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a nonpartisan political
organization –
encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government,
works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues and
influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.

March 2010

March General Meeting

The Real Story on Homelessness
in Benton County
March 9, 2010, 7- 9 PM
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
Our panel of advocates:
Barbara Ross, Facilitator
Aleita Hass-Holcombe & Jim Gouveia, Corvallis Housing Coalition
Dina Eldridge, Emergency Services, Community Services Consortium
Vikki Rullman, Treatment Director, Community Outreach Inc.
Wilma Van Schelven, Love Inc., Knollbrook Church
Come to this program to learn about the local response to these situations:
• The demand for food bank boxes and rent and utility assistance is climbing along
with the rise in unemployment.
• Even in Corvallis and Benton County, we have individuals and families who are
falling into poverty.
More information on page 4
_____________________________

Noontime Health Care Meetings
12:10 PM - Corvallis-Benton County Public Library
Free and open to the public - Bring your lunch and your questions!

FRIDAY, MARCH 5

Aim High: Update on Building a Healthy Oregon
Jeanene Smith, MD, Administrator, Office for Oregon Health Policy and Research,
will report on plans for Insurance Exchange, Public Option, and Benefits, and how
each of these affects access, quality and cost of health care for Oregonians. We’ll be
updated on how Oregon is implementing HB2009, the 2009 legislation which
established the Oregon Health Authority.
FRIDAY, MARCH 19
Federal Health Care Legislation vs. Improved and
Expanded MEDICARE for ALL
Margaret Flowers, MD, Congressional Fellow, Physicians for a National Health
Program (PNHP) and Co-Chair, Maryland PNHP, will highlight proposed federal
health care bills and compare them with HR676, proposed legislation for Improved
and Expanded Medicare for ALL.
Sponsors: LWV of Corvallis, Corvallis Physicians for a National Health Program,
Mid-Valley Health Care Advocates
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills
Fifty years is a long time to be in a committed relationship!
That’s why we took time at our February LWVC meeting to
celebrate the “Golden Anniversary” of seven of our members who
have reached the 50-year membership mark with the League.
Membership Chair Shelly Murphy did a great job of encouraging
our new 50-year members to tell us why they have stayed with the
League for all these years. Their stories were humorous, heart-warming, and instructive.
Thanks to Martha Brookes, Nancy Leman, Mary Jo Levenspiel, Patty McClintock,
Katherine Merriam, Jo Anne Trow, and Melvina Walter for believing in the League!
These awesome women are now members of the LWVC 50-year Club which also
includes Marge Chilcote, Louise Ferrell, Kitty MacPherson, Jean Marvell, and Jean Nath.
Following our party— Thank you, Laura Evenson and Doris Waring, for the delicious
refreshments!— we hosted a public showing of “Iron Jawed Angels” in celebration of the
League’s 90th birthday. It was an incredible and somewhat painful eye-opener for many
of us, as we learned what the suffragists were forced to endure in order to win the vote
for women. Too often we take this and other rights for granted, and this film was an
important reminder of just how far we’ve come. Our thanks go to LWVC Vice President
Kate Mathews, who made the arrangements for this moving 90th birthday film event!
As we saw in the film, the suffragists and the fledgling League of Women Voters were
initially concerned with the status and rights of women and women’s issues. Through the
years our interests have gradually expanded to include issues affecting men as well as
women. Today, the LWV works to bring about change on a wide variety of issues in the
areas of Representative Government, International Relations, Natural Resources and
Social Policy.
On Tuesday evening, March 9, our League is sponsoring a program that focuses on a
critical social issue: Homelessness. LWVC’s Social Policy Chair, Karen Nibler, has put
together what promises to be an outstanding program. Please join us to hear local
advocates for the homeless tell the real story of homelessness in Benton County.
See you on March 9th!

LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-757-2276
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org

_________________________

This bulletin is the newsletter of the League of

Women Voters of
Corvallis, produced 10
times a year.
We welcome your input.
If you have suggestions,
comments, submissions,
or story ideas for the
Bulletin, contact Louise
Marquering –
lwvcLouise@AOL.com.
Submissions must be
received no later than the
15th of the month.

50-Year Members and Others at League Birthday Party
L-R: Patty McClintock, Nancy Leman, Mary Jo Levenspiel, Martha Brookes, Melvina Walter,
Marolyn Tarrant, Jo Anne Trow, Katherine Merriam Back: Tom McClintock & Cliff Trow (seated),
Kate Mathews, Pat Bishop, Jean Nath (standing)

Members subscribe
through their dues.
League membership is
open to men and women
of all ages.
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MARCH 11th TOWN HALL:
A Model “Green” Event
Sustainable transportation. Zero waste. Low energy and water use. Local food.
All of these and more will be important features of the Sustainability Fair and Town Hall meeting on Thursday,
March 11, at the CH2M Hill Alumni Center, 725 SW 26th Street on the OSU campus. YOU can help make this
a model “green” event in two important ways:
1.

Register NOW for Town Hall 2010. Knowing how many people to expect will help us plan for the
right amount of local food (appetizers and desserts) to be provided to Town Hall participants and how
much material (signs, handouts) we need to have ready for the discussion tables. If you have not
already done so, please register at www.sustainablecorvallis.org. All are welcome, but space is limited,
so please register today.

2.

Think about how you want to get to the event. Attendees are encouraged to walk, bike, carpool, or
take the bus to the event. Bike racks are on the north side of the Alumni Center and on the northwest
side of LaSells Stewart Center. For bus routes, see www.corvallistransit.com. If you need a ride, please
call 541-230-1237, so we can help you figure out the best way to get there.

Plan to arrive at 5:30 PM for the Sustainability Fair, which will feature exhibits by more than 30 of the Coalition’s
partner organizations and action teams. Come and learn about the wide variety of efforts that are already under
way to create a sustainable community. Food, music, prizes, and informative displays promise to make this a lively
and engaging event.
At 7 PM, attendees will gather in the ballroom for the Town Hall Meeting, where the focus will be on the
sustainability efforts of the whole community. Participants will be invited to engage in a community conversation
about how we’re doing and what else needs to happen to accelerate our efforts to become a thriving, resilient city
and county.
Don’t miss out on one of our community’s most important events of 2010! Plan to attend the Sustainability Fair and
Town Hall on March 11th. Register NOW at www.sustainablecorvallis.org.
___________________________________________________

Water Study Committee Is at Work
The
LWVC Water Study committee will
host a table at the March 11
Sustainability Fair, to provide information about League’s involvement
in water issues. In keeping with our
emphasis on voting and action, we’ll
ask visitors to vote with pennies about how they
would be willing to both conserve water and save
money.
April will be a busy month for the committee:
On April 13 we will host a General Meeting with two
well-respected speakers: Tammie Stark of Lane

Community College and David Sandrock of Sandrock
Sustainable Landscapes for the Pacific Northwest.
Several vendors will also be on hand to showcase
materials, equipment and services for water
conservation.
In the week of April 19 you will have an opportunity
to make your voice heard. We’ll meet in discussion
groups to review the second part of the state League
study on water issues and to discuss consensus
questions.
Mark your calendar–details will be in the April bulletin.
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Homelessness in Benton County

Ending Homelessness became a goal for the State of
Oregon in SB 200, which passed in the 2009 legislative
session. Benton County wrote a plan to End Homelessness, which was adopted in 2009 and can be found on
the Benton County website. The Benton County plan is
accomplished by collaboration among many of the
following agencies.

Agencies serving the homeless and those teetering on
the brink:
The Community Services Consortium (CSC) serves
Linn, Benton and Lincoln Counties with federal grant
funds in this regional area. The Consortium, at SW 2nd
and Ash, includes workforce development programs,
rent and utility assistance, emergency housing and
shelter, and food bank management. CSC supports
gleaning, wood sharing and other local programs. Food
banks supply food staples at four locations in Corvallis
and as many locations within Benton County. How many
people need these programs?

the shelter program. So where do they land? Under
the bridge?
The Corvallis Housing and Shelter Coalition has
worked on winter shelters for homeless adults in
Corvallis and on referrals for services. Westside
Community Church on Western Blvd. has opened to
take men in the winter months during the past 2 winters,
and Knollbrook Church has taken in women this
winter. Those under the influence of intoxicants are not
turned away, although pets are not allowed. What are
the rules?
First Christian Church has provided space for Stone
Soup (free meal) on Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday and
hosts a drop-in center during the day. St. Mary’s
Church provides Stone Soup on Wednesday and Friday
noon and Monday and Thursday evening. Shuttle bus or
car transportation is sometimes provided.
Project Action has developed into a referral service for
those who need medical or substance abuse treatment.

Community Outreach Inc. (COI) has provided
temporary housing for women, with or without children,
Housing First is a newer effort to establish more
and assisted with medical and substance abuse treatment,
permanent supportive housing for the homeless. A firechild care, and transition into more permanent housing.
damaged apartment complex on Harrison St. may
COI turns away those who are using alcohol or drugs in
become a resource for more permanent housing.
Come to the March 9 program to hear about the need for services in our own community.
__________________________________

Thank You, Donors!
Our League is able to reach its budget and expand its action through the generous support of both members and nonmembers alike. Contributions to the LWVUS Education Fund are tax-deductible and reduce the per-member dues that
we send to LWVUS. Gifts to our local league are not deductible but are much appreciated. If you are soliciting gifts,
you must inform the donor that contributions to LWV of Corvallis are not deductible (to keep us on the right side of
the IRS). Even rounding up your dues helps us. —Sara Ingle, Treasurer
Thanks to the following 2009 donors, big and small:
LWVUS Education Fund:
Donna Allen
Sheryl Bernard
Charlaine Beschta
Pat Bishop
Shirley Byrne
Lorena Sue Dornfeld
Ruth Gallagher
Sara and Jim Ingle
Paula and Ken Krane
Jean Leach

Chris and Kate Mathews
Nancy Schary
Maryanne Staton
Cliff and Jo Anne Trow
Mary and Russ Youmans
LWV of Corvallis:
Bob Becker
Carolyn Brumley
Nancy Demchak
Elizabeth Frenkel

Gerald and Mary Kay Gleicher
Eric and Bonnie Helpenstell
Adriana Huyer
Ken and Paula Krane
Craig and Nancy Leman
Annette Mills and David Eckert
Jean Nath
Shelly Spiller and Donna Joiner
Yvonne Stevens
Mary Ann Tarr
Doris Waring
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Corvallis League Wins Appeal:
Land Development Code Means What It Says
The City Community Development Director’s decision that building on a steep slope was not permitted
by the Corvallis Land Development Code was appealed to the Land Development Review Board by the property
owner of 3754 SW Fairhaven Drive. That Board’s vote supported the owner. The Corvallis League then appealed the
Board’s decision to the City Council. The League’s appeal was supported by the City Council. Without the League’s
appeal, the owner would have had the right to build on a 35% slope.
The League’s appeal stated that “the City’s Land Development Code provides a clear and objective standard – 35%
slope – to determine whether it is safe to build on a property.” The success of this appeal, based on a significant
interpretation of the Land Development Code, affirmed that the Code meant what it said in denying a request to build
on a slope greater than 35%.
The Land Development Code, developed through years of public input and approved by both the Corvallis City
Council and Oregon’s Land Conservation and Development Commission, represents the implementation of the City’s
Vision Statement, Comprehensive Plan and the Statewide Planning Goals. The League has long maintained that the
Code should represent the “bible” for City planning. The League Community Planning Committee is currently
reviewing proposals for changes to that Code.
The Community Planning Committee welcomes new members. Committee meetings are at 1:30 PM on Tuesdays,
March 30, April 27, and May 25, at the home of Shelly Murphy, 3115 NW McKinley Dr. For meeting information,
contact Marilyn Koenitzer at marwilko@comcast.net or 541-754-0656. — Marilyn Koenitzer, Community Planning Chair
__________________________________

Did you get your Membership List? If you did NOT get your electronic copy of the 2010 LWV Membership
List, please e-mail me at shellym@peak.org. If you would like to have the list sent to you via the US Postal Service,
please call me at 541-754-1184.
—Shelly Murphy, Membership Director
__________________________________

Spring Clean to Benefit League!
Are you wondering what to do with clothing and other items you no longer use? Why not donate them
for sale at the OSU Thrift Shop? A League member who works there will consign items under a League
consignment number. League gets 75% of the asking price and 25% goes to grants and scholarships.
The Thrift Shop accepts clean, seasonal functioning items. Check to see what they do not take at
http://oregonstate.edu/groups/osufolk/thriftshop.htm.
Call Kate Mathews, our League’s Thrift Shop volunteer, at 541-754-1172 — or consign items yourself, using the
League’s consignment number, 1073.
__________________________________

League Book Club

Monday, March 8, 2:30

PM

The LWVC Book Club will return to the 1950s through Revolutionary Road, by Richard Yates.
A finalist for the National Book Award in 1962, the book was chosen by Time as one of the ten
best books in the English language, between 1923 and 2005. Do you agree with these honors? Come to cast your vote.
The book club will also return to the home of Popi Natsoulas, 635 SW Sandalwood Street. To find your way to the
meeting, Google the address above or call Popi at 541-929-9494. Corrine Gobeli can also provide rides for up to four
people. Meet her at the back parking lot of the public library at 2 PM. To reserve space, e-mail gobelic@comcast.net
or call 541-745-7736 by Saturday, March 6th. Next month: April 12 – The Cunning Man, by Robertson Davies.
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League Calendar

Join the League!
Name ______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4 digits ____________________________
Phone ______________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________
____ $55 individual membership
____ $82.50 household membership
____ $27.50 student membership
____ Contribution*
____ I’m a new member. Please call me.
____ I’m renewing my membership.
I first joined the League in _________ (year).
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.
Please call me.
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and women of all ages.
The membership year begins in October. Please make checks payable to
the LWV of Corvallis and mail to: LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the LWVUS
Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

Tu 2
Fr 5
Mo 8
Tu 9
Fr 19
Tu 30

March 2010
Board Meeting 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
Health Forum 12:10 PM
League Book Club, 2:30 PM
General Meeting 7-9 PM
Health Forum 12:10 PM
Community Planning meeting 1:30 PM

April 2010
Tu 6 Board Meeting 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
Mo 12 League Book Club, 2:30 PM
Tu 13 Save Money on Your Water Bill 7-9 PM
Wk of 19-23 Water Study Consensus Units
Tu 27 Community Planning meeting 1:30 PM
Th 29 Voter Service Forum 7-9 PM

