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General Meeting: 

Housing Problem Hurts Everyone 
November 16, 7 PM 

Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 
                         645 NW Monroe Avenue 

The shortage of affordable housing in Corvallis affects all of us.  Home values continue 
to rise but salaries do not keep pace.  For many people, housing costs in Corvallis exceed 43% 
of their income.  Consequently, more middle-income people and families choose to live 
outside of our city.  This results in lost revenue in taxes, lost sales by local business, and 
damage to the environment from an increased reliance on cars as the main mode of 
transportation. 

League’s Housing Committee will present a program on how the lack of affordable housing is 
harmful to our community and offer some possible solutions.   

• Peter Banwarth, Epidemiologist at the Benton County Health Department, will present 
data outlining the current housing situation in Corvallis.  All indications are that we need more 
housing for low and middle income individuals and families. 

• Eli Spevak of Orange Splot, LLC, will also speak to us about housing.  Spevak, a 
Portland developer, has pioneered the creation of community-oriented affordable housing in 
the Portland area.  Instead of 3,000 sq. ft. homes, would it make better sense to have small 
cottage communities?  What about tiny homes for those looking to downsize?  Eli’s creative 
designs show that Corvallis could do so much more.   

Come to our program on November 16 to learn about the issues and be inspired by the 
possibilities. 

Co-sponsored by the LWV of Corvallis and the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 

                                  ___________ 

Coming Up: Election Laws  
December 13th, Consensus December 15th  
How can we ensure fair, impartial and 
representative elections?  In addition to 
fighting voter disenfranchisement and the 
corrupting influence of money, are there ways 
to design the way we vote to ensure that our 
elected officials speak for the people and that 
our legislative bodies are more 
nearly a portrait of the people at 
large?    
At the December meetings we will present 
and evaluate election systems currently in use 
in the U.S. or around the world that could be 
considered for adoption in Oregon.  

Order Your Fruit by November 15 
Enjoy fruit and benefit our League! 

Mark your choices on the order 
form you received in the 
October bulletin or download a 
form from our website, 
lwv.corvallis.or.us/grapefruit-

sale.  You may also order with PayPal on the 
website, or www.facebook.com/LWVCorvallis.  
Order right away to receive your box of delicious 
juicy fruit in the first week of December!                                    
                   – Louise Marquering, Fruit Sale Chair 
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This is the newsletter of 
the League of Women 
Voters of Corvallis which is 
produced nine or ten times a 
year.  

Contact Beth Thoennes or 
Louise Marquering with your 
suggestions, submissions, 
comments, or story ideas.  
We welcome your input.  

Submissions are due no later 
than the 15th of the month.  

Members subscribe through their 
dues.  Membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Corvallis is open to men and 
women of all ages and 
includes membership in the 
League of Women Voters of 
Oregon and the League of 
Women Voters of the United 
States. 
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President’s Corner – Laura Lahm Evenson 
Election season is almost over, as I write this column.  The public very 
much appreciates the work and study that LWV does to help inform voters.   

Special thanks are due to our energetic Voter Service Chair, Cathy 
Frischmann, for all of her hard work during the election season.  She and 
her committee—Joan Canan, Marsha Feldman, Kate Mathews, Annette 
Mills, Suzanne Ortiz, Bob Ozretich, and Patricia Parcells—worked with 

Associated Students of OSU to register students to vote.  Cathy and many volunteers distributed 
over a thousand LWVOR’s Voter Guides in Corvallis, Philomath, Albany and Monroe.  She 
organized three well attended Voter Service public meetings.  These meetings take a lot of 
coordination with candidates and their staffs.  Thank you to Cathy and her many volunteers.   

Our own Paula Krane and her committee, Kate Mathews and Jo Ann Trow, presented the 
October 25th informational meeting on Ballot Measures, as well as presenting them to other 
groups in Corvallis.  To do this they had to understand thoroughly all of the measures, some of 
which are very complicated.  Thank you so much for your commitment to an educated electorate. 

Three members kept the public informed of our forums.  Marsha Feldman, our Publicity 
Chair, did a great job getting flyers for the events placed around town and in local publications.  
We appreciate her efforts.  Thank you, Judy Ball, for posting notices and pictures on Facebook.  
Thanks also to Shelly Murphy, who keeps our website updated with current events (and more).  
If you haven’t visited our website lately, go to lwv.corvallis.or.us/ to see the new format. 

Our November meeting will focus on housing and December on voting methods and election 
systems.  Please read more in this bulletin for additional information on these meetings. 

In an effort to increase participation, especially among members who work, several of our 
committees have changed their meeting time to evening hours.  Please consider joining one of 
these highly effective groups: Housing, Local Foods, Community Planning, Social Policy and 
Climate Change.   All levels of participation are welcomed.  Contact the committee chair for 
meeting times and locations. 

Don’t forget our annual fundraiser.  The fruit sale revenues support all of our local activities.  
You can order oranges, grapefruit or a mixed box.  If you can’t eat an entire box, consider 
splitting one with a friend or neighbor.  Some people order boxes to donate to a local food bank, 
helping two organizations with one purchase.   

I hope all of you have a lovely fall and thank you for your participation in the League! 

___________ 

Dues REMINDER 

Have you sent in your 2016-2017 League dues?  They are only $60 
for a single membership, $90 for household, and $30 for students.  

Your membership is important to the League, so use the form and envelope 
that came with your September bulletin or the coupon on the last page of this issue.  

Return your check and the filled out membership form to the address listed.  You may also 
join with PayPal on our website lwv.corvallis.or.us/.  Thanks to all of you who have renewed 
already—your timeliness is much appreciated!  

While you’re sending your dues, think about adding another donation check for LWV of 
Oregon or LWV US Education Fund.  These donations also help our League by lowering 
our per member payment (PMP) to those levels of the League.  (Note: These donations are 
tax-deductible, but your local dues are not.) 
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Community Planning:  VISION 2040 UPDATE 
The Imagine Corvallis 
2040 Steering Committee 
had approval of the final 
draft of the Corvallis 
2040 Vision Statement, 
on its October 20th 
agenda, so that it could 
be referred to Council 
for adoption on 
November 7th.  

As the public had not had an opportunity to review this 
final draft, League sent a memo to the City Council 
requesting that the timeline be extended so that members 
of the community would have a chance to discuss and 
comment on this document.  We also presented to the 
Steering Committee suggestions of how this might be 
accomplished.  

On October 18th, Mayor Biff Traber and Councilor Penny 
York came to League’s Board meeting to tell about all of 
the outreach they had already done and how important it 
was for the current Council to adopt the 2040 Vision 
Statement.  

With just enough Steering Committee members present for 
a quorum at its October 20th meeting, most of those 
attending agreed that, before it was adopted, there should 
be an opportunity for people in the community to both 
react to the final draft and to learn about the next steps in 
the process of creating the 2040 Vision and Action Plan. 
An online activity and a public gathering were suggested 
while the date for Council adoption would possibly remain 
November 7th. 

Now that the Vision is completed, the City is seeking input 
on the Community Action Plan. You are invited to look at 
the ideas that have been suggested so far, and to say what 
you think.  What are your favorites?  What don’t you like?  
What other ideas do you have?  Visit the web page at 
www.corvallisoregon.gov/visiongoal or contact Sarah 
Johnson, Imagine Corvallis 2040 Project Manager at 
sarah.johnson@corvallisoregon.gov or 541-766-6574.  

The next meeting of the Community Planning Committee 
will be Tuesday, 15 November at 7 PM.  To receive meeting 
notices, email Shelly at shellym@peak.org.         

                     – Shelly Murphy, Community Planning Chair 

___________ 

Voter Service Forums Filled with Voters and Candidates 
There was a full house and 
a fast pace for candidates’ 
statements and voters’ 
questions at LWV’s 
candidate forum Thursday, 
October 20th, co-sponsored 
by the City Club of 
Corvallis and Corvallis 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Candidates for contested 
seats shared their visions 
for the Corvallis City 
Council and Benton 
County Commission.   

Corvallis City Council Candidates, L-R: Roen Hogg, Charles Maughan, Neil Goudriaan, Hyatt 
Lytle, Joel Hirsch, Nancy Wyse, Carl Price, and Mark A. Page.  

 
 
Benton County Commission Candidates, Position 3 
Timothy Dehne and Annabelle Jaramillo  
 

Thanks to Judy Ball for these photos 
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Climate Change Action 
LWV of Oregon has written to legislative 
leaders, Governor Brown, and Angus Duncan, 
Oregon Global Warming Commission (OGWC) 

Chair to encourage action on Climate Change, including 
increasing funding of the OGWC.  “The League’s Climate 
position calls for the following recommendations to State of 
Oregon leadership: 

1) As a first step, Oregon’s Greenhouse Gas Emission 
(GHGE) Reduction Targets must be updated to reflect 
current science.  This includes how emission measurements 
are recorded/defined with special attention to the Agricultural 
and Forestry sectors.  Annual GHG emission target 
reductions, starting in 2016 need to be 7%- 8%. These 
percentages go up each year if goals are not accomplished.  

2) Oregon’s Climate Plan must be updated to ensure we do 
our part to move C02 ppm back to below 350 by 2100 and 
manage net GHG emissions so warming is maintained below a 
1.5C increase and returns to 1.0C increase by 2100. 

3) Oregon’s Climate Plans at every level of government (city, 
county and state) need to address both adaptation and 

mitigation, including prioritizing an economic and science-
based price on greenhouse gas emissions. 

4) Oregon’s Climate Plan must reflect a social policy to assure 
a just transition which addresses the needs of all communities, 
especially those challenged with equity issues” 

The League received Governor Brown’s response to our letter 
and a reply from Angus Duncan, who invited the League to 
meet and discuss next steps including how the League can 
assist OGWC with Climate policy.  

League is preparing for the 2017 Legislative Session:    
We have prioritized working with climate change coalition 
partners on legislation to:  
1) Update greenhouse gas emission (GHGE) reduction targets 
and GHGE pricing—most likely cap and invest, with 
environmental justice; 
2) Update Metropolitan Planning Organization targets on 
transportation; and 
3) Join a conversation about Oregon Building Energy 
Efficiency standards.  The Oregon Department of Consumer 
and Business Services is considering not updating building 
codes for six years, which will miss the 2020 energy reduction 
target.                       – Claudia Keith, Climate Change Chair 

                                 ___________

A Significant Step for the Earth: HFCs To Be Replaced 
KIGALI, Rwanda - Coral Davenport, New 
York Times, October 15, 2016  
Read the complete article on www.nytimes.com. 
Negotiators from more than 170 countries 

on Saturday reached a legally binding accord to counter 
climate change by cutting the worldwide use of a powerful 
planet-warming chemical used in air-conditioners and 
refrigerators.   

The talks in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, did not draw the 
same spotlight as the climate change accord forged in Paris last 
year. But the outcome could have an equal or even greater 
impact on efforts to slow the heating of the planet.   

While the Paris agreement included pledges by nearly every 
country to cut emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide from 
the fossil fuels that power vehicles, electric plants and 
factories, the new Kigali deal has a single target: chemical 
coolants called hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, used in air-
conditioners and refrigerators.  HFCs are just a small 
percentage of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, but they 
function as a sort of supercharged greenhouse gas, with 1,000 
times the heat-trapping potency of carbon dioxide. 

The Kigali deal was seven years in the making, and is a 
compromise between rich nations and poorer, hotter ones, 

including some where rising incomes are just starting to bring 
air-conditioners within reach. Wealthier nations will freeze 
production of HFCs more quickly than poorer countries, 
though some nations, including those in Africa, elected to 
phase the chemicals out more rapidly than required, citing the 
grave threats they face from climate change. 

While the Paris pledges are broad, they are also voluntary, 
often vague and dependent on the political will of future world 
leaders. In contrast, the Kigali deal includes specific targets 
and timetables to replace HFCs with more planet-friendly 
alternatives, trade sanctions to punish scofflaws, and an 
agreement by rich countries to help finance the transition of 
poor countries to the costlier replacement products. 

So, narrow as it is, the new accord may be more likely to yield 
climate-shielding actions by industry and governments, 
negotiators say. And given the heat-trapping power of HFCs, 
scientists say the Kigali accord will stave off an increase of 
atmospheric temperatures of nearly one degree Fahrenheit. 

 … Over all, the deal is expected to lead to the reduction of 
the equivalent of 70 billion tons of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere — about two times the carbon pollution 
produced annually by the entire world.
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LWV of Oregon and LWV of Corvallis Support These Ballot Measures 
The LWV of Oregon 
recommends a yes vote on 

these state-wide ballot measures: 
Ballot Measure 94 – Amends 
Constitution: Eliminates mandatory 
retirement age for state judges 
Ballot Measure 95 – Amends 
Constitution: Allows investments in 
equities by public universities to  

reduce financial risk and increase 
investments to benefit students 
Ballot Measure 97 – Increases 
corporate minimum tax when sales 
exceed $25 million; funds education, 
healthcare, senior services 

The LWV of Corvallis recommends 
a yes vote on these local ballot 
measures: 

City of Corvallis Measure 2-99 – 
Proposed annexation of the Lawndale 
site 
Benton County, Measure 2-100 – 
Amends County Charter to elect 
officials using ranked choice voting 
Corvallis School District 509J 
Measure 2-104 –Renewal of five-year 
local option levy for K-12 education   

___________

LWVOR VOTERS’ GUIDES Are Still Available 
Twelve hundred copies of the LWV of 
Oregon’s nonpartisan VOTERS’ GUIDE 
are being distributed around Benton 
County.  They contain voting information, 
as well as information on ballot measures 

and from the candidates.  Qualified candidates for state-wide 
offices were invited to respond to questions prepared by 

Oregon League members.  Their replies are printed as 
received, free of edits. 
Get your copy at the Public Library or on-line:  
www.lwvor.org/home/voteresource/ -- Click on OREGON 
VOTERS’ GUIDE GENERAL ELECTION 2016.  Versions 
in Spanish, large print, audio, and screen reader are posted at 
the website above with additional voting information.

___________

Buy Local, Buy in Bulk 
Sunday, November 6, Noon – 3:00 PM, Guerber Hall, Benton County Fairgrounds 

Fill Your Pantry is a one-day local food bulk buying event.  Fifteen local food producers will sell bulk quantities 
of storage and staple products.  Fill your pantry with delicious, sustainably produced local foods: oats, wheat, rye, 

polenta, dried beans, winter squash, potatoes, onions, shallots, quince, apples, honey, frozen lamb, chicken, rabbit, and more.   
Fill Your Pantry Corvallis is now in its seventh year.  Started as a way to showcase the ability to grow staples in the Willamette 
Valley, it has grown to include a larger variety of foods.  This event is a great opportunity for producers to make significant 
income before the winter months.  It’s sponsored by Ten Rivers Food Web. 
There are two ways to purchase products: 1) Preorder your products online and pick up from each vendor on event day. 
*Recommended for best availability, 2) Shop on event day and pay by credit card, Paypal, Dwolla, or SNAP Benefit.  If you have 
questions email fillyourpantrycorvallis@gmail.com.   

___________

Benton County Looks Ahead: 2040 Thriving Communities Initiative  
Benton County is conducting public 
engagement events and opportunities to get 
citizens’ thoughts and perspectives on how 

our communities will plan for the future.  Visit 
www.Benton2040.com to share your views & sign up for its 
newsletter. 

The Benton County 2040 Thriving Communities Initiative is a 
community-driven exploration of what we like about where we 
live, and how we want our community to be like in the future.  
Key to the initiative is the 2040 Thriving Communities Council 
that is leading the effort. The 2040 Council is a group of 

individuals representing a variety of interests, including the 
farming and logging industries, OSU, regional development, 
municipalities, the private sector, and community 
organizations. 

To share your vision of Benton County from now and the near 
future, visit www.Benton2040.com and complete the brief 
survey.  Sign up to receive updates and information from 
similar initiatives throughout Benton County.  For more 
information, contact: Sean McGuire, 2040 Thriving 
Communities Initiative, www.co.benton.or.us/2040, 541-
766-0152.
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        LWV Calendar 
   
 November 
Tue    8 Election Day – Deposit ballots by 8 PM 
Tue   15 Board Meeting, 12:30-2:30 PM  

 Fruit Fundraiser ends 

Wed  16 General Meeting: Housing 7 PM, Library  

    December 
   Fruit Delivered, December 1-10 
Tue  13 General Meeting: Election Laws 7 PM, Library 

Thu  15 Consensus Meetings: Election Laws Noon, 7 PM 

 Bill of Rights Day 

Tue   20 Board Meeting, 12:30-2:30 PM  

      January 

Mon   9     Carrie Chapman Catt’s Birthday 

Tue   10     LWVOR Legislative Process Day, Salem 

   TBA         Soup dinner/Program planning meeting 

Tue   17     Board meeting, 12:30-2:30 PM 

 

League of Women Voters of Corvallis 
P.O.	Box	1679	
Corvallis,	OR	97339-1679	
	541-753-6036	-	www.lwv.corvallis.or.us	

	
 

What’s Up With  
Corvallis Housing? 
Find out November 16, 7 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Facebook – 
LWVCorvallis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Join the League! 
Name  ______________________________________ 

Address  City, Zip+4 digits  ______________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email   ______________________________________ 
____ $60 individual membership   ____ $90 household 

____ $30 student   ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 
____  Dues assistance information to help you join the 
League of Women Voters  
I would like to be considered:  

   Active ____      Inactive Member / Supporter ____ 

I first joined the League in ____ (year) ____________ 
(place). 

What special skills/talents/interests can you share with 
League?  _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
LWV’s membership year begins October 1.  

Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible BUT contributions to 
LWVOR or the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, 
are deductible. 


