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The League of W om en
Voters
a nonpartisan political
organization –
∗ encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government,
∗ works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues and
∗ influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.

unfurls the ratification banner from Suffrage headquarters, when Tennessee,
the 36th state, ratified, August 18, 1920.
Library of Congress photo

Wednesday, August 18, from 3 to 5 pm
Gather at Barbara Ross’s home, 460 SW Jefferson Avenue
Parade to the Benton County Courthouse for a Mayoral
Proclamation, Brief but Significant Remarks, and General Jubilation
Return to Barbara’s Garden for Refreshments
Friends, spouses, children, grandchildren, neighbors, flags, banners,
sashes, signs, hats, 19th to 21st century clothing— all are welcome!
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills
I hope you are all having a wonderful summer, with plenty of time to
enjoy these heavenly blue-sky-and-sunshine-days and cool evenings. It
may be vacation time, but there has been a lot of activity in the League
at all levels since you received your last Bulletin. Here’s a brief update:
In May, the Corvallis League was well represented at the bi-annual
LWVOR Council, held this year in Bend (highlights on page 3).

LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-757-2276
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us

LWV of Oregon

Our Annual Meeting was also held in May and, thanks to the efforts of many people, it
proved to be one of the year’s most successful League events. We are very grateful to party
planners extraordinaire Laura Evenson and Louise Marquering, assisted by Mary and Russ
Youmans, Elinor Griffiths, Tanya Shively, and Kate Mathews. They created a festive
atmosphere with wonderful decorations, beautiful table arrangements, and a delicious meal
featuring local food (brief report on page 6) Following dinner and a business meeting in which
new officers were elected, we were treated to a special presentation by Jo Anne Trow titled
“Women’s Suffrage in Oregon – Why It Took So Long.” Jo Anne’s excellent talk drew a
standing-room-only crowd. It was entertaining, informative, and a very timely topic as part of
the celebration of the LWVUS 90th birthday year.

1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

In June, the LWVUS Convention was held in Atlanta, Georgia. Kate Mathews and Shelly
Murphy served as delegates representing the LWV of Corvallis, and they participated in one of
the most lively, dynamic, and productive national conventions in recent memory. Please take a
few minutes to read about the convention on pages 4 and 5.

202-429-1965

In early July, our newly-elected board met at the home of Sara Ingle (thank you, Sara!) to
begin planning for the coming year. With the upcoming election, two new LWVUS studies,
completion of one state study and the launch of a new one, it’s going to be a very full year.
We’ll share the details with you in the September Bulletin.
But before we start looking ahead to the fall, PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
AUGUST 18! That’s when our League will host a very special event—a parade to the courthouse, a program on the courthouse lawn, and a garden party at the home of Barbara Ross—all
to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment. Please read all
about it on the cover of this Bulletin, and plan to be there. See you soon!
______________________________

It’s Time to Apply for Special Funds Grants
October 15 is the deadline for Special Funds grants applications. Forms can be downloaded
from the League’s website—click on “Special Funds” at www.lwv.corvallis.or.us. Send
completed applications to the League of Women Voters Board, attn: Annette Mills.
Special Funds grants from the League of Women Voters of Corvallis come from unrestricted
memorial funds honoring deceased long-time members Kay Dick and Grace Phinney.
For further details, call Annette Mills at 541-230-1237.
______________________________

Add Names to Grapefruit Mailing List!
We need to expand our list of potential grapefruit buyers. If everyone sends in
a name or two (or more) to add to our buyers list we can spread our net wider.
Please send names and addresses of potential recipients of our grapefruit sale letter to Kate
Mathews. Her e-mail address is: kate.mathews@ comcast.net. (You may order grapefruit
with the form that will be in the October and November newsletters.)

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org

________________

This bulletin is the
newsletter of the

League of Women
Voters of Corvallis,
produced 10 times a
year.
We welcome your
input. If you have
suggestions, story
ideas, comments, or
submissions for the
Bulletin, contact Louise
Marquering –
lwvcLouise@AOL.com.
Submissions must be
received no later than
the 15th of the month.
Members subscribe
through their dues.
League membership is
open to men and
women of all ages.
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Highlights of LWVOR Council
Five members of our League attended State Council in
Bend the weekend of May 15 and 16: Paula Krane, Peggy
Lynch, Kate Mathews, Annette Mills, and Karen Nibler.
The theme was “90 Years of Making a Difference,” and the
breadth and depth of the League’s work were in evidence
throughout the weekend.
In addition to the many business items covered by attendees
—Treasurer’s report, budget, program, election of officers
and directors, and reports from the board—special features
of Council included:
 A workshop on Integrated Water Resources Strategy.
Representatives from the Oregon Water Resources
Department and the Department of Environmental Quality
led a discussion in which we analyzed the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats facing us as we
look at the water resource needs of Oregon.
 “Reminiscing Out Loud: Reflections from Five League
Members.” Our own Paula Krane did a wonderful job of
moderating a panel of five generations of League
members who shared their fascinating perspectives on
how life has changed for League members and how the
League has evolved during their tenure as members.
 A workshop on Growing Our League for the Next
Generation. LWVOR Membership Chair Sandra Gangle

led a discussion that addressed the challenges of our
declining membership during these difficult economic
times. A number of helpful tips and excellent resources
were shared by Sandra and other presenters.
Throughout the weekend, we took time to hear from each local
League about highlights of the past year. Responding to the
request to be creative in our presentations, Corvallis delegates
demonstrated how well we juggle our activities and projects.

While Annette shared highlights, Kate, Paula, Karen, and
Peggy formed a circle and tossed around more and more
objects representing our many programs and projects.
The “take home” items from Council —along with Chico
reusable tote bags—were our state study assignments of
consensus on the Water Study and launching the new Coastal
Management Study. We also took a renewed commitment to
increase our membership, to ensure a thriving League for the
next 90 years of making a difference.

_________________________________

Ratification: Nudged through by a Note from Mother
It was a hot summer day in Nashville, Tennessee, and the Nineteenth Amendment to
the Constitution seemed doomed. Thirty-six of the forty-eight states were needed to
ratify the constitutional amendment. Tennessee would be thirty-sixth. No other
legislatures would meet in 1920.
The Tennessee Senate passed the ratification bill. Now, on August 18, the bill was on
the floor of the House. A motion to table had 49 sure votes—enough to effectively
kill the bill. Then Banks Turner changed his vote and the motion was defeated.
There was still a chance!
The next surprise came from Harry Burn, at 24 the youngest member of the
Tennessee House. He was believed to be anti-suffrage, but he had told no one of a
letter he received that morning from his mother, Febb Ensminger Burn. She had
written: “Dear Son: Hurrah, and vote for suffrage! Don’t keep them in doubt. I noticed some of the speeches against. They
were bitter. I have been watching to see how you stood, but have not noticed anything yet. Don’t forget to be a good boy
and help Mrs. Catt put the ‘rat’ in ratification. Signed, Your Mother.”
When the vote on the original bill was taken, Burn voted “aye” so quickly that many did not realize what had happened.
Banks Turner decisively shouted his “aye” and the resolution was carried 49-47. The next day, Harry Burn rose in the
House to explain his vote: “I want to take this opportunity to state that I changed my vote in favor of ratification because:
1) I believe in full suffrage as a right, 2) I believe we had a moral and legal right to ratify, 3) I know that a mother’s advice is
always safest for her boy to follow, and my mother wanted me to vote for ratification.”
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Thoughts on National League Convention
It was a privilege to represent the LWV of Corvallis at
League’s national convention in Atlanta, commemorating
“90 Years of Making Democracy Work.” Thank you,
Corvallis Leaguers for the opportunity to be one of thirteen
delegates from Oregon. We sat together in the Plenary
Sessions and then tried to attend as many different
workshops and caucuses as possible during the remainder of
the day and evening.
It was exciting for me that there were more men, more
minorities, and some young delegates—the president of the
Atlanta League is a young, African American man—than at
the 1982 convention I attended.
However, I did note that the number of delegates was down
significantly from the 1,000 in ‘82. Though membership is
down, there was no indication of decline in the dedication
and enthusiasm of the delegates.
I especially enjoyed the welcome address by John Lewis,
civil rights leader and Congressman from Atlanta, who
urged us to “keep getting in the way.” Other speakers
included Secretary of Health & Human Services Kathleen
Sebelius, who praised the League’s efforts on health care
reform, and a panel of eight former national League
presidents—all those still living—who reflected on each of
their presidencies, spanning the 1960s to the present.
There was much to be learned at the caucus on Mining and
Drilling organized by delegates from New York, Arkansas,
Pennsylvania, Colorado, and California.
Did you know:
• that in 2005 Congress passed federal regulations that
exempt oil and gas exploration from the Clean Water Act,
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Super Fund Law, the
Resource and Recovery Act, and the Toxic Release
Inventory?
• that 93% of the chemicals used in recovery of natural gas
have negative effects on humans even in very small
quantities?
• that mountaintop removal to extract coal is like “strip
mining on steroids?”
There were some great resources, such as a film called
“Split Estate,” which may be useful for some future
Corvallis League program. Later, during the plenary
session, the Convention passed a resolution in support of
safe drilling and mining for energy resources.
I attended a “Developing League Leaders Workshop,” and
another called “Building the Community-Centered, Locally

Connected League.” In the latter, there were some good
ideas on how to structure the Observer Corps.

Kate (top)
and Shelly (center) with
other Oregon delegates

A summary of Convention
action can be found on the
next page of this newsletter.
If you would like to listen to the Convention speeches or
access the workshop materials, you can do so at
www.lwv.org.
Wearing a nametag with “Oregon” on it elicited many
complimentary comments from Leaguers who had attended
the Convention in Portland in 2008.
My heartfelt advice to all members: if you ever get a chance
to be a delegate or even to attend a LWVUS Convention as
an observer, JUMP AT THE CHANCE. You will not be
sorry you did. — Shelly Murphy

_______________

Kate Adds . . .
I would like to thank the Corvallis League for sending me to
my first National LWV Convention. It was most interesting
and informative. I gather that, as conventions go, it was also
one of the busiest. We were in a caucus, workshop or
Plenary Session from 7:30 AM to 10 at night for three days.
The two caucuses which made the biggest impression were:

• The one on Food. I was able to distribute our Local Food
study, to much interest.
• The other was the one on Arms Control—not so much a
local as a global issue. The League does have a strong
stand and members who attend United Nations meetings
regularly.
Note: I have “Take Action,” a DVD worth watching.
— Kate Mathews
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Leaguers Take Action at the 49th Convention of the
League of Women Voters of the United States
June 11-15, 2010, Atlanta, Georgia
Two New Studies Adopted
 A study of the federal role in public education. The
study will focus on the role of the federal government
in education policymaking, with possible consideration
of funding, common standards and/or governance
relationships among all levels of the government.
 A study on privatization: the policy agenda to transfer
government functions, services and assets to the
private sector.
Positions Adopted By Concurrence On The
Convention Floor
 An updated Arms Control Position.
 An addition to the position on selection of the
president: Support for the use of the National Popular
Vote Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the
goal of the direct popular vote for election of the
president until the abolition of the Electoral College is
accomplished.
 An addition to the Equality of Opportunity position:
Support for legislation to equalize the legal rights,
obligations, and benefits available to same-gender
couples with those available to heterosexual couples.
Support for legislation to permit same-gender couples
to marry under civil law.









Resolutions
Support lifting the travel restrictions for Americans
going to Cuba.
Use League resources to lobby for strengthening of
appropriate regulation, oversight, inspection, and
penalties associated with the development of fossil fuel
resources.
Call upon the Senate to change its rules to limit the use
of the filibuster.
Add the principle of Transparency to the SARA
Resolution (adopted in 2005). Revised to include the
following Principles: Security; Accuracy;
Recountability; Accessibility; and Transparency.
LWVUS Board should advocate strongly for bills that
legislate for improved Medicare for all.
LWVUS should highlight the need for those
responsible for the oil spill to be held accountable.

Bylaws
 Article III, Sec. 2 A (3), Membership, was amended by
striking out the word honorary before the words life
members. The bylaw now reads “those who have been
members of the League for 50 years or more shall be
life members excused from the payment of dues.
 Article IX, Sec. 4, Convention Powers, Article X, Sec.
4, Council, Powers, and Article XIII, Sec. 3 and 4,
Financial Administration were amended to provide that
a biennial budget would be adopted at Convention,
starting in 2012.
 Article X, Sec. 1. Place, Date and Call of Council was
amended to provide that council shall be held at a time and
place or in a manner determined by the national board.
Budget
The proposed PMP (per member payment) rate of
$29.60 was increased to $29.70 for 2010-2011 by a
motion on the convention floor. The PMP rate of
$30.00 for 2011-2012 was adopted as proposed.
A more detailed description of Convention Action can
be found at: www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section
=Council_and_Convention. Click on “Convention
Action 2010.”

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 11, 2010
I send greetings to all those celebrating the 90th anniversary of
the League of Women Voters of the United States at the 2010
Biennial Convention.
Ninety years ago, the first League leaders recognized that the
19th amendment was not an end to the journey of perfecting
our union, but rather a step along the way. Our efforts to take
on discrimination and open our democracy continue today,
and remind us of the role each American can play in
improving the world we inherit.
Built on proud legacies of daring, tenacious women who
challenged our Nation to reach higher, organizations like the
League of Women Voters empower countless citizens to
participate in and strengthen our Government. America is
stronger because of their dedication to our founding ideals, and
our children’s future is brighter because of their commitment to
equality for all.
As you mark this milestone, I wish you all the best for the
future.
/s/ Barack Obama
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League of Women Voters of Corvallis, 60th Annual Meeting
Sara Ingle, Treasurer’s Report – Thanks to a sizeable
gift from Clara Shoemaker’s estate and grapefruit sales,
we’re in the black. Sara noted that donations to
LWVOR Education Fund no longer give our League an
offset on the State League per member payment, though
donations to the LWVUS Education fund do help
locally.
Karen Nibler presented the Board’s 2010-2011
Program Recommendations, as printed in the May
Bulletin. They were: 1) Review our current local
positions and re-organize them for consistent text and
format, and 2) Take action based on our positions, with
emphasis on Housing, Local Food, and Water.
Kate Mathews presented the proposed budget, as
printed in the May bulletin.
After a brief discussion and clarification, both program
and budget were unanimously adopted by the members.
The following slate of officers was presented by the
Nominating Committee, and unanimously approved by
members:
2nd Vice President— Katherine Merriam (2010-2012)
Treasurer— Sara Ingle (2010-2012)
Directors— Janet Wolf-Eshe, Membership (2010-2012)
Kathy Conner, Voter Service (2010-2012)
Shelly Murphy, Community Planning (2010-2012)
Nominating Committee— Jo Anne Trow, Doris Waring,
Patty McClintock (2010-2011)

Continuing officers are:
President— Annette Mills (2009-2011)
Secretary— Pat Bishop (2009-2011)
1st Vice President— Kate Mathews (2009-2011)
Directors— Paula Krane, Governance (2010-2011)
Louise Marquering, Bulletin (2009-2011)
Nancy Schary, Public Relations (2009-2011)
Off-Board appointments:
Corinne Gobeli and Liz Frenkel, Water
Marilyn Koenitzer, Community Planning (appointed
to the Board by board action, July 12, 2010)
Karen Nibler, Social Policy (appointed to the Board
by board action, July 12, 2010)
Beth Thoennes, Bulletin
Doris Waring and Laura Lahm-Evenson, Events
New Corvallis League members in attendance were
introduced by Shelly Murphy: Janet Lincoln, Janet
Wolf-Eshe, Jim Ingle, Jon Tripp, Susan Melero, and
Elizabeth DeLorenze
Members were challenged by President Annette Mills
to become more visible and take action on positions
important to the League. She asked for volunteers to
organize the Town Hall meetings scheduled during the
coming Legislative session.
Guest speaker Jo Anne Trow concluded the meeting
with a presentation on women’s suffrage in Oregon,
after which the meeting was adjourned.

Left:
2010-2011 Board

Right: Elinor Griffiths,
Laura Evenson,
and Pat Bishop

Left:
Lois & Clif
Kenagy

Right:
Roomful of
new &
longtime
members
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League wants to welcome new members – Know someone?
Are you aware of any new people in town or possible new members?
Please contact membership chair Janet Wolf-Eshe— jgreenhouse@comcast.net or Kathie
Merriam— kathiewm1@gmail.com.

Book Club Suggestions?
There’s still time to recommend books for next season’s
reading. To recommend a book (readily available in
paperback, please), send the name of the book, the
author and a short annotated recommendation to Corrine
Gobeli at gobelic@comcast.net. You may also mail
your recommendations to her address on the LWV

membership roster. Corrine will compile the list and send
it out for voting via e-mail or hard copy to everyone who
responds, as well as all attendees at this year’s book
gatherings. The final selections will appear in the
September bulletin. The next meeting of the book club will
be in October.

______________________________

Help Needed in LWVOR office
Former LWVOR assistant treasurer, Pam
Ashland, has become the State League
treasurer, so an assistant treasurer is needed
to help with the filing of bills and other
office tasks.
Would anyone in the Corvallis League be interested in
volunteering at the state office in this capacity? It would

be for about two hours or so a month and the volunteer
would earn some funds for the Corvallis League. (Note:
The assistant treasurer, who does mostly filing, doesn’t
automatically become treasurer. It just worked out this
way, this time.)
If you know of someone who might be willing to help,
please let Jane Gigler or Pam Ashland know. Jane’s
email address is: jg@efficientfrontier.com; Pam’s e-mail
address is: misschattr@verizon.net.

______________________________

September 22 Is Car Free Day in Corvallis
In cities and towns throughout the
world, September 22 is celebrated
as Car Free Day – a time for
individuals and communities to come
together to explore the benefits of walking, biking, and using
public transit to get us where we need to go. During the next
few weeks, Corvallis area residents, businesses, and
organizations will be gearing up to participate in our
community’s version of this global event.
Whether you’re looking to save money, reduce your energy
use, or simply enjoy the health and social benefits of being
car free, you are invited to participate in Car Free Day.
There will be activities at various sites throughout the
day, culminating in a celebration at the Wednesday
Farmers Market (3-7 PM at 2 nd & B Streets), with plenty
of food, music, information, and entertainment. Mark
your calendar and start now to plan how you will
participate in Car Free Day.

Go to www.sustainablecorvallis.org for the following:
• Pledge/registration form
• Schedule of the day’s activities
• Map of check-in points
• Assistance in planning your day’s routes
• Volunteer opportunities
The goal of Car Free Day is to create a positive experience
for all community members. If you are unable to walk,
bike, or use public transit, please plan to share a ride with a
friend to get where you need to go— or consider
telecommuting for the day.
Car Free Day in Corvallis is being organized by the
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, in collaboration with
representatives of the City of Corvallis, Benton County
Health Department, Corvallis School District, OSU, MidValley Bicycle Club, and First United Methodist Church.
Join the fun and be part of this community-wide challenge!
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

August
Tue

League
Calendar

4

Board Meeting 1-3 PM, Kate Mathews’

Wed 18

Ratification Garden Party 3-5

Fri

10

Board Meeting 10 AM-NOON

Tue

14

Kick-Off Meeting 7-9

PM

September
PM, Library

Sat-Sun 25-26 League Voter Registration Table, Fall Festival

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name ________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City, Zip+4 digits ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________
____ $55 individual membership
____ Contribution*
____ I’m a new member.

Join
the
League

____ $82.50 household membership ____ $27.50 student membership

I first joined the League in ____ (year).

___ I’m renewing my membership.
___ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year – please call me.

Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to women and men of all ages. The membership year begins in October. Please make checks
payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to: LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

