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The League of Women
Voters
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a nonpartisan political
organization –
encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government,
works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues and
influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.

Election Forum
Wednesday, January 13, 7-9 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library – Meeting Room

Learn The Facts about Measures 66 & 67 from:
• Katherine Cleland, President of Cleland Marketing
• Sara Gelser, Representative, House District 16, Oregon State Legislature
• Annabelle Jaramillo, Benton County Board of Commissioners
• Jock Mills, Oregon State University Director of Government Relations
• Anne Schuster, Chair, 509J School District Board
Tony Van Vliet, former State Representative will be our moderator.
Because our state has been in an economic recession, state revenues have declined.
During the 2009 Legislative session, our legislators cut $2 billion from the budget.
They also passed two bills that would raise taxes in order to provide needed services
to our state. They picked two areas of increased taxation that would affect the fewest
Oregonians. However, some citizens of the state objected and secured enough
signatures on a referendum petition to place these bills on our ballot.
Tuesday, January 26th Oregonians will be voting on two tax measures: Ballot
Measures 66 and 67. Measure 66 deals with a personal income tax increase on
persons making over $250,000. Measure 67 deals with corporate tax increases that
will make business taxes in Oregon the FIFTH lowest in the nation.
Come and learn the facts about where tax dollars are used, what services might be
affected, and why the League of Women Voters of Oregon advocates for a YES
vote. Become an advocate for these measures and help get out the YES vote.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports these measures, based on our Fiscal
Policy position (see page 4), developed through years of study and member consensus.
The League of Women Voters believes that democracy can work only when voters
are able to base their decisions on facts and full information.
__________________________________________

Local Food Study: Consensus Meetings
Tuesday, January 19

7-9 PM, Ruth Gallagher’s 124 NW 7th St. #412, 754-3112

Thursday, January 21 10 AM -12 Noon, Patty McClintock’s 2826 NW Monterey Pl.
(Note: new address) 752-5435
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills
At last May’s LWVC Annual Meeting, I emphasized the
importance of taking action in support of those issues and
programs that create stronger, more vibrant communities. If
there were ever a time for League members to move into
action, this is it!
“Yes” votes on Measures 66 and 67 are absolutely critical
to the future health of our state and our communities. If
these measures fail, there will be major impacts on the state’s vital services, including
education, health care, and public safety. For example, in Corvallis alone, we will be
forced to choose between 45 fewer teachers or 17 fewer days of school – or some
combination of the two. OSU could lose as much as $15,000,000 in state support.
Since Measures 66 and 67 call for fair and reasonable increases in corporate taxes and
some individual taxes, Oregon voters are likely to support these measures – but only
if they are informed! Basically, these two measures protect funding by raising the $10
corporate minimum income tax (for the first time since 1931) and raising the
marginal tax rate on household income above $250,000. More than 97 percent of
Oregon taxpayers will not see an increase in their taxes.
Voters will begin receiving their ballots on January 9, so we have very little time to
act. In Corvallis, those working on the “Yes on 66 & 67” campaign have organized
several opportunities for action:
• Make calls at a phone bank – January 7, 14, & 21 (5-8:30 PM)
• Canvas neighborhoods (distribute doorhangers) – January 9 & 18 (9 AM)
• Post a yard sign in front of your house (Visible spots requested)
• Write a letter to the editor of the G-T
Please contact Corvallis School Board Chair Anne Schuster (schustea@peak.org or
929-5292) to sign up for any of the above actions. And be sure to attend the League’s
“Yes on 66 & 67” Forum on January 13th at the public library. Our Governance
Chair, Paula Krane, has put together an outstanding panel of speakers, each of whom
will talk about what these measures mean to the organizations they represent. Be sure
to bring your family members, friends, and neighbors.
Two other dates to put on your January calendar are our Local Food consensus meetings on January 19, 7-9 PM and January 21, 10 AM-12 NOON. Please take
time to read the everymember material and consensus questions that are included in
this bulletin, and come prepared to engage in lively discussion about a topic of vital
importance. I hope to be seeing you all soon!
_____________________________________

Thanks to Kate and All Her Helpers!
Our League relies heavily on fundraising in order to provide
the financial support for our many programs. We owe a big
“thank you” to Kate Mathews for heading up this year’s
grapefruit fundraiser once again, to Louise Marquering for sending out the initial
mailing, and to all who helped unload boxes, make phone calls, and deliver grapefruit
to our expectant and happy customers. We really appreciate all the time and effort
you contributed to the success of this important and popular fundraising activity.
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This bulletin is the
newsletter of the
League of Women Voters
of Corvallis and is
produced 10 times a year.
If you have suggestions,
comments, submissions, or
story ideas for the Bulletin,
e-mail Louise Marquering:
lwvclouise@AOL.com.
We welcome your input.
Submissions must be
received no later than the
15th of the month.
Members subscribe
through their dues. League
membership is open to
men and women of all
ages.
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About this Election
This is a vote-by-mail election. To vote,
you must be registered, with your current
party affiliation, by January 5.
Persons who have moved since the last
election must update their registration information so
that they will receive a ballot at the new address. After
January 5, they should contact the County Clerk’s office
with the new address information.
Ballots will be mailed to every registered voter starting
January 8 and should all be in voters’ hands by January
12. If you do not receive a ballot by that date, call the
local elections office.

January 2010

Important Dates
January 5
Last day for new voters to register
January 8-10 Ballots mailed to voters
January 26
ELECTION DAY
Completed ballots must be received either at an
elections office or an official drop box site by 8 PM on
January 26, 2010. POSTMARKS ON THAT DATE
WILL NOT QUALIFY THE BALLOT.
In this election there are two state ballot measures.
Measures 66 and 67 are referenda passed by the 2009
Legislature amending corporate and individual tax rates.
The measures are on the ballot as a result of citizen
petitions.

Coalition Sets Dates for Two Key Community Sustainability Events
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis is a
member of the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition,
a network of nearly 150 organizations in Corvallis and
Benton County working together to create a sustainable
community. The Coalition includes non-profits,
businesses, government agencies, educational
institutions, and faith-based organizations. League
members are invited and encouraged to participate in
the following upcoming events:

Sustainability Coalition Annual Meeting
Friday, January 8, 12 NOON–1:30 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
The Coalition’s annual meeting is an opportunity for
partners and action teams to find out more about the
Coalition’s activities and to offer guidance to the Steering Committee on the Coalition’s direction for 2010.
If the Quarterly Gatherings of the past year are any
indicator, you may expect the January 8th event to be
alive with ideas, energy, and the enthusiastic
participation of the Coalition’s partners and action
teams. (This event is also open to the public.)
Following introductions of the Coalition’s newly-elected
Steering Committee, partner representatives, and action
team and committee members, there will be an overview
of last year’s accomplishments and a look at 2010 plans.
The Coalition’s action teams have many exciting
projects under way and new committees that are hard at
work to support them, so this will be a good time to
find out what’s happening and to give your input.

Community Sustainability Fair & Town Hall
Thursday, March 11, 5:30 PM–9 PM
CH2M Hill Alumni Center – OSU, 725 SW 26th
When the “Community Sustainability Action Plan” was
completed in December 2008, the Coalition Steering
Committee wanted to ensure that it would be a
framework for action. An important part of that
commitment is the sponsorship of an annual town hall
meeting that will give the Corvallis community an
opportunity to assess how we’re doing as a community
in our efforts to become more sustainable.
The March 11th event will focus on the sustainability
efforts of the whole community. It will begin with a
Sustainability Fair that will feature Coalition partner
organizations and give them an opportunity to tell
participants about their activities and engage them in
projects.
During the Town Hall Meeting portion of the evening,
attendees will gather in the ballroom to be part of a
community conversation about how we’re doing and
what else needs to happen to accelerate our efforts to
become a thriving, sustainable city and county. Event
organizers are planning a highly interactive event that
will include food, entertainment, and plenty of opportunities to visit with old friends and meet new ones.
On-line pre-registration opens in mid-January. The
Alumni Center Ballroom holds just under 500 people,
so you are encouraged to sign up early.
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Position of League of Women Voters of Oregon

Fiscal Policy—Tax System

A. Evaluating Taxes. The League of Women Voters
of Oregon believes any tax proposal should be
evaluated with regard to its effect on the entire
tax structure. The League supports the following criteria
for evaluating taxes and tax systems.
1. A tax system that is based on ability to pay, but that
applies a benefits-received principle wherever reasonable and that recognizes the role of social expediency;
2. A tax system that is equitable, adequate, stable,
easy to administer and as simple as possible;
3. A tax system that takes into account the taxes levied by
all levels of government covering the same tax base;
4. A tax system that is flexible enough to adjust to
social and economic changes (e.g., population
shifts, development of new industry, demands for
more services and changes in business cycles);
5. A tax system that recognizes the individual’s
responsibility for government services by
providing for broad sharing of the tax burden.
B. Fiscal Responsibility
1. The League of Women Voters believes local
government should have primary responsibility for
financing non-school local government. Local
services mandated by the state should have state
funding.
2. A tax limitation is justified if it provides
safeguards in the regulation of state and local
services and economy. A limitation is not
desirable if it prevents provision of services,
disrupts government functioning, inhibits
progress or results in loss of local control.
3. We believe economy should be achieved by
efficiency and responsible administration. If cuts are
necessary, preference should be given to cuts based
on an established priority of services so that least
essential services are reduced or eliminated first.
C. Income Tax. The League of Women Voters of
Oregon supports the income tax as the most
equitable means of providing state revenue. The
income tax should be progressive, compatible with federal law and
should apply to the broadest possible segment of Oregonians.
D. Sales Tax. The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports the adoption of a sales tax provided:
1. The rate cannot be increased without approval of the
voters;
2. Regressivity is reduced through:
a. a tax credit or rebate and
b. exemptions for items such as food, rent and utilities.
E. Property Tax. The League of Women Voters of
Oregon supports the use of the local property tax

for partially financing local government and local
services. Exemptions to the General Property
Tax. The League of Women Voters of Oregon believes:
1. Social values justify:
a. exemptions to charitable, educational and
benevolent organizations;
b. exemptions to fraternal organizations only to
the extent of actual charity performed;
c. partial exemption of church property with fees
to be paid for local government services directly
benefiting the property, such as police and fire
protection.
2. Exemptions designed to create a favorable climate
for attracting new industry should be competitive
with those of other states.
3. Economic values justify tax deferral and special
assessment at less than real market value on
farmlands and forest lands.
4. Eligibility for an exemption should require:
a. a verified statement of the taxpayer;
b. proof of income from all individuals seeking an
exemption on their homestead – if eligibility for
the exemption is based on income.
5. Exemption laws should be periodically reexamined
to determine whether they are justified.
6. Exemption of some classes of personal property is
justified if a tax on them would be too difficult or
costly to administer.
F. School District Financing. The League of
Women Voters of Oregon believes:
1. The major portion of the cost of public schools
should be borne by the state.
a. The state should provide sufficient funds to
give each child an equal, adequate education.
b. All specifically state mandated programs should
be financed by the state.
2. Local districts should be allowed funding
alternatives to provide educational programs.
3. Apart from state mandates, local control of the
educational programs should be maintained.
4. A stable state system for financing public schools
is crucial for long range planning.
G. Emergency Clause. The League of Women Voters
of Oregon supports removing the emergency
clause restriction on revenue measures. The
importance of such measures warrants:
1. Either more support than a simple majority; or
2. More signatures than currently required on a
petition to refer.
Adopted 1965-66, 1973; Revised 1971, 1973, 1979, 1984, 1992, 1993, 1999;
Educational Update 1999; Updated for background information only, no position change.
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League Book Club — The People of the Book, by Geraldine Brooks
Monday, January 11, 2:30 PM Old World Deli, 341 SW 2nd (2nd & Adams)
LWV readers will meet at the Old World Deli to talk about The People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.
Brooks, a Pulitzer Prize winner for March (a previous LWV book club selection) was inspired by the real Sarajevo
Haggadah, a small tome that has been saved from destruction three times—twice by Muslims, once by a Roman
Catholic priest. Her imaginative recreation of the book’s history has been termed a love story, a mystery and a history
lesson.
Join us—this time we meet in town, in case of possible inclement January weather. We’ll discuss the book, its
characters and plot … and much more!
Upcoming Book Selections: February 8 The Elegance of the Hedgehog - Muriel Barbery
March 8
Revolutionary Road - Richard Yates
April 12
The Cunning Man - Robertson Davies
__________________________________________

More New Faces in League
Barbara Ashman and Janet Lincoln recently joined the League of Women Voters of Corvallis and
Richard Miller has changed from national to local membership.
Barbara, Janet and Richard join Janet Wolf-Eshe, Jim Ingle, Carla Rosenlicht Zingarelli, Anne
Harding, Bob Scott, and Dean Codo, bringing the total of new members this year to nine.
We welcome them all to League and look forward to seeing them at upcoming League events.
— Shelly Murphy, Membership Director
__________________________________________

“Get Well” wishes to Diana Carsten,

Newsletter Survey Response

our Local Food Study Committee Chair, who
recently had two falls that caused concussions.
She’s in for a long recovery in the months
ahead. Our thoughts are with Diana and her family.

Last spring at the LWV Corvallis Annual Meeting, the
budget committee recommended that we consider
sending our monthly newsletter electronically to
conserve resources. This fall, we asked members to fill
out a survey when they sent in their dues to see if an
electronic bulletin would be acceptable. Here are the
results of the survey:
• Of the 114 renewals received, 46 members
responded to the survey.
• 19 members said they preferred to receive the
monthly newsletter electronically.
• 14 said they would NOT read the newsletter if it
were delivered electronically.
• 13 indicated that they would read the newsletter if
it came via email, but preferred a hard copy.
Although the local Board has not yet reviewed this
information, it appears that we will continue to mail
hard copies of the bulletin as long as our fundraising is
successful and we have the resources to do so.
Shelly Murphy, Membership Director

Diana fell a few weeks ago and had injuries to both her
arms. In early December she fell again and suffered
severe head injuries. According to her husband, Diana’s
improvement is remarkable—some would say
miraculous. In the first 24 hours she was in a coma and
not expected to live more than 3 days. In a most
dramatic and unexpected improvement she regained
consciousness 25 hours after the fall. Since then, there
has been steady improvement. Diana now remembers
people’s names and who they are, and she is able to
read magazines for 20-30 minutes at a time. She would
enjoy having visitors at Corvallis Manor, where she is
recovering and receiving therapy.
Diana has been chair of our Local Food Study Committee. Our consensus meetings in January will go forward, even without Diana’s leadership. We appreciate her
dedication to LWV and wish her the best in her recovery!
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Name ______________________________________
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City, Zip+4 digits ____________________________
Phone ______________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________
____ $55 individual membership
____ $82.50 household membership
____ $27.50 student membership
____ Contribution*
____ I’m a new member! Please call.
____ I’m renewing my membership.
I first joined the League in _________ (year).
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.
Please call me.
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and women of all
ages. The membership year begins in October. Please make checks
payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the
LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

Tu 5 Board Meeting 11:30 AM
Mo 11 League Book Club
We 13 Election Forum 7-9 PM
Th 14 Water Committee, 2 PM
Tu 19 Local Food consensus 7-9 PM
Th 21 Local Food consensus 10 AM- NOON
Tu 26 Special Election Day
26 Community Planning mtg. TBA
February 2010
Tu

2 Board Meeting 11:30 AM- 1:30 PM

Tu

9 League Birthday Party, 7-9 PM
Film: Iron Jawed Angels

Su

14 Birthdays!
LWVUS 90 years, Oregon 151 years

