
The Neighborhood Puzzle:
How can we add needed housing AND
maintain neighborhood livability?
Tuesday, April 11, 2017, 7 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
645 NW Monroe Avenue, Corvallis
Oregon State University’s student population grew from
14,000 in 1997 to 24,000 in 2014; 75% of that population is
housed off-campus. Between January 2009 and March 2015,
the City’s demolition permit data indicate that approximately 69 detached single-family
dwellings were demolished in Corvallis. Most of these units were replaced by student-oriented
housing. Characteristics of recent student-oriented housing include a preponderance of
multiple-floor, five-bedroom units with one bathroom per bedroom. (taken from “Findings” in
the recently amended Article 9 of the Corvallis Comprehensive Plan)
At this meeting, people will work in small groups to try to incorporate needed housing
into neighborhoods. They will discuss what impacts are experienced in the neighborhood
when more housing and population are added and what changes may be needed in the City’s
building requirements. (These requirements are in the Corvallis Land Development Code and
the Municipal Code—see page 3.) Suggested changes will be communicated to the City.
We will have resource people available at the meeting to answer questions.

Prepare for the May 16th Special Election
Wednesday, April 19, 7 PM
Corvallis School Board Candidates Forum
Thursday, April 20, 7 PM
Benton County Ballot Measures Explained
Candidates, Measures, and V oting Information on page 5
Presented by the LWV of Corvallis Voter Service Committee
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library Meeting Room

Legislature 2017 Town Hall Meetings
Saturdays, April 8th & May 6, 10–11:30

AM

Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Avenue
These events are co-sponsored by the LWV of Corvallis and the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
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President’s Corner – Laura Lahm Evenson
Spring is in the air. The camellias have blossomed. The daffodils are
blazing like the sun in our once-gloomy world. The plum trees and
magnolias are ready to burst.
With increased budget stresses there is a threat (or promise) of various
proposals to raise revenue. In an effort to be proactive, not reactive, our
local League decided several years ago to study special taxing districts.
Under the capable leadership of Louise Marquering, the study committee researched and
studied the history, types, and pros or cons of these funding vehicles. At the end of the two
year process, the committee developed a list of fifteen criteria to be used to evaluate
proposed districts. This May there is a taxing district proposal on the ballot. Using the
criteria developed by the study committee, the League was able to use the criteria to evaluate
whether or not to support the proposal. The process was successful and support was
recommended, a tribute to the work of our study committee. Thanks to committee
members Marcia Cutler, Liz Frenkel, Marilyn Koenitzer, Laura Lahm-Evenson, Peggy
Lynch, Louise Marquering, Shelly Murphy, Jo Ann Trow, and Marie Wilson.
The takeaway? By preparation and study the League is able to make reasoned decisions on
complex issues. Like spring, taxing districts will continue to arrive on our ballots. Now the
League is able to make a thoughtful analysis of each proposal.
The Housing Committee is publishing a report on homelessness in Corvallis –the
result of more gargantuan labor. Thanks to Judy Ball, Karen Rockwell, and Housing chair
Karyle Butcher.
Many new members have joined LWV since November. Welcome! We will host a meet
and greet for the new members on April 27th. As always, I encourage everyone to welcome
new members at our events.

The Community Planning Committee has prepared a creative, hands-on event at our
general meeting April 11th. I hope to see you –you’ll learn a lot!
May brings us to the end of our League’s year with our annual dinner and meeting.
Please let a Board member know of anyone who might need a ride. We would like as many
of our members to attend as possible.
Enjoy the slow but steady arrival of spring!

!

New Members Sarah Greene,

Sarah Meigs, Nancy Rosenberger, and Sue Trautwein
Correction – Nan Spencer on the saw: “In reading the March LWVC Bulletin I noted the
interesting Women’s History Month stories about League members. In the story about
Grace Phinney the person who played her musical saw was Nan Spencer.” – Jo Anne Trow

______________

Save this date!

LWV of Corvallis Annual Meeting
Wednesday, May 24th, 6-8:30

PM

Dinner & Business Meeting, followed by a speaker
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library Meeting Room
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LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis which is
produced nine or ten times a
year.
Contact Beth Thoennes or
Louise Marquering with your
suggestions, submissions,
comments, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States.
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Join Us at Salem for LWVOR’S Day at the Legislature!
April 21st – 9:30

AM

–3

PM

Oregon State Capitol, Room 50

With revenue being the most important issue facing the legislature this session, our Day at
the Legislature will feature speakers who will give us the details and offer some possible solutions.
You will have opportunity to visit your elected officials. Day at the Legislature is hosted by the League of Women Voters
of Oregon. $28 registration includes lunch. Wrap choices are on the registration form.
Register online at: http://lwvor.org/event/day-legislature-2017/. Workshops only are $18. Parking passes are available
for an additional fee, only by April 12th.Register by April 12th. Carpooling is encouraged – contact evensonlahm@gmail.com

Mark your calendar!

May 2, 2017 at 7

PM, Corvallis-Benton County Public Library

Climate Policy Update - Oregon Legislature 2017 Session
Will Oregon Legislators Put a Price on Green House Gas Emissions?
How Can the League and Its Members Help?

Guest Speaker, Shilpa Joshi, Renew Oregon Hosted by LWV Corvallis Climate Change Committee

A Brief Refresher on Land Use in Oregon
The Corvallis Comprehensive Plan is the primary
document that guides and controls land use within the
City Limits and the Urban Growth Boundary.
The first Corvallis Comprehensive Plan was adopted in
1980, and the latest update was in 2000. The most recent
amendments were adopted in December 2016. The Plan is
intended to reflect the community’s current thoughts on
land use planning and to be responsive to the needs and
desires of citizens. It is required by the State and must
address Oregon’s 17 Statewide Planning Goals and
Guidelines. The Plan is divided into articles that
correspond to those planning goals.
The Comprehensive Plan includes:
a. Findings - statements of fact or a conclusion reached
after the examination or investigation of the facts.
b. Policies - decision making guidelines for actions to be
taken in achieving goals and the community’s vision.
c. A Comprehensive Plan Map - graphic plan of all land
in the Urban Growth Boundary and identifies the
corresponding Comprehensive Plan land use designations.
d. The Land Development Code - a set of ordinances
and regulations that implements the policies contained in
the Comprehensive Plan.
While we focus mainly on Corvallis Comprehensive
Plan Article 9 - Housing at our April 11th meeting, other

articles must be considered as well i.e., Article 4 – Natural
Features/Natural Hazards, 5 – Urban amenities (parks &
recreation, open space, cultural resources), 7 –
Environmental Quality (noise, air, clean water), 10 – Public
Services and Facilities (water system, police, fire, utilities
library, etc.), 11 – Transportation.
Article 9. Housing “This Article addresses where people
live in Corvallis, elements of the homes in which they live,
and how their homes and other activities are grouped to
form neighborhoods and, ultimately, the community…” It
responds to Statewide Housing Goal 10: “To provide for
the housing needs of the citizens of the State,” and includes
policies based on an analysis of existing and future housing
demand, supply, problems, and opportunities.
The Comprehensive Plan was developed with the
assumption that growth would occur more in the overall
community and not so much at OSU, so it focused the
density out in undeveloped areas around neighborhood
centers. Thus, the Land Development Code could not
respond to the recent growth at OSU. Amendments passed
in 2016 begin to address this problem.
Web access to the Comprehensive Plan, Land
Development Code & Municipal Code is at:
http://www.corvallisoregon.gov/index.aspx?page=116
– Shelly Murphy, Community Planning Chair
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An Update
In August 2015, 21 young
people from around the
country brought suit against the Obama administration,
arguing that the federal government is violating their
constitutional rights by promoting the development and use
of fossil fuels, despite knowing for decades that fossil fuels
are destroying the climate system. The federal government
and the fossil fuel industry sought to have the case
dismissed, but last November, U.S. District Judge Ann
Aiken denied the government’s motion to dismiss and ruled
that the case could go to trial.
In June 2016, the LWVUS Convention in Washington,
DC, gave overwhelming approval to a resolution “that the
LWVUS Board should consider signing onto an amicus
brief with the 21 youth plaintiffs from Our Children’s
Trust.” As it turned out, the LWVUS, joined by the LWV
of Oregon, submitted its own amicus brief in the case.
In early February 2017, President Trump and his
administration were named lead defendants in the case.
On March 7th, the Trump administration filed a motion
seeking to appeal Judge Aiken’s November order -- and
filed a separate motion to delay trial preparation until after
its appeal is considered. Fossil fuel defendants then joined
the Trump administration’s appeal. Raising the “political
question doctrine,” they argue that the executive and
legislative branches of government, and not the judiciary,
should resolve the issues in the case.

April 2017

The decision of whether or not to grant the appellate
review rests with Judge Aiken, who has already made her
position clear on the “political question” issue. In her
November analysis and conclusion on this point, she refers
to the League of Women Voters’ amicus brief, writing:
“There is no need to step outside the core role of the
judiciary to decide this case. At its heart, this lawsuit asks
this Court to determine whether defendants have violated
plaintiffs’ constitutional rights. That question is squarely
within the purview of the judiciary. . . .
“This case shares some key features with Baker itself. In
Baker, a group of voters challenged a statute governing the
apportionment of state legislative districts . . . . Sixty years
of population growth without legislative reapportionment
had led to some votes carrying much more weight than
others . . . . Here, the majority of youth plaintiffs are
minors who cannot vote and must depend on others to
protect their political interests. Thus, as amicus the League
of Women Voters persuasively argues, the youth plaintiffs’
claims are similar to the Baker claims because they are
“rooted in a ‘debasement of their votes’ and an
accompanying diminishment of their voice in
representational government.” See her Opinion and Order.
For more information about the lawsuit and a timeline of
key events, please visit the webpage for Our Children’s
Trust in the LWVUS Toolkit for Climate Action. More
information yet comes in a National Geographic article:
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/kids-sue-usgovernment-climate-change/.

– Eleanor Revelle, Chair, LWVUS Climate Change Task Force
_____________

Want to Keep Up with the League in Oregon’s 2017 Legislative Session?
What House and Senate bills are moving?
How does the League advocate on its
positions?
Read your LWVOR Action Committee Weekly
Legislative Report at: http://lwvor.org/legislativereport-volume-27-number-8-march-2017/
The LWV of Oregon’s Legislative Action Team has
prioritized four key areas for the 2017 session:
• REVENUE AND TAX REFORM by adopting stable
and fair revenue policies and tax reforms to adequately
fund services and functions critical to the well-being of
Oregonians.

• PROTECTING DEMOCRACY by minimizing the

influence of money in politics and promoting more
representative elections systems.
• ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE by
supporting legislation to reduce net greenhouse gas
emissions fast enough to avoid serious damage to the
global climate ecosystem.
• ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS to help low

income citizens move toward financial stability

Register to receive legislative reports at
http://lwvor.org/home/take-action/legislative-reports/
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May 16, 2017 Special Election Information and Dates
Dates you should know:

Ballots may be returned by: Dropping them off at any
official ballot dropsite in Oregon or mailing with postage.

April 25, 2017 Last day to register to vote
April 26, 2017 Local ballots mailed
May 11, 2017 Last day to mail in local ballots
May 16, 2017 Election day. Voted ballots must be
RECEIVED by 8:00 PM. Postmarks do not count.

Check your ballot status and voter registration status
at: www.oregonvotes.gov
Benton County Elections & Passports 541-766-6756
Email elections@co.benton.or.us

Corvallis School District 509J Candidates
Director, Position 1, 4-year term
Sami Al-AbdRabbuh, Brandy Barrett, Al Hutchinson

Director, Position 6, 2-year unexpired term
Ed Junkins, Carlos M Lopez, Andy Roberts

Director, Position 4, 4-year term
Vincent Adams, Michael De Salvo

Director, Position 7, 2-year unexpired term
Gerry Kosanovic, Kenneth RunningCrane-Real,
Sarah Finger McDonald

Director, Position 5, 4-year term
Terese Jones, Jay Conroy

https://www.co.benton.or.us/elections/page/may-16-2017-special-election-candidates

Ballot Measures
Benton County: 2-106 Establish Benton County Extension and 4-H Service District
City of Corvallis: 2-108 Charter Amendment Restricting Sale of Parks and Natural Areas

__________
Illuminating Time Had By All at March 14 Air Quality Program
Emissions include particulate matter, sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and carbon
monoxide. New equipment and a new permit
will lessen or eliminate, to an unknown extent,
particulate matter, visible plumes, fiberglass
sludge, and fluoride emissions.
Rohlman delineated potential health effects of
air pollution—with fine particulates being of
particular concern. Added monitors will give
baseline information on the problem.
Marilyn Koenitzer speaks on local air pollution
A trio of well-versed speakers presented local air quality
facts, issues, and solutions to a generous audience: Marilyn
Koenitzer (LWV and Clean Air Corvallis), Diana Rohlman
(OSU toxicologist), and Lisa Arkin (Beyond Toxics).
“How many of you have heard that there’s nothing but
steam coming out of the stacks?” Koenitzer asked. It’s an
urban myth—if it were only steam H&V wouldn’t need a
permit from the Department of Environmental Quality.

Arkin calls for tougher regulations requiring better
monitoring and reporting of toxic emissions. She
recommends a “community right to know” program, like
Eugene’s to make data available to the public. HB 2669
would allow Oregon cities, to have such a program. She
urged residents to push for stronger action by state
environmental regulators: “call the DEQ.”
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Town Halls:
Learn, Listen,
Ask Questions
One Saturday a month
during Legislative
sessions is educational – and cheerful. Our legislators make
great efforts to update us on current issues and what they’re
working on. After giving legislative updates they also
respond to audience questions, so come, learn, and ask!
The community appreciates our legislators’ presence at our
Legislative Town Halls. We also appreciate Kate Mathews,
who arranges them faithfully and well.

April 2017

Senator Sara Gelser (D-district 8), Representative Dan Rayfield (Ddistrict 16), and Representative Mike Nearman(R-district 23) enjoy
a conversation at the February Legislative Town Hall.

_______________________
Rally for Health Care
On Thursday, April 20th, support
universal, publicly funded health
care in Oregon. Rally on the west
Capitol steps in Salem, Noon-12:30 PM and attend hearings
throughout the day, 9 AM-4 PM. For more information and
to register, go to http://hcao.org/senate-hearing-and-rallyapril-20. To reserve a place on the bus from Corvallis,
email Shelley Ries: spur848@gmail.com

Housing Committee Publishes Homelessness Report
The Housing Committee celebrates the
completion of its yearlong study –
Homelessness in Corvallis; Exploring the
Numbers, Evaluating the Beliefs. This study,
researched and written by committee members Judy Ball
and Karen Rockwell, was prepared as an answer to a
question posed at a December 5, 2015 Corvallis City
Council work session on homelessness. The question
posed was “How many people are we talking about”? The
answer? We don’t know.
As it turned out there was a reason that there was no
immediate answer to that question. The data on the
number of homeless people living in Corvallis is not
always collected or if collected, it is not measuring the
same thing. Finally, not every agency has the capacity to
keep and maintain good data. Yet, public decision-making
requires good information. Budgets can’t be built without
it, taxes can’t or shouldn’t be levied without it and, in the
case of the homeless population, health care cannot be
improved without it. For all of these reasons, in 2016, the
Housing Committee made the decision to undertake a
project to evaluate two questions related to homelessness:
1. How many people in Corvallis are homeless?
2. Is it true that services for the homeless attract
homeless individuals from elsewhere to Corvallis –
the “magnet theory”?

A third question that has since been asked is why did the
Corvallis League’s Housing Committee take this on? The
answer is fundamental to what the League is all about. We
recognized that homelessness and sheltering the homeless
had become a controversial political issue in our city. The
League has a long-standing reputation for integrity,
nonpartisanship, and balance in dealing with all sorts of
public policy issues. Because of this, the Housing
Committee felt that the League was uniquely positioned to
undertake the work and to have its findings accepted by
the community.
As chair of the Housing Committee, I urge League
members and others to read this report. You will learn
that homelessness in Corvallis is growing, that it includes
families, school age children, men and women and that it
threatens many others. Perhaps we with homes do not
realize or appreciate that many people in Corvallis are one
paycheck away from being homeless. Clearly, the reasons
are complicated, as are the solutions. There is no one
answer to this community problem, but once we
understand who and how many we are talking about we
can begin to develop a range of services to alleviate if not
end homelessness.
Look for the publication, coming out very soon in print
and on the League website: http://lwv.corvallis.or.us/.
– Karyle Butcher, Housing Chair
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LWV of Corvallis Supports Measure 2-106:
Establishment of Benton County Extension and 4-H Service District
The supporters of the proposed Extension Service
Taxing District asked the LWV of Corvallis to support
this measure on the May 16th ballot.
The LWV cannot support a measure without studying the
issue to establish a position, which we have done. Between
October 2013 and April 2016 we studied special taxing
districts and urban renewal districts and developed a set of
criteria to be used in evaluating proposed special taxing
measures. You can find the criteria on League’s website at:
http://lwv.corvallis.or.us/about/where-we-stand.
The LWV board sent the proposed ballot measure to the
Taxing Districts Committee for a recommendation. At this
point the members of the committee met with
representatives from the Extension Service and reviewed
the proposal and our criteria.
The committee determined that the proposal does meet our
criteria’s requirements. It recommended that the board
vote to support the measure, and the board did just that at
its recent March 22nd meeting.

Consider these points when you vote on the measure:
• The Extension Service Special Taxing district will
provide long-term stable funding for the Benton County
Extension Service and 4-H.
• There is a likelihood that without this district the entire
Extension Service funding could be cut by the county.
• Twenty-six out of Oregon’s thirty-six counties already
have taxing districts for the support of Extension and 4-H.
• The taxing district will cost residents about $36 a year
for a $300,000 property.
• Obtaining federal and state funding depends on the
county having an Extension Service. Each dollar of
extension funding translates into $2 worth of volunteer
service and $4 in grants.
If you have questions, contact Louise Marquering at
lwvclouise@aol.com
- Louise Marquering, Taxing Districts Chair

__________________________

LWV of Oregon Convention May 5-7, 2017

“Engaging our Communities, Preserving our Principles”
The biennial convention of the LWV of Oregon will be held Friday-Sunday, May 5-7, at Holiday Inn Portland
South/Wilsonville, Oregon. We will consider changes to our Bylaws, adopt a budget and a program for action, and elect
officers. The LWV of Corvallis is entitled to several delegates; any League member may attend as a non-voting observer

Are you a new League member?
Join League’s Board members for a wine and cheese social
Learn how the League of Women Voters functions
in Corvallis, statewide and nationwide

April 27, at 7:30 PM
Ann Brodie’s home 3145 Seneca
Please RSVP: annbrodie143@comcast.net

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
P.O. Box 1679
Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036 - www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
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The Puzzle:
Housing AND Neighborhood Livability
April 11, 7 PM - Library

Join us on Facebook
LWVCorvallis

LWV Calendar
Sat
8
Tue 11
Tue 18
Wed 19
Thu 20
Fri 21
Sat 22
Thu 27

April
Legislative Town Hall 10-11:30 AM, Library
General Meeting: Community Planning 7 PM,
Library
Board meeting 12:30-2:30 PM
Voter Service: School Board Candidates 7 PM,
Library
Voter Service: Ballot Measures 7 PM, Library
LWVOR Day at the Legislature 9 AM -3 PM,
Capitol Building, Salem
Earth Day
New Member Social Ann Brodie’s, 7:30 PM

May
Tue
2 Climate Legislative Advocacy 7 PM, Library
Fri-Sun 5, 6, 7 LWVOR Convention, Wilsonville
Sat
6 Legislative Town Hall 10-11:30 AM, Library
Tue 16 Special Election Ballots due by 8 PM
Board Meeting 12:30-2:30 PM
Wed 24 Annual Meeting & Dinner 6-8:30 PM, Library
June
Fri-Mon 22-25 LWVUS Council, Leesburg, Virginia

Join the League of Women Voters!
Name _____________________________________
Address City, Zip+4 digits_____________________
___________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Email ____________________________________
____ $60 individual membership ____ $90 household
____ $30 student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join the
League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with League?
_____________________________________

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1. Half-year dues for new
members are charged from April through September - $30/$45/$15
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to LWVOR or
the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

