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The League of Women Voters,  
a nonpartisan political 
organization – 

∗  encourages the informed 
and active participation of 
citizens in government,  

∗  works to increase 
understanding of major 
public policy issues and 

∗  influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy. 

 

 League of Women Voters 
of Corvallis  

Serving Benton County, Oregon                                      Summer 2012 

Starting Now: 
Children at Risk Study
At the 2011 LWV of Oregon biennial convention, 
members voted to adopt a 2011-2013 restudy of 
our Children at Risk position.  

Scope: A two year study to research the programs 
and services for at risk children of all ages and in all governmental agencies.  

The legislature is currently considering changes to the Oregon Commission on 
Children and Families and establishing a new state agency for prevention services for 
children under the education umbrella. The services could include child care, preschool 
education, health care, mental health, child welfare, family preservation, teenage pregnancy 
prevention, youth development, juvenile crime prevention and workforce training. 

Outlook for Work: A state League committee will gather information on statewide 
programs and services currently available for at risk children and send an educational 
update to local leagues.  

Locally, leagues will interview local providers and/or conduct an educational program. 
Local Leagues will provide feedback to the state committee. The state will draft questions 
for local leagues and draft a revised statewide position. The position will be expanded to 
services for children of all ages and all governmental programs. 

The state League’s Children at Risk Study group met at the LWVOR Council in May.  
It is now sending questionnaires and background information to local leagues.   

If you can help gather local data for this study, contact Karen Nibler at 
niblerk@comcast.net (541-752-8567) or Education chair, Victoria Martinez at 
vlmartinez31@comcast.net. 
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This bulletin is the newsletter 
of the League o f  Women 
Voters  o f  Corval l i s  and is 
produced 10 times a year.  

If you have suggestions, 
comments, submissions, or 
story ideas for the Bulletin, 
contact Louise Marquering or 
Beth Thoennes.  We welcome 
your input.  

Submissions must be 
received no later than the 15th 
of the month.  

Members subscribe through 
their dues. Membership is 
open to men and women of all 
ages. 

 
 

 

______________ 

 

Which Ward Are You In? 

City of Corvallis ward 
boundaries 

have been redrawn as a result of 
the 2010 U.S. Census.  Find your 

ward at: the City’s website: 
www.ci.corvallis.or.us, and 

click on the link  
to see the new ward maps. 
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President’s Corner – Kate Mathews 
Our year ended with the Annual Meeting, a lovely local food dinner 
arranged by Laura Lahm-Evenson and Louise Marquering.   

In the business meeting we passed our 2012-2013 budget, which 
included a small dues raise. It will now be $30 for students, $60 for a 
single membership, and $90 for household membership.  The LWVUS 
raised its Per Member Payment (PMP) and, while the state League did 

not, we have subsidized the actual cost for several years and felt we could not do that any longer.  
Dues finance our local League’s activities and our payments to state and national Leagues.   

At the meeting we were entertained with “Man on Board” by Norman Turrill, a LWVUS board 
member from Portland.  He told us his background, how he became involved in League and about 
being on the National Board.  (He was elected for a 3rd term at the 2012 LWVUS Convention.) 

I was a delegate to the LWVOR Council in May, where we elected off-year board members and set 
the budget for the coming year.  Secretary of State Kate Brown was our banquet speaker.  I was 
also a delegate, with Paula Krane, to the national League convention – see our reports on page 5. 

Our State Coastal Study materials will be out soon and we will prepare for consensus this fall.  We 
will need a committee to study this and present it to the League.  Please call me if you’re interested. 
We have a tentative calendar for the coming year—more information will be in the September 
Bulletin.  

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer and will be excited to work hard in the Fall on the 
election, advocating for our positions and participating in our studies.   

 

Community Planning Update 
Collaboration Corvallis Website Launched 

 The official website for the community-wide 
planning effort initiated by Oregon State University 
and the City of Corvallis to address issues related to 

traffic and parking, neighborhood planning and neighborhood livability has 
been launched. The website is: blogs.oregonstate.edu/collaboration/. 

 The website 
contains 
general 
information 
about the 

? 
Need Info About: 

League Events, City Council,  
Community Development, Schools,  

Benton County, Legislature,  
Congress, Elections, Voter Registration? 

http://www.lwv.corvallis.or.us 

It’s all there! 



Collaboration Corvallis project, and outlines its three focus areas. It serves as 
a conduit for distributing key project-related maps and documents, and 
provides the current list of upcoming meetings for each of the three work 
groups addressing parking and traffic, neighborhood planning, and 
neighborhood livability. A separate page has been created for each of the 
work groups. Visitors to the website can send an e-mail to each group 
through a link located at the bottom of each work group page. 

 The Collaboration Corvallis website and the websites for the City of 
Corvallis and Oregon State University will be cross-linked for ease of access.  
 Contact: Eric Adams, pm.corvallis.osu@gmail.com. 
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2012-13 LWV of Corvallis 

Board at Annual Meeting 
Victoria Martinez, Lois Marie Zaerr, Nancy Schary, Laura Lahm-Evenson, Beth Thoennes, Ann Brodie, Shelly Murphy, 
Annette Mills, Kate Mathews.   Not shown, Sara Ingle 

 
New On Board: Victoria Martinez 
As one of our new directors, Victoria Martinez will have 
the Education portfolio.  

She is a shamanic entrepreneur, educator, writer and artist. 
Victoria has a BA from Pomona College, MBA from 
UCLA, and Educational Administrative Licensure from 
the University of Oregon.  Her company, AnOvation 
Group LLC (www.anovationgroup.com), uses education, 
business-process design, and media production to craft 
stories for individuals and businesses.  Her company has a 
non-linear approach to mapping out objectives, realizing 
outcomes, and focusing on structured balance. 

An educator with over 25 years of experience, Victoria 
uses workshops and her blog platform, Woman Walk 
Softly (www.womanwalksoftly.com) to share the 13 
Feminine Truths of the Indigenous Americas.  She was a 

bilingual elementary teacher, a middle school mathematics 
teacher, an assistant principal and a principal.  Presently, 
she is an instructor in Graduate Education for Portland 
State University, teaching “Culture and Curriculum.”  

Victoria’s educational expertise is school improvement. In 
2007 she was awarded an Exceptional Commendation 
from the Oregon State Department of Education for her 
work with parents.  She has worked with the Carnegie 
Foundation, the California State Department of 
Education, UCLA, the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting and Scholastic Books in designing teachers’ 
professional development.  

Her writing advocates for inclusion of creative and 
divergent thought, and her workbook, The White Bear 
Medicine Wheel, helps individuals construct integrated, 
focused and meaningful narratives for their lives.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nancy William and Fran Mazzara in 1952 MG 

Save the Date 
September 18  

7 PM 

LEAGUE’S FALL 
KICK-OFF MEETING! 

As a visual artist she paints colorful abstract narratives using Indigenous American symbolism. 
_______________________ 

Membership Committee at Work 

LWV of Corvallis had tables at two recent events with good discussions about the 
League:       
May 11 – Spring Creek Project  Corvallis High School Theatre.  Doris and Dick 
Waring and Janet Wolf-Eshe had the League display table at a well-attended concert, 
“This Land is Our Land,” with singer-songwriter-activists Carrie Newcomer and Libby 
Roderick.   
May 16 – Oregon Women Vote  Majestic Theatre.  Kate Mathews and Janet Wolf-
Eshe had this display at the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in Oregon.    

Kate Mathews with 2010 photo display of our 90th anniversary celebration of women’s suffrage in the U.S. 

               _______________________ 

   Edible Front Yard Garden Tour  
           Thursday, July 19, 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
                     Meet at 504 NW 6th 

Take a look at what your neighbors are doing!  Join us 
for a guided walking tour of food-producing front yard gardens – simple to complex.  The 
tour is sponsored by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition.  Questions?  Call Annette Mills, 
541-230-1237 or email info@sustainablecorvallis.org.   
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Suffragettes at 1912 and 2012 Rose Festival Parades 

Suffragettes march in 1912 Rose Festival parade 

Members of the League of Women Voters of Oregon 
marched in the Portland Rose Festival’s Grand Floral 
Parade, June 9th, 2012.  They joined the Center For 
Women, Politics and Policy; the Oregon Commission for 
Women; and AAUW of Oregon in marching proudly 
together to remind us of what women and men went 
through to secure the rights and freedoms we enjoy today.  

The four women’s groups marched together to 
celebrate those who worked to achieve women’s suffrage 
in Oregon in 1912.  The crowd applauded as the women, 
dressed as suffragettes marched by, waved their signs, and 

cheered 
jubilantly.  
Secretary of 
State Kate 
Brown led the 
group in 
rousing 
cheers: “What do we want?  VOTES,” “When do we want 
them? NOW,” “Rock the Vote,” and “Vote by Mail!”  
Marching and carrying signs, the group sang a short song 
about voting.   



Sancha and Malissa Duniway, great granddaughters of 
Abigail Scott Duniway, rode in a vintage 1911 Model T.  
Fran Mazzara and Jim Gordon drove their vintage MG.  

The parade turnout, estimated at 400,000, was larger this 
year than last.  Former state League president Marge 
Easley said in a Facebook post, “What a gratifying 
experience to see the crowd’s reaction to our group!  We 
got lots of standing ovations, especially from the many 
women who understood the importance of what the 
suffragists accomplished.” 
Corvallis League Member Nancy William:  The Rose 
Parade was all that I anticipated!  Before participants enter 
the parade route, they walk or ride through the coliseum 
where at least 3000 peopleare seated in bleachers.  When 
we entered there was a roar from the crowd and applause 
that brought tears to our eyes.       

When a group of woman suffragists marched in the Rose 
Parade in June 1912, they won First Prize.  The Oregon 
Legislature had defeated the measure five times before the 
passage of the constitutional amendment known as the 
Oregon’s Equal Suffrage Proclamation on Nov. 30, 1912.  

Oregon became the seventh state in the United States to 
pass this type of legislation.   

A century later, about 40 of us marked 100 years of 
women’s right to vote in Oregon.  Altogether, we were on 
the 4.3 mile parade route for 2 hours.   

Abigail Scott Duniway (1834-1915), the first woman to 
register to vote in Oregon, was ill and unable to march in 
the Rose Parade in 1912.  Abigail died before the 19th 
Amendment was ratified in 1920. 

Some opportunities only happen once, and I have been 
anticipating this event for a couple months.  Surely, joining 
League of Women Voters, volunteering to participate, and 
making my outfit will be remembered as a highlight of 
2012.  My gratitude to all my predecessors knows no 
bounds.  It was thrilling to be a part of this historic 
celebration!   

My wish for the future is that women in the U.S. will vote, 
and that women everywhere can attain an active and equal 
voice in political affairs.”     — Nancy William 
 
Look for 2012 photos at:  
channel1491.smugmug.com/Category/Grand-Floral-Parade-
2102/23479189_TsH6NQ#!i=1897505391&k= 3GpWhkX 
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Suffrage Centennial Celebration 
The Majestic Theatre was full for “Oregon 
Women Vote: A Centennial Celebration.”   A 
packed audience provided energy and a 
festive air to an evening of drama, history, 
and appreciation.  Attendees aged 5 to 85 
honored Oregon suffragists, some in period 
costumes, others in shorts and T-shirts.  

Mistress of Ceremonies, Mayor Julie 
Manning, provided context, noting how far 
women have come in 100 years.  Actress-
historian Tames Alan charmed and 
educated us with “Soldiers in Petticoats:  The Struggles of 
the Suffragettes.”  With “Why Did It Take So Long?”  
President of the Benton County Historical Society and 
Museum JoAnne Trow, told Oregon’s suffrage story   

Local poet, playwright, teacher and actress 
Shelley Moon brought the evening to a zinging 
close as she performed Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I 
a Woman?” (pictured) 

Our “Gratitude Wall” – a bulletin board in the 
theater lobby – gave attendees the chance to post 
their gratitude for women who inspired and 
influenced them.  During the dessert reception 
more notes were added to the Gratitude Wall and 
attendees visited with the presenters.  

The League of Women Voters of Corvallis was 
the primary sponsor of “Oregon Women Vote,” 

thanks to a generous grant from the League’s Special 
Memorial Funds.  The event was co-sponsored by more 
than 30 local organizations, government bodies, woman-
owned businesses, and individual donors. 

LWVUS Convention, Washington, D.C. 
Paula Krane and Kate Mathews represented the League of Women Voters of Corvallis at the June 8-12 LWVUS Convention. 

The Convention theme was “Power the Vote” and 
League’s major emphasis this Fall will be on voting – 
registering voters, educating them, and getting out the 
vote.  The LWVUS is working especially in states where 
attempts are being made to disenfranchise voters.   

The Convention adopted two issues 
for emphasis: 
• An update of the LWVUS Agriculture 
position to include genetically modified 
food and more.  
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Join the League! 
Name  ______________________________________ 

Address  City, Zip+4 digits  _______________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________ 
____ $60 individual membership   ___ $90 household 
____ $30 student  ____ Renewal  ____ Contribution* 

  I would like to be considered:  
   Active Member ___  Inactive Member/Supporter ____ 
   

What special skills/talents/interests can you share with the League?         
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

   LWV’s membership year begins in October. 
Make checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:  

LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership  
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

* Regular dues are not tax-deductible, but contributions to the 
LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible. 
 

League Calendar 

 July 
Th    12 Health Care Forum, 7 PM 

 August  

Wed    1 Board Meeting, 10-NOON 

 September  

Wed    5 Board Meeting, 10- NOON 

Tue   18 Fall Kick-off meeting, 7 PM 
 

HappyHappy        

            !!   
             

Health Care Forum 
July 12, 6:30 PM 

What’s the Impact? 
What’s Ahead ... After 

the Supreme Court 
Decision? 

1st Presbyterian Church 
Dennis Hall 

 
 

• Campaign Finance Reform.   

It was not all business.  We saw a great performance by 
“The Capitol Steps,” a political satire group; and we 
attended a panel on “Advocacy To Defend Democracy,” 
which discussed campaign finance reform and voter 
protection. We saw the film “Patriotcracy” on civility in 
politics, which I purchased to show locally.   

Kathleen Hall Jamieson of the Annenberg School spoke 
on fact-checking election speeches and ads (flackcheck.org).  
There was a short address by U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder, then a panel on “How Do We Unite and Conquer,” 
with Eleanor Clift from Newsweek, Trevor Potter from 
Campaign Legal Center, and former congressman Mickey 
Edwards (R-OK)—wonderful but scary!  

The LWV has a position supporting universal health care, 
so when I saw that “The Healthcare Movie,” was for sale I 
purchased a copy in hopes that members might use it for 
house parties.  Contact me if you’re interested.            
                         – Kate Mathews 

The Elephant in the Room: Campaign 
Finance Reform 

What was this?  How did it become the unofficial theme of 

the LWVUS Convention this year?  Every speaker, 
including all the outside speakers, referenced and talked 
about this.  In every discussion this eventually became the 
focal point, the problem for which we need a solution 
before we can resolve any other issue facing our country. 

The League has long been in the forefront of Campaign 
Finance Reform (CFR). From everything we heard at 
convention the problem is the worst it has been in many 
years. The Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision 
allows third-party money to be used, so in 2012 we can 
expect the most expensive and nastiest campaign most of 
us have ever seen.  In Oregon we probably will miss most 
of the political ads that the rest of the country sees on TV.   

The discussion of all aspects of CFR was the overriding 
concern for everyone at convention.  Redistricting and 
gerrymandering was another area of concern.  Many states 
did a poor job of redistricting this past year, so because of 
third-party money and unfair redistricting, we will have a 
more unproductive and deadlocked Congress and the same 
situation in our state Legislatures.   

I’d like to thank our local League for the opportunity to 
attend this LWVUS Convention.            – Paula Krane

League of Women 
Voters of Corvallis 
P.O. Box 1679 
Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 
541-754-1172 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


