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Looking Ahead —

Soup’s
On!
Annual Social & Program Planning
Tuesday, January 10th, 6 – 8:30

PM

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship - 2945 NW Circle Blvd., Corvallis
Delicious Soups, Breads & Desserts provided by your Board
Bring a bowl, plate, cup, and table utensils for a waste-free supper

Get Ready to Create League’s Future!
This gathering for League members is your opportunity to set the coming year’s
program. It’s League’s basis for education and action in the coming year.
Prepare for the evening’s planning:
Read the program planning information and summaries of state and local
League positions on pages 3-4.
Reflect on community issues that would benefit from our study or action.

What new studies or directions at state and local League levels might
address these issues? What practical considerations might be involved?
_______________________

Introduce League – Bring a Friend!
Our program planning meeting and Soup Social is a great time to introduce people to the
League of Women Voters. Good food and discussions of next year’s state and local League
activities, goals and committees might attract them to join – each new member strengthens
League’s voice!
Come and add your voice to League’s decision-making process!
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President’s Corner – Laura Lahm Evenson

LWV of Corvallis

Welcome to 2017! The LWV of Corvallis put on some superior and
informative programs last year and we’re planning more for 2017.
January’s meeting on the 10th is our Program Planning evening. Warm up a cold
winter night by supping delicious soups provided by your Board members.
After dinner, we’ll discuss state and local programs. What would you like to see
the League focus on? Bring your ideas and creative approaches. If you don’t like to drive at
night, we have people who are happy to carpool. Hope to see you there!
Wondering how the Oregon Legislature works? LWVOR is putting on its annual Legislative
Process Day on January the 10th. Register at lwvor.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/LPD2017-Flyer-1.pdf or use the form on page 7. Spend the day in Salem for this informative event.
The LWVOR Action Team, with several Corvallis members, will give the scoop on what’s likely
to happen this session. Then scurry back to Corvallis for our Soup and Planning meeting.

PO Box 1679

Legislative Town Halls will begin in February. Come have a cup of coffee on Saturday
morning and listen to our local representatives explain the hot topics in Salem. This is a great way
to keep up to date on important issues. Please check the calendar since the Saturday changes
each month.
We would also like to thank Louise Marquering and her elves for the most successful
fruit sale ever! This is our only fund raising event of the year and provides the resources for all
of our local events. Louise makes this complex event run as smooth as silk. Volunteers helped
unload and deliver the fruit. Thanks to Beth and Harvey Thoennes for storing the fruit during its
brief stay. Thanks to everyone who ordered and supported the League of Women Voters of
Corvallis!
Is there a chance that you forgot to pay your dues? There’s just enough time to keep your
connection with League. Send in the membership coupon on the last page of this bulletin.

!

New LWV Member

Terese Keller
Election Methods Study Enlightening — Consensus Re-scheduled
On Tuesday, December 13th, League and
Weather postponed the December 15th
community members learned much from David
consensus meetings. Meet for consensus
Bernell’s presentation on Oregon’s election
(your choice) on January 2nd, 7-9 PM or
methods. The evening included an informative
January 6th, 11:45 AM -1:15 PM. Mark
and lively discussion.
the date. – Paula Krane, Governance Chair

___________
Help! LWVOR Post-Secondary Education Study
I need a few more committee members for the Post-Secondary Education
Study presentation on Tuesday, February 14th and consensus meetings on
Thursday, February 16th. Consensus is due to the state League in March.
Please call or email me—541-752-2361, kranep@peak.org -– Paula Krane, Governance Chair

Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
Facebook – LWV Corvallis

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
______________________________

This is the newsletter of
the League of Women
Voters of Corvallis which is
produced nine or ten times a
year.
Contact Beth Thoennes or
Louise Marquering with your
suggestions, submissions,
comments, or story ideas.
We welcome your input.
Submissions are due no later
than the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe through their
dues. Membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Corvallis is open to men and
women of all ages and
includes membership in the
League of Women Voters of
Oregon and the League of
Women Voters of the United
States.
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Prepare for Program Planning
Program is the League’s basis for both
education and action. It consists of
governmental issues that League members
choose for concerted study and action. The process starts
with selection and adoption, continues with study and
discussion, and culminates in action and change.
How can you be a part of the planning?
Review League positions. These are used for action at all
governmental levels, and are the framework against which
we base all actions taken in the League’s name. (Online at:
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/stand.php)
What are the burning issues and questions in our
community – the needs of citizens, and gaps in service?
What is desirable in addressing the gaps or issues?
• What would give the League visibility and credibility?
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• What studies or projects would help the League link
with diverse individuals and organizations?
What is feasible, given League resources and expertise?
• How could LWV help achieve appropriate public policy
or action on these issues?
• What League positions currently exist?
• Is the issue timely?
• Who in League will chair the study committee?
• Who in League will join the committee?
• Could League form partnerships with other public or
non-profit/private organizations?
How are voter service and citizen education integrated
into the program?
Current Local and State LWV Positions are on the
enclosed sheets. You can find local positions on our
website: www.lwv.corvallis.or.us/stand.php. State League
positions are at: www.lwvor.org/

___________
League of Women Voters of Corvallis – Current Program
Detailed program at http://lwv.corvallis.or.us/about/where-we-stand/

At Risk Youth: Support for adequately funded programs for
children from early childhood to emancipation who have
problems that contribute to their leaving school early.
Benton County Charter: Support inclusion in the Charter,
provisions that give responsibility for policy and
communications to the Board of Commissioners and specified
administrative duties to an appointed County Manager.
Support for an appointed Assessor and a Sheriff that is a
nonpartisan office. Support for required public hearings by the
Charter Review Committee.
Child Care In Benton County: Support for enforced
standards for childcare facilities, government programs to train
providers, referral services, and low-income subsidies.
Promote the consideration of childcare issues by employers.
Community Planning: Support effectively implemented
comprehensive citizen-based land use planning that maintains
and enhances community livability and protects resource
lands. Support for adequate and safe transportation
alternatives, preservation of open space, and urbanization
policies which foster healthy and diverse communities where
people can live, work, shop and play.
Corrections: Support the provision of adequate corrections
facilities for adults and juveniles with emphasis on appropriate
alternatives and diversionary services.
Financing The Corvallis-Benton County Public Library:
Support adequate and stable funding that provides free access
to quality library services for all Benton County residents.

Health Services In Benton County: Support for public
health services including the County Health Department and
dissemination of health information including information on
family planning and drug abuse. Support government
programs that protect the health and welfare of the elderly.
Housing: Promote partnerships between public and private
entities to establish low income housing units and year-round
homeless shelters.
Know Your Schools: Support rules and procedures for
citizen participation in all Corvallis School District board and
committee meetings. Support a policy for handling letters
concerning teachers.
Special Taxing Districts: Formation of Special Taxing
Districts and Urban Renewal Districts may be desirable in
certain situations. The formation of any such district must be
considered only after an informed, transparent planning
process and thorough analysis of the implications to all
government provided services. See the criteria list at:
lwv.corvallis.or.us/about/where-we-stand/#TAX.
Local Food: Support policies and activities that will make it
possible for all community members to have access to safe,
local, nutritious, affordable and culturally appropriate food.
Primary Prevention Of Violence In Linn & Benton
Counties: Support for comprehensive and integrated
violence prevention and intervention programs that involve all
sectors of the community.
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LWV of Oregon – Current Program
For details of these positions go to the LWVOR website: www.lwvor.org/lwvimages/Issues-for-Action-2014-15.pdf
Governance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Citizen Participation and Access
Constitutional Provisions
Economic Development Revenue Bonds
Election Laws
Election Methods
Emergency Board
Fiscal Policy
Initiative, Referendum, and Recall
Oregon State Courts;
Redistricting

Social Policy.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Resources.

•
•
•
•

Air Quality
Offshore and Coastal Management
Energy: Conservation, Nuclear Energy;
Land Use

Parks
Seismic Risks
Water: Policy – Quality and Quantity, Water
Resources - Columbia River Basin and the
Columbia River Task Force

•
•

Adult Corrections
Child Care
Children at Risk
Public Postsecondary Education
Farmworker Issues
Health Policy: Adult Mental Health, Mental Health
Services for Children and Youth
Homeless Youth
Juvenile Justice

___________

List Serve

– Do you get League information from time to time? If not, you could be on the list—just
email Paula Krane at kranep@peak.org. If you’d rather not be on our list serve, email her and let her know
that too.

Now, about that over-full closet or cupboard

– League would love to help you out. Just
take your extra items to the OSU Thrift Shop, and a League member who works there will consign items under
the League’s consignment number. League gets 75% of the asking price and 25% goes to grants and
scholarships. The Thrift Shop accepts clean, seasonal functioning items. Check to see what they do not take at
http://oregonstate.edu/groups/osufolk/thriftshop.htm. Call Kate Mathews, our League’s Thrift Shop volunteer, at 541754-1172 — or consign items yourself, using the League’s consignment number, 1073.

___________

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
Thanks to all who helped with our 2016 Fruit Sale
Fundraiser. We sold 418 boxes, just two short of our
record year.
It takes a huge crew to get the job done. Thanks to the
following people, and also to all of you who purchased
fruit and talked to friends about buying.
Unloaders were Claudia Keith, Louise Marquering, Kate
& Chris Mathews, Bob Ozretich, and Beth and Harvey
Thoennes. Nancy Leman then phoned all the deliverers to
pick them up at the Thoennes garage.
The wonderful people who delivered all those boxes were: Charlaine Beschta, Ann Brodie, Joan Canan, Laura Evenson,
Marsha Feldman, Carolyn Gardener, Jen Gervais, Dagmar Johnson, Claudia Keith, Paula Krane, Carolyn Madsen, Kate
Mathews, Mary Anne Nusrala, Jo Overton, Bob Ozretich, Patricia Parcells, Mark Rampton, Ann Smart, Bob Stebbins,
Doris Waring, Janet Wolf-Eshe, and Mary Youmans.
– Louise Marquering, Fruit Fundraiser Chair
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LWV Letter to City Council Supports Adoption of Climate Action Plan
The League of Women Voters of the United States
(LWVUS) supports aggressive efforts to restore balance to
the planet’s climate systems by reducing atmospheric
carbon dioxide to 350 parts per million (ppm), the upper
safe limit. Aligned with this position, the League of
Women Voters of Corvallis (LWVC) supports the
adoption of the Climate Action Plan, as recommended
by the City’s Climate Action Task Force.
Although we support the adoption of the Plan for all the
reasons stated on page 3 of the Plan, we also urge you to
consider the following concerns and recommendations as
the Task Force moves into the next phase of its work:
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Target – The target that was
selected by the Task Force (75% reduction by 2050,
compared to 1990 levels) is not based on the latest science.
Although this target is aligned with the State of Oregon
target, the State target was established nearly 10 years ago,
in 2007. Current science indicates that climate change is
occurring far more rapidly than was initially projected by
climate scientists. We recommend that the Council direct
the Task Force to consult with Philip Mote, Director of the
Oregon Climate Change Resource Institute, to calculate a
more appropriate target.
Carbon Pricing – Carbon pricing is listed as a key strategy
in three of the six sections of the Plan (“Buildings and
Energy” p. 12, “Land Use and Transportation” p. 15, and
“Consumption and Waste” p. 18). The related action
states, “Promote policies at the local, state and federal level
that implement carbon-based fees or taxes.” As explained
by LWVUS, “A carbon price increases the cost of fossil
fuels and the products created by them and thus encourages
lower-carbon behavior. It also generates funds that can be
used for a variety of purposes, including, for example,
increased investment in energy efficiency and alternative
energy sources.” Aligned with the League’s national
position on carbon pricing, LWVC strongly recommends
City Council to make this strategy the Plan’s top priority.
Implementation Costs – In prioritizing which actions to
include in the Plan, one of the key criteria was financial.
While the cost of implementing an action is clearly a
practical matter worthy of consideration, we are concerned
that the process has not addressed the costs of inaction.
The City budget is based on an annual cycle, but climate
change will be with us for many generations, and typical
cost accounting may not be appropriate in evaluating the
costs and benefits of action vs. inaction.

Role of the City – One of the last actions listed in the Plan
is “Educate City staff on Climate Action Plan….” Since
local government is the only organization that has the
authority and capacity to reach all residents and businesses,
City leadership and staff will be critical in addressing both
climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies. We
recommend that City Council place a high priority on
educating City staff on the Plan and their role in its
implementation by including this action in every section of
the Plan.
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and
recommendations.
About the Climate Action Plan
Task Force Goal: Over the next two years,
take bold action to address climate change by
(1) supporting the energy conservation
efforts of the Corvallis Georgetown
University Energy Prize team, and (2)
adopting and beginning to implement a comprehensive,
long-term climate action plan that will significantly reduce
Corvallis' greenhouse gas emissions and foster Corvallis'
resilience to the effects of climate change.
Charge: Draft and propose for City Council approval the
scope, process and timeline necessary to achieve the goal.
(An updated timeline is available here.) Identify
opportunities and mechanisms for community member
involvement, and the best methods for communicating task
force work status with the City Council.
Update: At its December 12, 2016 meeting, the Corvallis
City Council unanimously adopted the Corvallis Climate
Action Plan. The Plan includes goals, greenhouse gas
reduction targets, and high-priority mitigation and
adaptation strategies and actions. Council also accepted the
work completed by the Climate Action Task Force that is
reflected in the supplemental materials found at
www.corvallisoregon.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?
documentid=10971. These materials include all the
potential climate action strategies and actions that were
identified and reviewed, tables summarizing quantitative
evaluations of greenhouse gas reduction potential and costeffectiveness, qualitative assessments of community cobenefits, and detailed tables of high priority community
actions with potential implementation measures and partner
organizations identified. A decision on the 6-month
extension of the Climate Action Task Force will be made at
a City Council meeting in January.
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Benton County 2040 Thriving Communities Initiative Makes Progress
Sean McGuire, who leads
Benton County’s forwardlooking effort, met with the
LWV of Corvallis Board at its
December meeting to share
its progress. His visit became
a listening session as he
explained the program and elicited board members’
thoughts and feelings about Benton County.

been completed, and more than 2,100 comments received.
Many other listening sessions are scheduled.
Listening Sessions: You can find the download below for
the latest listing of listening sessions that already have been
conducted and those that are scheduled for the future.
More are solicited – if you would like to schedule a session,
email 2040initiative@co.benton.or.us.

The 2040 Thriving Communities Council leads the effort to
engage the public through community events and an online
survey. It actively coordinates listening sessions and
promotes the online 2040 Survey to gather public feedback.

Public Events: The Initiative has collected over 1,100
comments at the Benton County Fair, Aqua Campeones de
Salud, the Monroe Fair, and Celebrate South Corvallis.

Comments will be organized and uploaded for public
review. As of December 14, 18 listening sessions have

Surveys: Over 155 surveys have been conducted, but we
more are solicited. Please take the 2040 Survey here.

In collaboration with the City of Corvallis, the 2040
Council attained the original responses and comments from
the Imagine Corvallis 2040 process and will add these in
with other responses.

______________

Celebrate Carrie Chapman
Catt’s Birthday, January 9th
On January 9th, the League of Women Voters
observes the birthday of our founder, Carrie
Chapman Catt. Born in Wisconsin in 1859 and
raised in Iowa, Catt campaigned for women’s
suffrage for decades.
On February 14, 1920, shortly before the
passage of the 19th Amendment, Catt founded
the League of Women Voters. Designed to help
20 million women carry out their new
responsibilities as voters, Catt called the League
“a mighty experiment.” She also said:

“The vote has been costly. Prize it . . .
understand what it means and what it can
do for your country.”
“Service to a just cause rewards the worker
with more real happiness and satisfaction
than any other venture of life.”
“Everybody counts in applying democracy.
And there will never be a true democracy
until every responsible and law-abiding adult
in it, without regard to race, sex, color, or
creed has his or her own inalienable and
unpurchasable voice in government.”

January 2017
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Join us at the Oregon State Library!
January 10, 9:30 AM-2:30 PM.

Oregon State Library, Rms. 102 & 103
250 Winter St. NE, Salem, Oregon 97301
Registration begins at 9:30 – Lunch is at noon.
(To carpool, call Paula, 541-752-2361)
Speakers: Dennis Richardson, Secretary of State

LWVOR’s Action Committee will give an overview of
the 2017 legislative session. You will also be treated to a
Timothy Sekerak, Clerk of the House of Representatives
performance of the Not Ready for Prime Time Players.
Lori Brocker, Secretary of the Senate
th
Advance registration required. Register by January 4 – lwvor.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/LPD-2017-Flyer-1.pdf
Paypal is available for online registration.

Name ____________________________________________ Phone ____________________
Email ____________________________________ Organization _______________________
Cost Full Registration with Lunch $30 ____; Workshop only–no lunch $20____; Full Registration, Lunch, Capitol
Parking Pass $45.50____; Workshop only, Capitol Parking Pass $35.50____; Capitol Parking Pass only $15.50____

Lunch Wrap (choose one)
Honey Mustard Turkey ____

Club Ranch ____

Roast Beef and Gorgonzola ____

Creamy Veggie _____

Thai Chicken____

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2017 Sustainability Coalition Events
The LWV of Corvallis is a member of the Corvallis
Sustainability Coalition – a network of 350 organizations in
Corvallis and Benton County working to create a more
sustainable community. The Coalition includes non-profits,
businesses, government agencies, educational institutions,
and faith-based organizations.
League members are invited and encouraged to participate
in the following upcoming events:
Thursday, January 5, 12 Noon – 1:30 PM
Sustainability Coalition Annual Meeting
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
The annual meeting includes an overview of the past year’s
accomplishments and plans for 2017 – our 10th anniversary
year! The Coalition’s action teams have many exciting
projects under way and committees that are hard at work to

support them, so this will be a good time to find out what’s
happening and to give your input. A highlight of the event
will be a showing of “Harvest Sunshine”, a newly released
video produced by the Coalition to promote the 5-year
solar campaign, which is designed to help our community
transition to a fossil fuel-free future. The campaign
includes an ambitious goal to more than double the amount
of solar on Corvallis rooftops by the end of 2020.
Thursday, March 9, 5–9 PM
Sustainability Fair & Town Hall Meeting
CH2MHill Alumni Center, OSU
Don’t miss the sustainability event of the year! Visit the
League booth at the Fair, and plan to stay for the Town
Hall. On-line pre-registration for the Town Hall opens on
January 5th at www.sustainablecorvallis.org. The Alumni
Center Ballroom holds just 350 people, so you’re
encouraged to sign up early.

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
P.O. Box 1679
Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
541-753-6036 - www.lwv.corvallis.or.us
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Program Planning / Soup Social
January 10, 6-8:30 PM – Yum!

Join us on Facebook –
LWVCorvallis

LWV Calendar
Mon 9

January
Legislature convenes, Governor sworn in
LWV Founder Carrie Chapman Catt’s Birthday

Tue 10

LWVOR Legislative Process Day, Salem 9:30 AM
Soup dinner/Program planning meeting 6 PM

Tue 17

Board meeting 12:30-2:30 PM

Fri

Presidential Inauguration

20

February
Wed 1

Legislature re-convenes

Sat 4
Tue 14

Legislative Town Hall 10-11:30 AM, Library
Happy Birthday to LWV and to Oregon!
General Meeting: Post-Secondary Ed. 7 PM, Library

Thu 16

Consensus Meeting: Post-Secondary Ed.

Tue 21

Board Meeting 12:30-2:30 PM
March

Sat 4
Wed 8
Thur 9

Women’s History Month
Legislative Town Hall 10-11:30 AM, Library
International Women’s Day
Sustainability Fair & Town Hall 5-7, 7-9 PM

Tue 14

General Meeting: Public Safety/Corrections 7 PM, Library

Tue 21

Board Meeting 12:30-2:30 PM

Join the League!
Name _____________________________________
Address City, Zip+4 digits_____________________
___________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Email ____________________________________
____ $60 individual membership ____ $90 household
____ $30 student ____ Renewal ____ Contribution*
____ Dues assistance information to help you join
the League of Women Voters
I would like to be considered:
Active ____
Inactive Member / Supporter ____
I first joined the League in ____ (year) __________ (place).
What special skills/talents/interests can you share with
League? _____________________________________

____________________________________________
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail
to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to
LWVOR or the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate
check, are deductible.

