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Global Climate Change and
Its Impact on Oregon
Tuesday, October 13, 2009, 7-9 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
645 NW Monroe Avenue
Guest speaker: Dr. Jim Coakley, Professor of
Atmospheric Sciences, OSU

Today’s scientific consensus is that global climate change is
a reality and that, in many parts of the globe, change is
already occurring. The League of Women Voters of the U.S. has made global climate
change one of the League’s top national legislative priorities.
Dr. Jim Coakley, whose work at OSU’s College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences
focuses on climate change, will share forecasts for Oregon with us.
•
•
•

What is the most likely impact on Oregon from global climate change?
Will we see much of a change during our lifetime?
What can we as individuals and as a community do to change this forecast?

Join us for this important conversation, co-sponsored by the League of Women Voters
of Corvallis and the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library.
Don’t miss this important program!

____________________________
Travel Back to Vietnam with the League Book Club
Monday, October 12, 2:30 PM
New Morning Bakery, 219 SW 2nd Street
The Eaves of Heaven: A Life in Three Wars, by Andrew X. Pham
You are cordially invited to gather and discuss this memoir and history, which has been
called both luminous and heart-rending.
Pham relates in elegant language the story of his father, Thong Pham, who experienced
the occupation of his country by the French, the Japanese and, finally, the Americans.
2009-2010 selections
Lavinia - Ursula LeGuin
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society - Mary Ann Shaffer &
Annie Barrows
January
People of the Book - Geraldine Brooks
February
The Elegance of the Hedgehog - Muriel Barbery (translated by Alison
Anderson)
March
Revolutionary Road - Richard Yates
April
The Cunning Man - Robertson Davies
At the October meeting, we’ll discuss meeting places for the rest of the reading year.
November
December
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills
The year is off to another great start for the LWV of Corvallis.
Our kick-off meeting in September was very successful. A diverse
crowd attended the meeting to hear our speakers—Bob Lowry,
Brad Upton, and Charlie Tomlinson – share their expertise on
local transportation.
Prior to their talks, representatives from our various League
committees provided informative mini-presentations on their committee’s activities.
Many thanks to Marilyn Koenitzer (Community Planning), Diana Carsten (Local Food
Study), Liz Frenkel (Water Resources Study), Louise Marquering (Observer Corps), Kate
Mathews (Fundraising), and Shelly Murphy (Membership) for impressing our audience
with all that the League is doing.
We are also grateful to Doris and Dick Waring and Laura Lahm Evenson for setting up
the room; to Paula Krane, Louise Marquering, Kate Mathews, Kathie Merriam, and
Karen Nibler for the delicious refreshments; and to Nancy Schary, our Public Relations
Chair, for getting the word out about this important program. Thanks to all who
participated in making this meeting a successful one.
In October we turn to a topic that many have called the most significant problem that
the world currently faces: Global Climate Change. Rising sea levels, sweltering
temperatures, deeper droughts and heavier downpours are climate change’s serious
effects that are already impacting parts of the globe–and are getting worse. What can
we expect here in Oregon? That will be the topic of Dr. Jim Coakley’s talk on October
13. The time for debate has passed, and the time for action is now.
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The LWV of the United States is working hard to address this issue. Please read the
LWVUS update on page 3 of this bulletin. As League members, it is up to each of us
to examine what changes we can make to ensure that we are part of the solution to
climate change.
I look forward to seeing you at October’s program on Global Climate Change. It will
be a time for us to learn and to continue our work together to address this critical issue.
_______________________

League Observer Corps
They also serve who only sit and watch…
Well over twenty committees and commissions advise and make
recommendations to the Corvallis City Council on a variety of issues
and programs. These are listed on the City’s web site:
www.ci.corvallis.or.us/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=711&Itemid=706.
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis invites its members to become part of an
Observer Corps and monitor these committees and commissions. One or two people
attend and observe a committee or commission. They then report back to our League
what was discussed and give valuable input if we have a position on the topic.
Observing a committee or commission would generally involve attending just one
meeting a month. If you’d like to serve in the Observer Corps, e-mail: Liz Frenkel,
lizbobfrenkel@proaxis.com or Louise Marquering, lwvclouise@aol.com.

This bulletin is the
newsletter of the League of
Women Voters of
Corvallis and is produced
10 times a year.
If you have suggestions,
comments, submissions, or
story ideas for the Bulletin,
e-mail Louise Marquering:
lwvclouise@AOL.com. We
welcome your input.
Submissions must be
received no later than the
15th of the month.
Members subscribe
through their dues. League
membership is open to men
and women of all ages.
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The State of Climate Change: LWVUS Public Outreach and Action
(The following article appears on the LWVUS website, www.lwv.org.)

The League of Women Voters believes
that now is the time to act on global
climate change. We can reduce global
warming pollution by using existing
technologies to make power plants and
factories more efficient, make cars go
farther on a gallon of gasoline, and
shift to cleaner technologies.
Cities, states and individuals are
already adopting many of these solutions, which also
reduce our dependence on oil, reduce air pollution, and
protect pristine places from oil drilling and mining. State
and local initiatives are proving that answers exist. In
August 2008, the League called for a moratorium on new
construction of coal-fired electric power plants.
To reinforce and expand on those efforts, the
League urges federal action that reduces global warming
pollutants on a national and global scale. Specifically, the
League will ask that the U.S. reduce greenhouse gas
pollution and increase funding so that poor people can
adapt to the effects of global warming.
The program is a two-pronged approach: (1) it will
carry out a grassroots campaign and (2) it will support
the campaign with additional education efforts. This
programmatic strategy will take place in five states identified
by the League as states where members of the U.S.
Congress will play a key role in the introduction and/or
passage of legislation on issues relating to climate change.
These states are: Indiana, Michigan, New Mexico,
Ohio, and Pennsylvania and they will be the basis for the
development and implementation of strategies that can

be shared with, and used, by all Leagues nationwide: The
work will consist of
Opposing legislation that will erode the gains
that have been achieved to date, and
• Supporting language that supports responsible
good government policies
• Supporting language that ensures poor people in
the US and globally have sufficient funds to
adapt to the negative consequences (drought,
flooding, disaster preparedness) of climate
change
The League expects to achieve the following objectives
•

•
•
•
•
•

Increase awareness of climate disruption and
adaptation policy initiatives
Increase the activist base
Increase advocacy supporting climate adaptation
policies
Coordinate with Oxfam America on targeted
state strategy
Organize public outreach activities

Oxfam materials will be distributed at all the events
and the DVD “Sisters on the Planet” will be a key part of
any public outreach activity. The League will continue to
highlight the need for the United States to garner
resources for “mediation” and “adaptation” so that poor
people in the United States and in developing countries
will have the capacity to deal with the inevitable negative
consequences of climate change.
The League must remain vigilant in its coordinated
national-state level advocacy against policies and
practices that threaten and are harmful for the country
and the world.

_________________________________

Dues are Due
Thank you to the 30+ people who have already sent in their dues. We look
forward to hearing from many more members very soon.
The membership envelope you received with last month’s bulletin has an
interest survey and a preference poll on how you would like to receive the monthly
bulletin. Please remember to fill those in. We are especially interested in what year you first
joined the League. If you misplaced the envelope, you may fill out and send in the dues
coupon printed on the back page of this newsletter. Your membership makes League’s
voice stronger.
— Shelly Murphy, Membership Director

Get League news by
E-mail
The League maintains a list
serve for action alerts and
meeting announcements.
If you are not receiving this
information by e-mail but
wish to receive it, please send
your e-mail address to:
kranep@peak.org
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Community Planning Committee –
A Name Change
What’s in a name? Community Planning Committee
(CPC) is the new name of the former Land Use
Committee. Over the years, our committee has had
several names. In the 1990s we called it Growth
Management to reflect the politics at the time. In 1973,
when I joined this League, Lois Kenagy was chair. The
name then was Land Use Planning, which reflected the
exciting time when the state proposed and established the
State Planning Goals with extensive grass roots
participation.
Even though our name now implies only Corvallis as our
area of focus, we still investigate county-wide land use
planning issues. Our name is now the same as our
position statement title.
——Marilyn Koenitzer, Community Planning Chair

Mark your calendars!
The Community Planning Committee’s (CPC)
upcoming meetings will be Tuesdays at 1:30 PM.,
location to be arranged.
October 27
November 17
December 15
January 26

New County Floodplain Policies
Is your residence located in a flood
zone? Do you pay for flood insurance? The Community Planning
Committee (CPC) (formerly Land
Use) is following FEMA’s new requirements for flood
insurance.
The LWV of Corvallis sent a letter to the Benton County
Commissioners in support of their proposed adoption of
new county floodplain policies, which comply with the
FEMA regulations. We also support adoption of the new
FEMA maps, which have some errors. Any errors have
to be resolved by FEMA and the individual land-owner.
Without adoption of the maps, no one in a flood
insurance requirement area can be insured.
—Marilyn Koenitzer, Community Planning Chair
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Sustainable Agriculture
Most of US farm acreage is farmed
on a large scale conventionally,
using large amounts of fossil fuelbased fertilizer and pesticides.
Carla Chambers of Stahlbush Island farms opened a
recent talk at La Sells Stewart Center saying that this
system is broken. As pests become ever more resistant to
herbicides, pesticide use grows. As the soil becomes more
and more degraded more inputs are needed. Both costs
and runoff problems increase in consequence. This
becomes an increasing problem for neighborhood wells
and for downstream communities using runoffcontaminated water. With peak oil input, prices rise and
conventional monoculture farming becomes less viable.
The USDA has standards for organic farming. Individual
organizations such as Oregon Tilth have stricter
requirements yet. Artificial fertilizers are not used, nor are
toxic pesticides. (When buying fruits and vegetables, look
at the sticker: a 4-digit number denotes conventionally
grown with pesticides and herbicides, a 5-digit number
beginning with 8 is GMO “genetically modified
organism,” a 5-digit number beginning with 9 is organic.)
A newer standard is that of ‘sustainable’. The Food
Alliance (www.foodalliance.org), in an effort to quantify
this philosophy, has a 39-page booklet detailing what is
required for their certification. They have standards for
safe & fair working conditions; healthy, humane animal
treatment; hormones and antibiotics; GMO-free seed and
genetics; reducing pesticide use and toxicity; soil and
water conservation; wildlife habitat conservation; continuous improvement of practices.
Both organic and sustainable practices allow farmers to
continually improve their soil structure. The soil is not
mined, meaning the soil structure is neither destroyed nor
is the soil eroded, as in conventional agriculture. Sustainable agriculture truly means that the soil will be producing
good food in perpetuity.
If we want to maintain agricultural production for future
generations, then we have to consider more seriously how
the food we eat is produced. Buying as much sustainably
produced food as we can find or afford is a socially
responsible act. It is also good for our health. Watch for
more information on this subject in the near future.
– Diana Carsten, Local Food Study

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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Environmental Protection and Pollution Control — The National League Position
WWW.LWV.ORG Issues – Environmental Protection and Pollution Control, Energy

The League supports the preservation of the physical, chemical and biological integrity of the ecosystem and maximum
protection of public health and the environment. The League’s approach to environmental protection and pollution
control is one of problem solving. The interrelationships of air, water and land resources should be recognized in designing
environmental safeguards. The League’s environmental protection and anti-pollution goals aim to prevent ecological
degradation and to reduce and control pollutants before they go down the sewer, up the chimney or into the landfill.
The League believes that although environmental protection and pollution control are responsibilities shared by all levels of
government, it is essential that the federal government provide leadership and technical and financial assistance.
The federal government should have the major role in setting standards for environmental protection and pollution
control. Other levels of government should have the right to set more stringent standards. Enforcement should be carried
out at the lower levels of government, but the federal government should enforce standards if other levels of government
do not meet this responsibility. Standards must be enforced in a timely, consistent and equitable manner for all violators in
all parts of society, including governmental units, industry, business and individuals.
Environmental protection and pollution control, including waste management, should be considered a cost of providing a
product or service. Consumers, taxpayers and ratepayers must expect to pay some of the costs. The League supports
policies that accelerate pollution control, including federal financial assistance for state and local programs.
The League supports:
•
•
•
•
•

regulation of pollution sources by control and penalties;
inspection and monitoring;
full disclosure of pollution data;
incentives to accelerate pollution control;
vigorous enforcement mechanisms, including sanctions for states and localities that do not
comply with federal standards and substantial fines for noncompliance.

Energy — The League supports:
• energy goals and policies that acknowledge the United States as a responsible member of the
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

world community;
reduction of energy growth rates;
use of a variety of energy sources, with emphasis on conserving energy and using energyefficient technologies;
the environmentally sound use of energy resources, with consideration of the entire cycle of
energy production;
predominant reliance on renewable resources;
policies that limit reliance on nuclear fission;
action by appropriate levels of government to encourage the use of renewable resources and
energy conservation
through funding for research and development, financial incentives, rate-setting policies and
mandatory standards;
mandatory energy-conservation measures, including thermal standards for building efficiency,
new appliance standards and standards for new automobiles with no relaxation of auto-emission
control requirements;
policies to reduce energy demand and minimize the need for new generating capacity through
techniques such as marginal cost or peak-load pricing or demand-management programs;
maintaining deregulation of oil and natural gas prices;
assistance for low-income individuals when energy policies bear unduly on the poor.
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Corvallis Marks a Recycling “First”
With Its Green Waste Program
Long a pioneer in waste reduction, Corvallis is the first community in Oregon to add green food waste
to its curbside recycling program. While large cities such as San Francisco and Seattle have led their
states in curbside collection of food waste, Corvallis is the leader in our state.
Food waste accounts for a significant percentage of the waste that is currently hauled to the Coffin
Butte Landfill. But the new green waste collection program, which began in May, gives Corvallis
residents a convenient way to help save precious landfill space. Likewise, separating green waste for curbside collection
provides a good alternative for residents who have been throwing their food scraps down the garbage disposal – a process
that deposits excess nutrients into the wastewater system and requires costly treatment.
By placing green food waste along with yard waste into their yard debris carts, Corvallis residents now have an opportunity
to turn food “waste” into a vital soil amendment to be used by gardeners, landscapers, and farmers to improve soil and
plant health. The new product – called EcoMulch – is available to the public at the Allied Waste Process & Recovery
Center (PRC), located on Camp Adair Road between Hwy 99 and Independence Hwy.
The Sustainability Coalition’s Waste Prevention Action Team is working with Allied Waste and Master Recyclers to
promote food waste composting and to support residents who are making use of the new green waste collection program.
Here are a few tips for Corvallis residents:
• Set up a simple system in your kitchen for storing food scraps – The Waste Prevention Action Team has
information to help you choose the kitchen food waste storage container that is right for you. Contact Joe Mackey –
jsmackey@comcast.net or Andrea Norris – Andrea.Norris@oregonstate.edu for further details. Chris Vitello and Paul
Nash of the Earth Smart Store report that kitchen compost containers are among their best sellers!
• Know what to include in your light gray (Yard Debris/Green Waste) cart – Acceptable items include plants,
flowers, yard trimmings, grass clippings, vegetables, fruits, grains, breads, plant-based proteins (e.g., beans, tofu, tempeh),
pizza boxes, coffee filters, tea bags, and paper towels.
• Know what not to include – Although Allied Waste is working toward accepting all food waste, the following items
are currently unacceptable: meats, dairy products, animal by-products (no egg shells), free liquids, grease/oils, animal waste,
utensils/metal/foil, plastic bags or other plastic.
• Empty your kitchen container directly into your Yard Debris/Green Waste cart – Do NOT put plastic bags of
any kind in the cart, since the bags tangle in the machinery that is used to turn green waste into compost.
If you are already composting your food waste at home, keep up the good work! But if you’ve been throwing it in the
trash or down the garbage disposal, help Corvallis move toward becoming a “zero waste” community by turning your
green waste into EcoMulch. For questions about the Green Waste Program, contact Allied Waste at 541-754-0444.

“Simple Analysis” – FY 2008-2009 Toilet and Washing Machine Programs
Statistics prepared by the City of Corvallis Public Works department and presented to the City Council
Savings from efficient washing machines rebate program: about 2,502,964 gallons/year
Savings from efficient toilet rebate program: about 673,727 gallons/year
Distributed rebates are valued at between 3.5% and 7.1% of the retail price of saved water and sewer service
Total cost of rebates to the City: $15,840
Corvallis’s residential rebate program for purchase of High Efficiency Toilets and Energy Star washing machines results
ultimately in savings to both residents and the city. Efficient toilets and washing machines lower water bills and save
natural resources. Water and wastewater treatment costs are reduced, as well as the energy used to treat, pump, and heat
water.
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Support League of Women Voters of Corvallis— Order Grapefruit
A box of ruby red grapefruit is an excellent gift for yourself or someone special. Your grapefruit order will aid
us in our local endeavors. Our local activities are made possible by citizens who believe that what
our local League does is important. You can support our efforts by purchasing grapefruit or making
a donation. The grapefruit arrive the first week of December and are delivered to your home.
Prices are: $20 for a 20-pound box, containing 16 to 20 fruits
$10 for a 10-pound half box

Grapefruit Order Form
Name __________________________________________________________ Telephone_______________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________
___ Full Box/es @ $20 each $__________

____ Half Box/es @ $10 each $____________ Total $_____________

Send your order by November 15 to: Kate Mathews 3336 SW Willamette Corvallis, OR 97333
________________________________________________________________________________

Growing Our Grassroots
LWVOR Fall Workshop
Saturday, October 17, 2009 – 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM
First United Methodist Church 1376 Olive St., Eugene
Special Election 2010: Talking about Tax Measures
Reaching an Audience Effectively
21st Century Outreach, Part II*
Bringing Back Civil Discourse
Sharing Innovative Ideas

LWVOR Fall Workshop registration form
Advance registration required—return by Oct. 9, 2009

Yes, I want to attend the LWVOR Fall Workshop!
Name: _____________________________________
LWV Member? Yes
No
If yes, indicate League: _______________________
Phone: ____________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________
Workshop with lunch: $21.00 member; $26.00 guest
(Vegetarian option will be available)
Workshop only: $14.00 member; $19.00 guest
Make checks payable to LWVOR
Return by October 9, 2009 to:
LWVOR, 1330 12th St. SE, Suite 200, Salem, OR 97302

FREE USB Drive to 1st 50 paid registrants!
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AND
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! Bring a GUEST!
A map and directions are available on the members’ site of
www.lwvor.org (user name “lwvor” and password
“carriecatt”). Click on Events.
* Have a laptop computer? Please bring it!
Questions? Call 503-581-5722 or email lwvor@lwvor.org.
Grass roots image: Judie Shore;
www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/docs/doc-planting-prairie-e.html

LWV of Corvallis

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Corvallis OR
Permit #145

P.O. Box 1679
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Join the League
Name ______________________________________

League Calendar

Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4 digits ____________________________
Phone ______________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________
____ $55 individual membership
____ $82.50 household membership
____ $27.50 student membership
____ Contribution*
____ I’m a new member! Please call.
____ I’m renewing my membership. I first joined the
League in _________ (year).
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.
Please call me.
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and women of all
ages. The membership year begins in October. Please make
checks payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the
LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

Fri 9
Mo 12
Tu 13
Sa 17
Tu 27

October
Grapefruit Sale begins
Board Meeting, 10 AM
League Book Club 2:30 PM
General Meeting: Climate Change, 7 PM
LWVOR Fall Workshop, Eugene,
9:30 AM-3 PM
Community Planning mtg., 1:30 PM

November
Tu 3 Election Day
Board Meeting, 11:30 AM
TBA League Book Club
Tu 17 Community Planning mtg., 1:30 PM
General Meeting: Local Food, 7 PM
Fri 20 Grapefruit Sale ends

