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Join your fellow League members to celebrate the past and help create the future!
• Delicious soups, breads and desserts will be provided by the LWV Corvallis Board.
• Please bring your own table service—bowl, plate, cup, and utensils. We want to make
this event as waste-free as possible!
Following supper, we will review national LWV positions (see p.4) and discuss national
issues that demand our attention, invite further study, or require action.
Our local program planning will include a discussion of questions to consider when
proposing a local study (p. 3) and sharing of ideas for possible new local studies. We will
also be discussing the new application process
for use of the League’s Special Funds (p. 6).
The Seventh Day Adventist Church
These funds can be used to support League
is on the south side of Western
projects.
Boulevard, east of 35th Street.
To prepare for the evening, please read the
Our meeting is in the building
information in this bulletin and reflect about our
behind the main church.
community and issues that could benefit from
There will be ample parking.
League study or action.
We look forward to seeing you!

________________________

_______________________________
The League of Women
Voters
a nonpartisan political
organization –
∗ encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government,

works to increase
understanding of major
public policy issues and
∗ influences public policy
through education and
advocacy.
∗

Keeping League’s Voice Strong
Thank you to those who have renewed their membership in the
League of Women Voters of Corvallis. Reminders have been
sent to those who have yet to pay their dues for the 2009-2010
year. Remember, members at the grassroots are this 90-year-old organization’s most
important asset!
Shortly, we will be required to send an updated list of members to the LWVOR and
LWVUS, so time is running out for renewals. Please act today.
— Shelly Murphy, Membership Director
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills
Our League has been highly visible and very active this fall.
Thanks to the efforts of many LWVC members, we are making an
impact in our small corner of the world. Listed below are just
some of the many activities in which we’ve been involved during
the past month:
• LWVOR Fall Workshop – Peggy Lynch, Kate Mathews,
and I traveled to Eugene to represent Corvallis at the annual state
League workshop, organized around the theme Growing Our Grassroots. The morning’s
presentations and discussion focused on the Special Election that’s coming up in January.
(The importance of our support for Measures 66 and 67 cannot be overstated!) We also
learned about reaching our audiences more effectively – skills that we can use during this
hotly contested election and beyond.
• Abundant Solutions Fair – The Corvallis League was invited to be one of 20
local organizations to table at OSU’s LaSells Stewart Center during the fair that preceded
a presentation by internationally-recognized scientist and activist Vandana Shiva, who
spoke on Earth Democracy: Women, Justice, and Ecology. Shelly Murphy and Kate Mathews
created a display on Global Climate Change, and offered visitors ideas for taking action at
the national, state, and local levels.
• Appeal of Decision by the Land Development Hearings Board – Upon
the recommendation of the League’s Community Planning Committee, the LWVC Board
voted to appeal a decision by the City’s Land Development Hearings Board (LDHB)
regarding a proposed development on a steeply sloped property at 3745 SW Fairhaven
Drive. In testimony delivered on behalf of the League on November 16, I cited reasons
why the League supports the Community Planning Director’s Interpretation of the Land
Development Code for this development – an Interpretation that had been overturned by
the LDHB.
City Council will rule on our appeal at their December 7th meeting. Many thanks to
Marilyn Koenitzer, Liz Frenkel, Peggy Lynch, Shelly Murphy, Elinor Griffiths, Laura
Evenson, and Louise Marquering for their guidance and insights on this very detailed and
complex issue.
• General Meeting on Local Food Policy Councils – A high level of interest
was generated at our November meeting, organized by Local Food Study Committee
members Diana Carsten, Karen Nibler, Mary Anne Nusrala, and Marilyn Koenitzer.
The topic was Food Policy Councils (FPCs) – local organizations that bring together
stakeholders from diverse food-related sectors to examine how the food system is
operating and to develop recommendations on how to improve it. According to the
North American Food Policy Council website (www.foodsecurity.org), such councils are
typically either commissioned by state or local government, or predominantly a grassroots
effort. During the League program, both types of FPCs were explored since the Lane
County FPC is a grassroots organization, while the Portland/Multnomah FPC is
government-sponsored.
Many questions were raised, stimulating thought-provoking dialogue that will
undoubtedly continue during our consensus meetings on Local Food that will take place
in January.
Our League is alive and well, and we hope you’ll join us on December 8th for our annual
Program Planning meeting to help provide direction for future League study and action.
See you there!
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LWV of Corvallis
PO Box 1679
Corvallis OR 97339-1679
541-757-2276
www.lwv.corvallis.or.us

LWV of Oregon
1330 12th Street SE, Suite 200

Salem OR 97302
503-581-5722
E-mail: lwvor@lwvor.org
www.lwvor.org

LWV of the
United States
1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000
Washington DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965
FAX 202-429-0854
www.lwv.org
____________________________

This bulletin is the
newsletter of the

League of Women
Voters of Corvallis and is
produced 10 times a year.
If you have suggestions,
comments, submissions, or
story ideas for the Bulletin,
e-mail Louise Marquering:
lwvclouise@AOL.com.
We welcome your input.
Submissions must be
received no later than the
15th of the month.
Members subscribe
through their dues. League
membership is open to
men and women of all
ages.
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Local Program Planning – Be Prepared!
League Program is the League’s “reason
2. Consider what might be desirable in addressing the
gaps or issues.
for being” – the basis for both education
and action. League program consists of
• What issues are most critical to our community?
those governmental issues that League
• What issues will stir the imagination of our members?
members choose for concerted study and
• What would give League greater visibility and
action. The League program planning
credibility?
process begins with selection and adoption, continues with
•
What
studies or projects would help the League link
study and discussion, and culminates in action and change.
with diverse individuals and organizations?
The program planning process begins when we meet to talk
3. Consider what is feasible, given League resources and
about and debate where we want to direct our energy and
expertise.
efforts for the future. Every year, we make suggestions for
local program. National and state program planning is done
• How could LWV help achieve appropriate public
policy or action on these issues?
on alternate years. This year, we will discuss national program.
• What League positions currently exist?
By preparing for program planning, you can help create a
• Is the issue timely?
lively, stimulating meeting. Come to the program planning
meeting prepared to offer your ideas. Now is the time to
• Who in League will chair the study committee?
be creative, to dream about the studies or educational/
• Who in League will join the committee?
advocacy projects that will make League a more vital
• Could League form partnerships with other public or
organization, make a difference in the community, and
non-profit/private organizations?
engage your heart and mind.
4. How are voters service and citizen education integrated
1. Review League positions (on-line or in your Handbook),
into program?
and think about our community, the “burning” issues
and questions, the needs of citizens, and gaps in service.
______________________________________

Do You Know Our Local Positions?
League of Women Voters positions on issues of concern are
reached after careful study and discussion. They are the framework against which members measure all actions taken in the
name of LWV at all levels.
Community Planning. Support effectively implemented
comprehensive citizen-based land use planning that maintains and enhances community livability and protects
resource lands. Support for adequate and safe transporttation alternatives, preservation of open space, and urbanization policies which foster healthy and diverse communities where people can live, work, shop and play.
Corrections. Support the provision of adequate
corrections facilities for adults and juveniles with emphasis
on appropriate alternatives and diversionary services.
Health Services In Benton County. Support for public
health services including the County Health Department and
dissemination of health information including information
on family planning and drug abuse. Support government
programs that protect the health and welfare of the elderly.
Know Your Schools. Support rules and procedures for
citizen participation in all Corvallis School District board
and committee meetings. Support a policy for handling
letters concerning teachers.

Financing the Corvallis-Benton County Public
Library. Support adequate and stable funding that
provides free access to quality library services for all
Benton County residents.
Benton County Charter. Support inclusion in the Charter,
provisions that make the Board of Commissioners
responsible for policy and communications and give an
appointed County Manager specified administrative duties.
Support for an appointed Assessor and a Sheriff that is a
nonpartisan office. Support for required public hearings by
the Charter Review Committee.
Child Care In Benton County. Support for enforced
standards for childcare facilities, government programs to
train providers, referral services, and low-income subsidies.
Promote the consideration of childcare issues by employers.
At Risk Youth. Support for adequately funded programs
for children from early childhood to emancipation who
have problems that contribute to their leaving school early.
Primary Prevention of Violence in Linn and Benton
Counties. Support for comprehensive and integrated
violence prevention and intervention programs that involve
all sectors of the community.
Housing. Promote partnerships between public and
private entities to establish low income housing units, and
year-round homeless shelters.

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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Public Policy Positions – League of Women Voters of the United States
REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
Promote an open governmental system that is representative, accountable and
responsive.
Voting Rights
Citizen’s Right to Vote. Protect the right of all citizens
to vote; encourage all citizens to vote.
DC Self-Government and Full Voting Representation.
Secure for the citizens of the District of Columbia the
rights of self-government and full voting representation in
both houses of Congress.

Election Process
Apportionment. Support apportionment of congressional districts and elected legislative bodies at all levels of
government based substantially on population.
Campaign Finance. Improve methods of financing
political campaigns in order to ensure the public’s right to
know, combat corruption and undue influence, enable
candidates to compete more equitably for public office
and promote citizen participation in the political process.
Election of the President. Promote the election of the
President and Vice-President by direct popular vote and
work to abolish the Electoral College; support uniform
national voting qualifications and procedures for
presidential elections.

Citizen Rights
Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen Participation.
Protect the citizen’s right to know and facilitate citizen
participation in government decision making.
Individual Liberties. Oppose major threats to basic
constitutional rights.
Public Policy on Reproductive Choices. Protect the
constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make
reproductive choices.

Congress and the Presidency
Congress. Support responsive legislative processes
characterized by accountability, representativeness,
decision-making capability and effective performance.

The Presidency. Promote a dynamic balance of power
between the executive and legislative branches within the
framework set by the Constitution.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Promote peace in an inter-dependent world by
working cooperatively with other nations and
strengthening international organizations.
United Nations. Support a strong, effective United
Nations to promote international peace and security and
to address the social, economic and humanitarian needs
of all people.
Trade. Support U.S. trade policies that reduce trade
barriers and expand international trade and that advance
the achievement of humanitarian, environmental, and
social goals
U.S. Relations with Developing Countries. Promote
U.S. policies that meet long-term social and economic
needs of developing countries.
Arms Control. Reduce the risk of war through support
of arms control measures.
Military Policy and Defense Spending. Work to limit
reliance on military force. Examine defense spending in
the context of total national needs.

NATURAL RESOURCES
Promote an environment beneficial to life through the protection
and wise management of natural
resources in the public interest.
Natural Resources. Promote the management of natural
resources as interrelated parts of life-supporting
ecosystems.
Resource Management. Promote resource
conservation, stewardship and long-range planning, with
the responsibility for managing natural resources shared
by all levels of government.
Environmental Protection and Pollution Control.
Preserve the physical, chemical and biological integrity of
the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public health
and the environment.

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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Water Resources Committee at work
The LWVC Water Resources committee is planning next
spring’s general meeting and trying to stay current on local
and state water issues.
We invite you to join us at our next meeting, December
9th, at 2 PM (location to be determined). To be added to
the committee mailing list, send your e-mail address to
Corrine Gobeli (gobelic@comcast.net).

Test your Water Sense
1. About how many gallons of water does the average
family of four use per day?
a) 50
b) 100
c) 250
d) 400
2. In the average household, which of the following
wastes the MOST water per day?
a) running the tap while washing dishes
b) using a garbage disposal
c) a leaky toilet
d) long showers
Check page 7 for the answers.
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We also invite you to test your water sense
by answering the two questions in the box to
the left.
LWVOR’s Water committee has completed
and compiled information from numerous
interviews with experts and stakeholders
around the state, including Linda Modrell,
Benton County Commissioner, and Adam Stebbins,
Benton County Water Project Coordinator. The LWVOR
committee is working on the first draft of the Everymember material and a list of consensus questions. Look
for more information on water issues in the next issue of
the state LWV bulletin.
To learn more about water issues on the local and state
levels, we encourage you to check out these websites:
• Benton County’s Water Project –
www.co.benton.or.us/boc/water/index.php
• The State of Oregon’s new Integrated Water Resources
Strategy –
www1.wrd.state.or.us/pdfs/9_23_2009_Briefer.pdf.
You can sign up here for announcements, participate in
a survey, and be sure your voice is heard.

_____________________________

We extend a note of sympathy to
Roxana Bodine on the death of her husband
Ivan on November 13.
Roxana and Ivan have been involved in our
community in many ways since they moved here in
1958. Roxana still contributes to League by mailing
this newsletter each month.
Roxana, we thank you for all that you and Ivan
have done and want you to know that you are
in the thoughts of your fellow League
members.

A WEBSITE FAVORITE
http://www.lwv.corvallis.or.us

Has Links to:
LWV OR
LWV US
509J Schools

City of Corvallis
Benton County
State of Oregon

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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LWVC Board Adopts Application Process for Expenditure of Special Funds
In September, Jo Anne Trow and Ann Smart were asked by the LWVC Board to develop a process by
which League members could apply for use of special funds to implement League projects. The process
they developed is outlined below. It was adopted by the Board in November and will be discussed at
the Program Planning meeting in December. The Board would like to thank Jo Anne and Ann for their
excellent work.

Background
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis (LWVC) holds
unrestricted memorial funds in honor of long-time
members Kay Dick (‘93) and Grace Phinney (‘95). In
addition, LWVC has invested surplus funds in these
accounts which are held in money market funds, CDs and
mutual funds in the name of the League of Women Voters
of Corvallis. At the annual meeting of the LWVC in May,
2008 members approved guidelines and specific criteria for
expenditures from these accounts
Application Process
Applications will be received twice a year no later than
October 15 for project start-up in January and February 15
for project start-up in May. Exceptions to the application
deadline can be made by the Review Committee.
Applications are submitted to the LWVC President who
forwards them to the Review Committee. Proposals must
answer all the questions on the LWVC Special Fund Grant
Application form and meet the approved expenditure
guidelines and criteria below. Maximum grant is $2500.
The identified Project Chair must be a LWVC member.
Availability of grants will be announced in the LWVC
Newsletter and at LWVC general and committee meetings.

with other entities in implementing projects. Such partner
organizations generally should be non-profits, based in
Benton County with a project mission related to League
programs and/or positions.
•

Activities must be consistent with League’s mission
of education and advocacy.

•

Consideration by the Review Committee should be
given to balancing funds between education and
advocacy.

•

Activities should motivate current members and
encourage new members to participate.

•

Activities should strengthen LWVC, including
developing leadership capability.

•

Every proposal must have a committed project
leader and committee, a work plan and a budget.

•

Projects should not duplicate or replicate existing
efforts, but should address unmet needs.

•

Activities should support LWVC, local, state or
national positions.

•

It is the responsibility of the LWVC budget
committee to determine the amount of monies
available for upcoming projects and the amount of
reserves necessary on a yearly basis as part of the
annual budget process. This should be determined
prior to each application cycle.

•

A standing committee for review of projects shall be
appointed by the Board of Directors. The Review
Committee shall follow the guidelines and criteria
approved by the general membership, the budgeted
amount allocated, and refer their recommendations
to the Board for approval.

Special Fund Expenditure Guidelines:
LWVC special funds will be expended on projects,
programs and services that
• are consistent with the League’s primary missions of
education and advocacy,
• are related to local issues,
• take advantage of LWVC’s unique capabilities, and
• strengthen LWVC.
Specific criteria and policies for spending funds on
special programs, project and services are:
Funds will only be expended for LWVC. Although other
groups will not be funded, LWVC encourages partnerships

NOTE: Application forms are available upon
request and can be downloaded from the League’s
website. Go to www.lwv.corvallis.or.us.

League of Women Voters of Corvallis
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January Special Election: How Should I Vote?
Come to the January 13th General Meeting and learn:
Why the League of Women Voters of Oregon supports
the tax fairness measures passed by the Legislature,
Why we need to protect funding for essential services
for Oregon’s most vulnerable during the recession,

Why the League is recommending a Yes Vote
on Ballot Measures 66 and 67,
And finally why League members from local
Leagues all over Oregon are working to help
pass these measures.

_____________________________

League Book Club

Monday, December 14, 2:30 PM

14th,

On December
we’ll travel to the
island of Guernsey, located off the
coast of Normandy. Guernsey, occupied by German
forces from July 30, 1940 to May 9 1945 is the setting for
Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows’ novel, The Guernsey
Literary and Potato Peel Society. For background information
about the island as it was in those difficult times and as it is
today, go to the following sites:
www.visitguernsey.com/guernsey.aspx.or
www.occupied.guernsey.net/
www.randomhouse.com/rhpg/guernsey - a website
dedicated to the book and its readers

The Book Club’s December meeting is at the home of
Popi Natsoulas, 635 SW Sandalwood Street. To find your
way to the meeting, Google the address above or call Popi
at 929-9494. Corrine Gobeli will also provide rides. Meet
her at the back parking lot of the public library at 2 PM.
E-mail her at gobelic@comcast.net or call (541-745-7736)
by Saturday, Dec. 12th to reserve space.
Upcoming Book Selections
January 11
People of the Book - Geraldine Brooks
February 8
The Elegance of the Hedgehog - Muriel Barbery
March 8
Revolutionary Road - Richard Yates
April 12
The Cunning Man - Robertson Davies

_____________________________

January Consensus Meetings on Local Food
Unit meetings in January will be:
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 – 7-9 PM, at the
home of Ruth Gallagher, 124 NW 7th St.,
Apt. 412 Phone: 754-3112

Thursday, January 21, 2010 – 10 AM -12
NOON, at the home of Patty McClintock, 2826
NW Monterey Pl. (new address) Phone: 7525435

Your Grapefruit Order is on its way…

Answers: Test Your Water Sense
1. d) The average person uses 100 gals. per day, enough to fill 1600 drinking glasses.
2. c) A leaky toilet can waste about 200 gals. of water per day. To tell if your toilet leaks, place a
drop of food coloring in the tank. If it shows in the bowl without flushing, you have a leak.
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Join the League
Name ______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City, Zip+4 digits ____________________________
Phone ______________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________
____ $55 individual membership
____ $82.50 household membership
____ $27.50 student membership
____ Contribution*
____ I’m a new member! Please call.
____ I’m renewing my membership.
I first joined the League in _________ (year).
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.
Please call me.
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and women of all
ages. The membership year begins in October. Please make checks
payable to the LWV of Corvallis and mail to:
LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679
* Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the
LWVUS Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.

League Calendar
December 2009
Th 3 Board Meeting 10 AM- 12 NOON
Tu 8 Soup Potluck & Membership Meeting
LWVUS & Local Program Planning 6-9 PM

We 9 Water Resources mtg. 2 PM
Mo 14 League Book Club 2:30 PM
Tu 15 Community Planning mtg. 1:30 PM
January 2010
Tu 5 Board Meeting 11:30 AM
Mo 11 League Book Club
We 13 General Meeting 7-9 PM
Tu 19 Local Food consensus 7-9 PM
Th 21 Local Food consensus 10 AM- NOON
Tu 26 Special Election Day
26 Community Planning mtg. 1:30 PM

