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The League of Women Vot-
ers, a nonpartisan political 
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the informed and active par-
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understanding of major pub-
lic policy issues and influ-
ences public policy through 
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GOOD STEWARDS OF THE PLANET: 
Local Businesses Moving toward Sustainability 

 
Thursday, November 6, 2008 
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Maureen Beezhold,  

Oregon Natural Step Network 
   John Huyck, Bombs Away Café  
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President’s Column                            Annette Mills 

 October was an especially busy – 
and important – month for League.  
In addition to sponsoring three (3!) 
Voters Service Forums, we distrib-
uted thousands of Voters Guides, 
educated many groups through our 
Speakers Bureau, and helped sup-
port the Mock Elections at middle 
and high schools in our area.   
Many thanks to all of the candi-
dates who participated in the fo-
rums, as well as to audience mem-
bers for their thought-
ful questions.  Peggy 
Lynch, Linda Modrell, 
and Paula Krane each 
did a superb job as 
our moderators.  I am 
very grateful to Pat 
Bishop, Kate 
Mathews, and Paula 
Krane, who served as 
the lead organizers for 
our Voters Service Forums, as well 
as to Past President Barbara Ross, 
who helped oversee these events.  
Thanks to the efforts of Public Re-
lations Chair Leah Bolger, we had 
good advanced publicity, and our 
Membership Chair Shelly Murphy 
saw to it that membership materials 
were available at all three events.  
And, as always, our Events Coordi-
nators, Doris Waring and Laura 
Evenson, took care of the “nuts and 
bolts” that made everything come 
together. 
With election season nearly behind 
us, we look ahead to two special 
programs in November.  On No-
vember 6, our League will host a 

panel discussion featuring repre-
sentatives from the business com-
munity who are leading the way to 
a sustainable future.  We will hear 
about the work of the Oregon Natu-
ral Step Network that led to their 
selection as the first “Good Steward 
of the Planet” award at last Janu-
ary’s “Celebrate Corvallis” cere-
mony.  As runners-up for this im-
portant recognition, Bombs Away 
Café and First Alternative Co-op 
will also be featured.  Come and 

learn more about the 
day-to-day practices 
that are transforming 
these local businesses. 
Then, on November 18, 
be sure to join us for an 
important program on 
Election Methods.  What 
do you know about in-
stant runoff voting, fu-

sion voting, and the National Popu-
lar Vote?  These are just a few of 
the topics covered in the LWVOR 
study, “Election Methods: Review 
of Alternatives and Oregon Propos-
als,” that you should have received 
via mail in October.  David Bernell, 
Assistant Professor of Political Sci-
ence at OSU, will help us navigate 
the intriguing landscape of Election 
Methods.  This is especially critical 
information since we will be grap-
pling with consensus questions in 
January.    
Please put both of these meetings 
on your calendar, and plan to bring 
someone you know who may be 
interested in joining the League.  
You just need to ask! 
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LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS 
SUPPORTS, OP-
POSES TEN BAL-
LOT MEASURES 

The League of Women Voters 
of Oregon announces its rec-
ommendations on ten state-
wide ballot measures.  The 
League, a respected nonparti-
san political organization, 
does not support or oppose 
candidates, but it does take 
stands on selected issues, 
including ballot meas-
ures.  These stands are 
based on our positions that 
have been developed through 
in-depth study and member 
agreement. 
“The League has a careful 
process for evaluating ballot 
measures, and we believe it 
is important for the public to 
know where we stand.  The 
passage or defeat of ballot 
measures can significantly 
impact civil liberties, the pub-
lic welfare, public safety and 
taxes.   
The League supports a “Yes” 
vote on the following ballot 
measures:  Measures 54, 55, 
56, 57. 
The League supports a “No” 
vote on the following ballot 
measures:  Measures 58, 59, 
61, 62, 63, and  64.  
A more detailed explanation 
of the League’s ballot meas-
ure recommendations can be 
found at www.lwvor.org. 
   Election Ballots are Due November 4th 

Ballots must be received at an official drop-off site by 8:00 PM on Tues-
day, November 4th 
Voter’s Guide available http://www.vote411.org/ and 
www.VoteSource.org 



Evanite Testimony 

GOOD STEWARDS OF THE PLANET  
November 6 

Land Use—Annette Mills presented 
testimony for the League to the 
Planning Commission on the two 
Evanite hearings upon recommen-
dation of the Land Use Committee. 
League testimony argued against 
the Land Development Code Text 
amendment changes requested by 
Evanite in return for offering an 
easement for the trail. Annette 
handed in testimony against the 
proposed Evanite trail 
alignment prior to the ex-
tended deadline. The 
complicated issues at 
both hearings were de-
cided in favor of 
League's testimony. Both 
hearings are appealed 
and will go before the 
City Council on Novem-
ber 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
For more information, go to 
Marilyn's new website: corval-
liswatch.org. The website is de-
voted almost entirely to Evanite. To 
get to it you must type http://
www.corvalliswatch.org into the ad-
dress line. Google doesn't see the 
website yet. The website features 
land use issues in Corvallis. 
The third item of the Blog page of 

the website lists conditions of Plan-
ning Commission approval of the 
new trail alignment with an 82-foot 
right of way instead of 32 feet, and 
a slope of no more than 6% along 
with two pages of other modifica-
tions. Also listed are the findings for 
denial of the Land Development 
Code Text Amendment requests. 
These were for the 32-foot building 
setback and the removal of the Wil-

lamette River Greenway 
Conditional Use Hearing 
area beyond 200 feet of 
the ordinary low water 
line. The findings for 
these denials are three 
pages long.  
Other corvalliswatch 
pages show information 
about the DEQ permits, 

DEQ letters, how to give testimony, 
and the pros and cons of the trail 
alignment and Evanite's requests.  
The Land Use committee is cur-
rently working on changes to the 
Land Development Code that will 
come before the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council before the 
end of the year. 
Marilyn Koenitzer -754-0656 
Land Use Director 

more sustainable 
directions – meet-

ing ex-
isting 
needs 
without 
compro-
mising 
the abil-
ity of 

future generations 
to meet their own 
needs. 

Each year, the Corvallis 
Benton Chamber Coalition 
sponsors “Celebrate Cor-
vallis” to recognize citizens 
and businesses for their 
outstanding achievement 
in business and in the 
community.  A new award 
– “Good Steward of the 
Planet” – was established 
last year to honor a local 
business that has made a 
significant contribution to 

improving the environ-
mental health of Benton 
County.  
On Thursday eve-
ning, November 6, 
the League will 
host a special pro-
gram featuring the 
winner and run-
ners-up of this new 
award.  Come and find out 
how Corvallis area busi-
nesses are moving in new, 

 

Page 3 League of Women Voters of Corvallis 

Look at your bulletin 
label. An orange dot 
means you have not 
yet paid your 2008-09 
membership dues. 
Your membership is 
important to the 
League. Dues are $52 
for an individual 
membership, and $78 
for a household. You 
may use the envelope 
you received with your 
September bulletin or 
clip out the 
membership coupon on 
the last page of this 
issue. 

Thank you in advance 
for helping keep the 
LWV Corvallis strong.    
Shelly Murphy, 
Membership Director 

Dues 

The League sends 
heartfelt sympathy to 

League member Kathe-
rine Merriam on the 

death of her husband, a 
longtime League sup-
porter and  member, 
Larry Merriam last 

month 
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Good Reading 

“Oregon’s elections are widely 
considered to be effectively 
managed with a voter turnout 
that is typically among the high-
est in the nation,  In recent 
years, however, proposals for 
changes in Oregon’s election 
methods have been made …For 
example, Oregon voters will see 
on the November 2008 ballot an 
open/top two primary proposal 
that changes how general elec-
tion candidates are selected…
Obviously Oregon voters will de-
cide on this primary reform ques-
tion, but that it is being raised is 
an indication that a thoughtful 
discussion of election method 
alternatives would benefit 
League members.”  From 
LWVOR’s Election Methods: Re-
view of Alternatives and Oregon 
Proposals…  The November 18th 
general meeting will begin this 
discussion.  David Bernell, As-
sistant Professor of the OSU Po-
litical Sci-
ence De-
partment 
will talk 
about 
some of 
the alterna-
tive elec-
tion methods – help us all under-
stand what the changes are and 
how they might effect how we 
vote.  In January there will be 
consensus meeting on two re-
lated topics - the LWVOR Elec-
tion Methods study and the 
LWVUS National Popular Vote 
Study.  The LWVOR everymem-
ber material was mailed to all 
League members in September 
and if you have not received 
your copy, please contact Paula 

League mem-
bers passed 
unanimously a 
local food 
study at last 
spring’s an-
nual meeting. 
This month’s 
book, Michael 

Pollan’s The Ominvore’s Dilemma, 
is a good read for those interested 
in the topic – whether you are a lo-
covore, slow food aficionado or just 
a lover of good food. Pollan ex-
plores three very different ways of 
producing food in the US: factory 
farms, sustainable farms and forag-
ing. (He followed this book with an-
other: In Defense of Food, in which 
he provides more practical recom-
mendations for a more sustainable, 
healthy food future.) Join us Mon-
day, November 10th at 2:30 PM at 
Ruth Gallagher’s apartment build-
ing, right across the street from the 
public library for the discussion. For 
complete directions, contact Ruth, 
754-3112  ruthg@cmug.com.  As 
always, discussions are open to all 
League members. 
Upcoming books and dates: 
December 8: Fourth Uncle in the 
Mountain, Marjorie Pivar and 
Quang Van Nguyen 
January 12: Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle, Barbara Kingsolver 
February 9: Musicophilia: Tales of 
Music and the Brain, Oliver Sachs 
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So far the Local Food Policy 
study has studied the many ini-
tiatives being pursued within 
the City of Corvallis.  Linn-
Benton Foodshare, Mary's 
River Gleaners, South Corvallis 
Food Bank and other groups 
are doing very impressive and 
efficient 
work feed-
ing the less 
affluent in 
our commu-
nity.  These 
groups are 
happy to access fresh local 
food as available. The number 
of community gardens is in-
creasing and the Hispanic com-
munity in particular would ap-
preciate more sites, well lo-
cated. 
In 2007 USDA mandated Well-
ness Committees in each 
school district and our Wellness 
Committee is improving diet in 
a number of ways.  All cafete-
rias now have salad bars and 
they are nearest to the entry 
point.  SYSCO provides the 
school food but the food service 
director has a local 'vegetable 
of the month'. 
Eleen Baumann has provided 
us with some thought-provoking 
information on food purchasing 
habits.  As of 2005 51% of food 
dollars were spent at home, 
49% away from home, one sus-
pects much of this routinely at 
fast food outlets.  While sales of 
organic food have been grow-
ing, in 2005 they were only 
2.5% of the total.  And only 7% 
of these sales were at Farmers' 
markets. 

Food Study  
Update Election Methods 

November 18 
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Welcome New Members 

LWVUS 2009 Open World Hosting Program 

So far this fall, we are happy to 
welcome fifteen 
new members, 
one transfer, 
and two return-
ing members to 
the LWV Corval-
lis. Our brand 
new members 
are Eleanor Bis-
sell, Lisa and Dan Brown, Lisa 
Egan, Camille and Michael 
Freitag, Sylvia Harvey, Anna-
belle Jaramillo, Donna Joiner, 
Marilyn Kirsch, Sarah Marshall, 
Jeanne Raymond, Shelly 
Spiller, Wendy Tegan, and Rory 
VanGarde. Jean Kliewer and 
Susan Watson have rejoined, 
and Barbara Regan comes to 

us from the Medford League.  
We appreciate your 
membership and hope 
you will find belonging 
to the League reward-
ing. New member 
packets are being dis-
tributed by the Mem-
bership Committee. If 

you are a new member and 
haven’t yet received your 
packet, please contact Mem-
bership Director Shelly at 
754-1184. 
Any member who would like 
an electronic copy of an up-
dated membership list can 
request one by emailing shel-
lym@peak.org. 

The Corvallis League is considering participation in 
the national League’s Civic Hosting Program 
funded by the Open World Leadership Center.  
The LWVUS is applying to host visitors from former 
Soviet Republics. The themes of the visit are either 
accountable governance or civic 
rule of law. Each delegation of 6 
people (5 participants and 1 facilita-
tor fluent in English) will spend 
eight days in the United States.  
Local Leagues interested in hosting 
are asked to submit an application 
outlining a program for the visitors 
that will address the following 
goals: 
• Exchange views with influential 
representatives of state and local 
government, civic organizations, and the business 
community. 
• Participate in events that may lead to under-
standing of community organizations’ interaction 
with the government 
• Gain an understanding of the relationships 
among (1) the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches of government; (2) business and civic 

communities and government; and (3) individual 
citizens and government. 
They will also provide home-stays for the visitors. 
Leagues that have participated in this program in 
the past have reported that it has heightened 

their profile in the community. For 
more information go to 
www.lwvor.org and select 
“Projects,” then “Global Democ-
racy,” then ‘International Pro-
grams.” 
LWV Corvallis has identified a 
facilitator for this project. How-
ever, since carrying out an eight-
day hosting program for six peo-
ple requires great effort and ex-
traordinary commitment not only 

by the facilitator but by local League members, 
we need to know if there is an interest among 
you in pursuing this project. Please contact 
Shelly Murphy either by phone -754-1184 – or 
email – shellym@peak.org if you think you might 
be interested in either organizing or hosting. If 
there is enough response, LWV Corvallis will pro-
ceed with its application. 
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What NOT to put in the recycling 
cart. Now that we have the huge 
recycling cart, 
more non-
recyclable ma-
terial is landing 
in the cart and 
causing prob-
lems.  
 
Do NOT put in plastic bags. They 
clog the machines. Save them and 
take them to your grocery store to 
recycle. 
 
Clear plastic "clam-shells" contain-
ing take home salads, cakes, 
cookies, or other foods are NOT 
recyclable except at the Co-op.  
 
Questions? Contact 
 Louise Marquering—753-0012 

Recycling Tip 



Support your local league 
IT'S  GRAPEFRUIT  TIME  AGAIN! 

Our annual grapefruit fundraiser will be from October 
1 to November 15.  Funds raised are used to support 
our local programs. Our dues cover only national and 
state League assessments. 
PRICES THIS YEAR:  
 $20 WHOLE BOX* and $10 HALF BOX 
Order early (and often!) with the form below.  The fruit 
will be delivered in early December.  If you do not or-

der grapefruit, please consider a donation.  We make about 40% of the cost 
of a box.  *Rio Queen has raised the price again. 
_______________________________________________________ 
ORDER FORM 
NAME:__________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE:___________________________________________ 
E-MAIL:________________________________________________ 
No. of boxes                      Amount 
_____Full Box(es)  @$20 each   $_____________ 
_____Half Box      @$10 each   $_____________ 
                           Total__________ 
Send to: Kate Mathews 
             3336 SW Willamette 
             Corvallis   97333 
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LWV of Corvallis 
PO Box 1679 

Corvallis OR 97339-1679 
541-757-2276 

www.lwv.corvallis.or.us 
 

LWV Of Oregon 
1330 12th Street SE,  

Suite 200 
Salem OR 97302 

503-581-5722 
E-mail:lwvor@lwvor.org 

www.lwvor.org 
 

LWV of the United States 
1730 M Street NW,  

Suite 1000 
Washington DC 

 20036-4508 
202-429-1965 

FAX 202-429-0854 
www.lwv.org 

 
The bulletin is the 
newsletter of the League 
of Women Voters of 
Corvallis and is produced 
10 times a year. We 
welcome your comments, 
suggestions, story ideas 
and submissions.  Contact 
Paula Krane.  Submissions 
must be received no later 
than the Monday after the 
board meeting. Members 
subscribe through their 
dues.  Membership is open 
to men and women of all 
ages. 
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Make checks payable to:  
 LWV Corvallis 
Questions:  Kate at 754-1172  

The League of Women Voters of Cor-
vallis was well-represented at the 
Sustainability Fair and Town Hall 
Meeting on October 7.  Our League 
was one of 45 Sustainability Coalition 
partner organizations featured at the 
lively and well-attended fair, which 
took place at the CH2MHill Alumni 
Center.  Following the fair, over 400 
citizens filled the ballroom, using key-
pad polling (electronic voting) to reg-
ister their opinions regarding which of 
36 long-range sustainability goals 
should be worked on first by our com-
munity.  Many League members par-
ticipated in the prioritizing process. 
Town Hall participants were also 

asked to fill out a “Passport to Sus-
tainability” on which they listed ac-
tions they will take to help move Cor-
vallis toward sustainability.  They 
were also invited to join Action 
Teams, which will be launched this 
fall to begin work on the 300 actions 
that have been proposed for inclusion 
in the Community Sustainability Ac-
tion Plan.  The final plan will be pre-
sented to the community in Decem-
ber.  
To read the proposed goals, strate-
gies, and actions, go to 
www.sustainablecorvallis.org/
workgroupproposals. 

Community Sustainability Initiative Update 



Join The League 
Name  _________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________ 
City, Zip+ 4 digits  _________________________ 
Phone  __________________________________  
E-mail ___________________________________ 
 
____ $52 individual membership 
____ $78 household membership 
____ $26 student membership  
____ Contribution* 
____ I’m a new member!  Please call. 
____ I’m renewing my membership. 
____ I want to join but dues are prohibitive.  Contact us     
 about a scholarship. 
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.        
____ Please call. 
 
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and 
women of all ages.  
 

The membership year begins in October.  Please make 
checks payable to the LWV Corvallis and mail to: LWV 
Corvallis, Attn:  Membership, P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, 
OR  97339-1679. 
 

 Regular dues are not tax-deductible.  However, contri-
butions to the LWVOR or LWVUS* Education Fund, paid 
with a separate check, are deductible. 

*Preferred 

 

 
Dates  

To  

Remember 

November 4—Election Day 

November 6—Good Stewards of the Planet 

November 10—LWV Corvallis Book Club 

November 14—Board Meeting 

November 15—Last Day to Order Grapefruits 
November 18—Election Methods 

General Meeting 

November 20—LWVOR Legislative Process 
Workshop (Salem) 

Week of December 1—Delivery of Grapefruits  

December 8—LWV Corvallis Book Club 

December 9—Dinner and Program Planning 

December 12—Board Meeting 
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